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Musa says G-15 has no miracle cures 

CAIRO (AFP) — As leaders from the world's devel- 
oping nano* began gathering here Sunday EevJ’s 
Foreign Munster Amr Musa doused hopes of f£££ 
any miracle cures for the economic tuWoi! in S 
-We are not expecting any magic formulas at *e«d 
of the meetings, but there will be a better imderefcS 
ing of the causes," Mr .Musa said ahead 
ihiM-day summit of the Group of 15. He also said in 
a television interview that the G-15 was still far from 
finding any mechanisms to ensure no repeat of the 
currency collapses, bankruptcies and stock ma rket 
crashes that have swept across Asia. The G-15 which 
has 16 members after Kenya joined last ye^r also 
groups Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Egypt, India. 
Indonesia, Jamaica. Malaysia, Mexico. Nigeria. Peru. 
Senegal, Venezuela and Zimbabwe. * 






An mdeper.deni Atari political daily published by the Jordan Press Foundation 
•irtP 1 * JL Jljjj* 


Pirates open fire 
at Cypriot freighter 

ADEN i AFP; — A Cypriot-flagged freighter has 
come under attack in the Gulf of Aden, wounding a 
Polish crew member, the British navy said Sunday. 
The incident in which pirates opened fire at the Leras 
Star took place Iasi Wednesday, ii said. The navy said 
its warship. HMS Diligence, rescued the injured crew 
member, a technician, and transferred him to hospital 
in the southern Yemeni pon city of Aden. His condi- 
tion was not reported 10 be serious. 
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Islamists behind Amman attacks 
referred to State Security Court 

Lowzi: They were receiving orders, money from abroad 


By Tara] Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Sunday said it will 
charge eight members of a 
foreign- funded Islamist 
group for their alleged 
involvement in two car 
explosions and other arson 
attacks late last month. 

Acting Information Min- 
ister Nasser Lawzi told 
reporters that the eight men, 
who were questioned in a 
major crackdown, told 
interrogators they were 
behind the recent explo- 
sions that went off in differ- 
ent parts of the capital. 

However, Mr. Lawzi 
declined to name the coun- 
try that funded the group 
and said one of the eight 
suspects remained at large. 

“Eight people, one of 
them [a non-Jordanian] of 
Arab nationality, who 
belong to a foreign-funded 
Salafi [traditionalist] 
Islamist group, have been 
referred to the State Securi- 
ty Court" in connection 
with the explosions. Mr. 
Lawzi told a news confer- 



Acting Information Minister Nasser Lawzi takes ques- 
tions from reporters Sunday at a press conference during 
which he announced the identities of eight Islamists 
responsible for a series of car bombings and attacks in 
Amman (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


_ iAi this stage, we cannot 
find a link with or direct 
my accusation against any 
Arab state. But investiga- 
tions show dial they were 
receiving orders and financ- 
ing from abroad.” 

He said no date has been 
set for the start of their triaL 
But he said that the 
attacks were aimed at 
destabilising the coirahy 
and undermining its stabili- 
ty “in retaliation for its 
national stand.” 

Ml Lawzi said the group 
was hying to leave a “social 
and political impact on 
security without harming 


anybody” .... 

No one was injured in any 
of the incidents. 

Attackers last month set 
fire to cars belonging to 
Mo hamma d Rasoul Kilani , 
former intelligence chief 
and to Senator Jawdat 
SbouL a former interior 
minister. In 1997. Mr. 
Kilani was asked by His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
investigate the ‘ circum- 
stances that led to the mur- 
der of seven Israeli school- 
girls by a Jordanian soldier. 

Attackers also fire- 
bombed die American 
School in Amman, a traffic 


police compound and the 
car park of the four-star 
Jerusalem International 
Hotel, damaging a number 
of vehicles in the last two 
cases. 

The Jerusalem Hotel 
attack, involving the car of 
an Arab Israeli, took place 
just hours after the Israeli 
embassy held an April 30 
reception in a nearby hotel 
marking the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Jewish stare’s 
creation. 

Mr. Lawzi said one of the 
suspects was studying 
chemical engineering at the 
Jordan University of Sci- 


Palestinians urge U.S. to 
increase pressure on Israel 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

THE PALESTINIAN 
National Authority (PNA) 
called on the United States 
on Sunday to increase the 
pressure on Israel following 
the cancellation of a summit 
in Washington designed to 
revive the peace process. 

“It is time the American 
administration, Europe and 
the entire in ternati onal com- 
munity take the steps whicb 
are needed to prevent 
Beny amrn Netanyahu from 
feezing die peace process,” 
chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb &ekat told Agence 
France Presse. 

Ml Erekat was speaking 
after a meeting in this West 
Bank town with U.S. special 
epvqy Dennis Ross, who offi- 
cially informed him that the 
snnmit to be held in Wash- 
jffl n on Monday with 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
JjBanyabn and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat had 
been called off. 

“We regret this cancellation 
winch is due to the refusal of 
Netanyahu to take pact in the 
stanmit,”Mc Errijrar said. 

Ml Ross, who was set to 

re fen to Was h ing ton , did not 
Wk-to reporters. Officials 
said he would consult Mon- 
% with VS. President Bffl 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albri ght and 
National Security Adviser 


«y of rescheduling the meet- 
ing. 

Ml Ross telephoned Presi- 
^ent Arafat with the news 


during the meeting Sunday in 
Jerusalem with Ml Erekat, 
said U.S. Consul-General 
John HerbsL Me Ross then 
met with Ml Netanyahu. 

David Bar-Illan. a top aide 
to Ml Netanyahu, said it was 
unlikely that a new date for 
the s ummit could be fixed 
until late in the month 
because of the Israeli prime 
minister’s travel plans. 

Meanwhile, the daily 

Netanyahu to Ross: 
* You want to depict 
me as the one who 
is thwarting the 
peace process , and 
Vm not prepared to 
accept that . 1 

Maariv reported that Ml 
N etanyahu accused foe 
Americans of portraying him 
as an obstacle to peace dur- 
ing a Friday meeting with 
Ml Ross. 

“You want to depict me as 
the one who is thwarting the 
peace process, and I'm not 
prepared to accept that,” Mr. 
Netanyahu told Ml Ross, 
according to Maariv. 

“It’s impossible for you to 
invite me to Washington 
under such conditions- That’s 
public hucnKation,'’ said Ml 
N etanyahu, raising his voice 

and pounding on his desk. ■ 

Ml Bar-Hlan, who refused 
to (v^rrfrrm or deny the 
Maariv report, blamed the 
breakdown on a breach of 


understandings with the 
United States that Israel 
would determine die size of 
the withdrawals and was 
alone responsible for securi- 
ty- 

He also was critical of the 
United States for couching 
the invitation to Washington 
•in the form of an ultima- 
tum” in which Israel had to 
agree to U.S. terms before it 
could attend. Adding salt to 
the wound, he said, was the 
support for a Palestinian state 
voiced by U.S. First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
U.S. officials said she was 
only expressing her personal 
opinion, but Mr. Bar-Dlan 
said the “damage is irre- 
versible." 

“Nobody in this region 
considered it anything but an 
expression of administration 
policy. As such, it came at an 
unfortunate time.” he said, 
refecting to the U.S. diplo- 
matic effort 

hi an attempt to bridge the 
gaps, Israel reportedly made 
several proposals. 

One involved Israel hand- 
ing over die desired amount 
of land while retaining full 
control over security in areas 
dose to Jewish settlements. 

A second proposal called 
for an Israeli withdrawal 
from nine per cent of the 
West Bank while transferring 
the additional four per cent 
to the U.S. for safekeeping 
until die Palestinians cany 
out their obligations under 
the autonomy accord, which 
could take months, according 
to Israeli officials. 


ence and Technologv 
(JUST). 

He identified the suspects 
as Ra’ed Abdul Kareem 
Kafafi, Abdul Nasser Sha- 
badeh, Samir Mohammad 
Ismail Amer, Samir Said 
Shabayeh, Ahmad Hussein 
Shahadeh Abdullah. Mah- 
moud Abed Tawfeeq Steti 
and Khaled Tawfeeq Amin. 

The Arab suspect was 
identified as Abdul Nasser 
Abu Shanab. 

“Investigations have 
revealed that the group had 
assembled to form a funda- 
mentalist group to strike 
against public places, secu- 
rity centres and security 
figures, especially intelli- 
gence officers.” Mr. Lawzi 
claimed. 

“They started their meet- 
ings several months ago to 
agree on a master plan for 
their targets and how to hit 
by using locally-made 
explosives [cocktail 

bombs]," he added. 

“They purchased the nec- 
essary' items to manufacture 
the bombs from the local 
market and drew on the 
experience of one of their 
members who was studying 
chemical engineering’ at 
JUST” Mr. Lawzi said. 

He said further details, 
including the name of the 
group, their plans and 
financiers. would be 
unveiled at court. They 
operated in three-man cells 
to maintain secrecy, he 
explained. 

“Security authorities have 
seized several quantities of 
chemicals in storage areas 
that were scheduled for use 
in other attacks by the 
group,” Mr. Lawzi said. 

Mr. Lawzi added that the 
group apparently did not 
plan to hit at Israeli targets 


in the Kingdom. 

“Investigations have 
revealed that the group was 
financed by panics living 
abroad. Those arrested 
were the most important 
members of the group.” he 
said. 

He said more suspects 
may be arrested upon the 
decision made by the prose- 
cutor general of the security 
court. 

“If he discovers that oth- 
ers are linked to the case, 
they will be arrested." 

Mr. Lawzi said other sus- 
pects who were rounded up 
in connection with the 
investigation and the bomb- 
ings will be released soon. 

He was referring to tens 
of activists who were 
arrested by security agents 
in the past week, mostly 
affiliated with Syrian-based 
groups such as the Popular 
From for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Com- 
mand (PFLP-GC) and the 
Fateh -Intifada group of Abu 
Mussa. Many of those 
arrested have since been 
released. 

He said a statement 
issued by Abu Thar A1 Ghu- 
fari, a previously unknown 
Muslim group in Beirut, 
last week claiming respon- 
sibility for the attacks was 
“inaccurate and unrealis- 
tic." 

He said that information 
obtained by security agen- 
cies showed that such a 
group did not exist. 

Mr. Lawzi also said that 
police were continuing 
efforts “to unveil the perpe- 
trators” in the early April 
killings of three prominent 
Jordanians — lawyer 
Hanna Naddeh. his son 
Suheil and psychiatrist 
Awni Sa’ed. 


IRA political arm ratifies 
N. Ireland peace accord 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Northern 
Ireland's historic peace accord 
woo official ratification Sunday 
from Sinn Fein, the Irish 
Republican Array’s (IRA’s) 
political wing, just hours after a 
mortar explosion highlighted 
die threat from extremist dissi- 
dents. 

The 95 per cent vote of 
approval, which came during an 
extraordinary party congress in 
Dublin, means all participants 
who hammered out the April 10 
peace deal — representing the 
main pro-British Protestant and 
nationalist Catholic parties — 
have now given their endorse- 
ment 

A show of hands also gave 
overwhelming backing to an 
appeal to the parly’s electorate 
to vote “yes” in simultaneous 
referenda on the peace deal to 
be held in both Northern Ireland 
and Ireland on May 21 

The congress also authorised 
by a wide margin its elected 
officials to sit on a fiiwre North- 
ern Ireland assembly which 
forms one of the core planks of 
the peace aocari 

Their involvement on the 
assembly marks a significant 
change in Sinn Fein’s strategy. 
Since the 1920s. the party has 
boycotted British political insti- 
tutions, although since 1983 it 
has been present on Northern 
Ireland’s municipal councils. 

The assembly allows die 
province to remain pan of 
Britain but gives Ireland a real 
say in its affairs. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams described the parry's 
endorsement as “a hismrical 
watershed.” The near-unani- 
mous support of the political 
agreement on Northern Ire- 
land’s conflict was equally a 


personal victory for Mr. Adams, 
who had been a key negotiator. 

“We got into this next phase 
of struggle... armed only with 
our political ideas and our 
vision for the future," be said. 

But he added that the next 
steps in the province's future 
would be “evolutionary and 
transitional" and that the party 
will continue struggling “until 
Irish independence is achieved.” 
A spokesman for British 
Prime Minister Tony BLiir said 
the British government wel- 
comed the results of the con- 
gress. “T: also means Sinn Fein 
has signed up to a process in 
which there is no place whatso- 
ever for violence or the threat of 
violence." 

However, that statement said 
nothing about the opposition the 
peace accord still faces from 
extremists. 

A dissident group describing 
itself as the “true” IRA on Sun- 
day claimed responsibility for a 
mortar shell explosion 
ovwnight in the village of 
Bdleek . Northern Ireland. No 
one was hurt in the blast. 

The blast occurred after the 
splinter group announced it was 
calling off a 10-month-old IRA 
ceasefire because the “old lead- 
ership" bad betrayed the repub- 
lican cause. 

Adams had downplayed the 
danger posed by the group 
before the congress, calling it “k 
small number of people who 
left the IRA some months ago.” 
Nevertheless, British and Irish 
police were taking the threat of 
renewed violence seriously. 

The leader of the dissident 
group was believed to be a for- 
mer senior official in the IRA 
who had attracted as many as 50 
militants re his cause. 



His Majesty King Hussein receives at the Royal Court Sunday Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Sahhaf who delivered a letter from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan attended the meeting (Petra photo) 

Sahhaf launches campaign to lift sanctions 

King: Shortest way to achieve goal 
is to implement U.N. resolutions 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Sunday 
received Iraqi Foreign Min- 
ister Mohammad Sahhaf 
who handed him a letter 
from Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein on Baghdad's 
endeavours to lift the 
seven-year-old U.N. sanc- 
tions. 

The iener dealt with the 
latest developments 

between Iraq and the Unit- 
ed Nations Special Com- 
mission lUNSCOM) which 
supervises the disarmament 
of Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction. Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said. 

The iener also expressed 
the Iraqi leadership's desire 
to cooperate with the com- 
mission “positively" Petra 
said. 

The Iener also explained 
Baghdad's position regard- 
ing the work of UNSCOM 
and its relation with the 
U.N. Security Council, the 
agency added. 

During the meeting with 
Mr. Sahhaf. which was 
attended by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the King stressed 
that Jordan was exerting all 
the efforts it could, through 
its contacts with the Securi- 


ty' Council members and 
especially the U.S.. to lift 
the sanctions and end the 
suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

The agency quoted the 
King as idling the minister 
that the “shortest way to 
achieve this goal was to 
speed up the implementa- 
tion of the Security Council 
resolutions and to continue 
cooperation with the com- 
mission." 

Prior to his meeting with 
the King, Mr. Sahhaf held a 
meeting with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali and 
Acting Foreign Minister 
TaJal Sai’an Hassan. 

He also met with Speaker 
of the Lower House Sa’d 
Hayel Srour and other Par- 
liament members. 

Following his meeting 
with Dr. Majali. the Iraqi 
official told reporters that 
during the talks he stressed 
“Iraq's just demands for 
work to begin on closing 
the (weapons inspections) 
file and implementing para- 
graph 22 of Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 687 — that is 
lifting the sanctions." 

“It has been a valuable 
opportunity to explain wbai 
Iraq's view will be in the 
near future and to propose 
how Arab solidarity should 
support the victory of Iraq," 


Mr. Sahhaf. who is expect- 
ed to leave Monday for 
Egypt and other north 
African states, said. 

He also said that he dis- 
cussed with Jordanian offi- 
cials the efforts exerted by 
the Security Council to 
close the “weapons files” or 
what is known by the coun- 
cil’s members’ as “shifting 
from weapons disarmament 
to weapons surveillance.” 

“Iraq has repeatedly 
announced in several occa- 
sions that it had fulfilled its 
commitments towards the 
Security Council resolu- 
tions and we always look 
for help from our brethren 
in Jordan," he added. 

The Iraqi official stressed 
the importance of the King- 
dom’s role in helping end 
the sanctions, which left 
more than 600.000 Iraqi 
children dead. 

Commenting on the Secu- 
rity Council’s recent resolu- 
tion to lift the travel ban on 
Iraqi officials, Mr. Sahhaf 
said: “The attempt to pre- 
vent Iraqi officials from 
travelling was unjustified 
— nevertheless, the attempt 
failed." 

Last month, the Security 
Council rejected Iraq's plea 
to lift the sanctions. 
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AMERICANS AGAINST SANCTIONS ON IRAQ: An American holds a poster that 
reads 'end sanctions on Iraq' as he visits the Saddam Children's Hospital in central 
Baghdad on Sunday with an American group lead by former UJS. Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark who brought aid to Baghdad. Me. Clark said his visit was in reaction to 
Last month's U-N- Security Council resolution prolonging the nearly eight years of 
punitive sanctions imposed on Iraq after its 1990 invasion of Kuwait (Reuters photo) 


_r : 




2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan limes, Monday, May 11, 


Iranian-born general named 
Israeli army chief of staff 


TEL AVIV (AFP) General 
Shaul Mofaz, the Iranian- 
bom former head of an elite 
commando unit, was named 
on Sunday as chief of staff of 
the Israeli army, the defence 
ministry announced. 

Gen. Mofaz, 50, who is cur- 
rently deputy chief of staff, 
replaces General Aranon Lip- 
kin-Shahak. His appointment 
is to receive government 
approval on Tuesday. 

Gen. Mofaz was bora in 
Iran and arrived in Israel with 


Ms parents ar the age of nine. 

He has notably served as an 
officer in an elite commando 
uniL head of the southern 
command which includes the 
Gaza Strip and head of plan- 
ning for the chief of staff. 

His appointment came after 
the supreme court on Sunday 
rejected a suit by a private cit- 
izens' rights group which 
claimed lhat Gen. Mofaz’ 
candidacy had not been sub- 
mitted to the cabinet one 
week ahead of time as 


required. 

Gen. Mofaz’ chief rival for 
the post was former Israeli 
Deputy Chief of Staff Gener- 
al Matan VUnai. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's preferred 
choice. 

But Israeli Defence Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Mordechai want- 
ed Gen. Mofaz, according to 
the Israeli press, and reported- 
ly threatened to veto Gen. Vil- 
nai’s appointment because of 
their poor personal relations. 


PNA planning ‘million-person’ march 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Tens of thousands of 
Palestinians will march in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip this 
week to mark Israel’s 50th 
anniversary as a national cata- 
strophe, the autonomy gov- 
ernment said Sunday. 

The marches, planned for 
Thursday, will represent “a 
battle between justice and 
injustice" and show “how per- 
sistent the Palestinians are in 
re tainin g their identity," Pales- 
tinian Culture Minister Yasser 


.Abed Rabbo said in a state- 
ment 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) hopes that 
one million Palestinians — or 
about one-third of the Pales- 
tinian population in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip — will 
participate. 

Marchers are expected to 
wear pinned to their shirts the 
names of villages razed by 
Israel since it was declared an 
independent state on May 14, 
1948. 


Palestinians call Israel's cre- 
ation “A1 Nakba," Arabic for 
the catastrophe, that sent 
caused more than 700,000 
Palestinians to flee their 
homes. 

To mark the day. Palestinian 
television and radio stations 
will broadcast patriotic songs 
and interviews with refugees 
from 194S. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, the head of the PNA, 
will make a radio address on 
either Thursday or Friday. 


Hamas founder warns Israel 
of further suicide attacks 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Hamas founder Sheikh .Ahmad 
Yassin has threatened Israel 
with more suicide attacks and 
warned Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat that his Islamist 
movement would not pay the 
price for a West Bank deaL 

The spiritual leader of 
Hamas (Islamic Resistance 
Movement), in an interview 
published Sunday, acknowl- 
edged that a crackdown by the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) has hampered the 
group’s military operations 
against Israel. 

‘There is no doubt it is 
affecting , our activities but 
more suicide attacks are on the 
way," he told the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) daily AJ 
Bayan. 


Tt is only a maner of time 
because our youth will not 
compromise over the blood of 
their brothers who are being 
killed by the Jews and their 
collaborators. There is no deci- 
sion to stop die attacks, what- 
ever the price." 

Hamas, which is fiercely 
opposed to Mr. Arafat's auton- 
omy accords with the Jewish 
state, has claimed a string of 
deadly suicide bombings 
against Israel. 

The PNA has come under 
heavy pressure from Israel and 
the United- States. Hhe -key- 
sponsor of the Middle East 
peace process, to damp down- 
on groups such as Hamas seek- 
ing to wreck the self-rule deal. 

T have asked Arafat to 
revise his calculations in the 


peace process." said Sheikh 
Yassin. 

“I want him to sit and con- 
template so he can find the 
right path. America and Israel 
will not give him anything 
unless they are forced to," said 
the Hamas founder, who is on 
a Gulf tour. 

“We will not accept that 
Hamas should be the price for 
peace-. If he [Arafat] agrees 
that my head will be the price 
for a withdrawal [of Israeli 
forces] from a percentage [of 
the West Bank], then this is a 
farce we reject 

“We do not want to fight 
them [the PNA] nor are. we 
interested in power because I 
do not want to rule my people 
on behalf of the Jews or to he a 
servant for Israel.’’ he said. 



RIGHT-WING ISRAELI AT PROTEST: Israeli policemen Sunday drag away a 
right-wing demonstrator to prevent him from interfering in a demonstration of 
unemployed workers in occupied Jerusalem (AFP photo) 



WOUNDED ALGERIAN ENTERS HOSPITAL- A wounded man Sunday is brought on 
a stretcher to the Maillot hospital in Algiers after a bomb exploded in the Bab A1 Oued 
district in Algiers. At least 15 people were wounded in the bombing (’Reuters photo) 


Thousands flock to monastery to 
celebrate Lebanese monk’s beatification 


KFEFAN (AP) — In cars, 
buses and on foot, thousands 
of Lebanese flocked Sunday to 
the mountain monastery of a 
19th-century monk to cele- 
brate his beatification, some 
seeking miracles for blindness 
and crippling disease and oth- 
ers simply praying. 

The pflgmnage and the deci- 
sion of Pope John Paul H to put 
N aamatallah Hardini on the 
road to sainthood brought 
pride to Lebanon's Christians, 
a community that once ruled 
the country but is today seized 
by growing anxiety over its 
sagging fortunes. 

“This revives our feelings. It 
reminds us of what it used to 
be like.” said Anton Bouna- 
jem, a 22-year-old who arrived 
a day earlier after walking 15 
kilometres up winding moun- 
tain roads that rise from the 
Mediterranean coast 

Convoys stretched down ter- 
raced mountainsides dotted 
with gnarled olive trees and 
towering cedars. Rickety buses 
mixed with sleek Mercedes 
and BMW’s, carrying pilgrims 
wearing hats and T-shius 
emblazoned with Hatdinrs 
kneeling image. 


Some arrived before dawn, 
joining others who had come 
two days ago. Those pilgrims 
camped in the open under 
blankets and sleeping bags 
amid an intermittent rain that 
lasted through Sunday. Some 
pilgrims said they had walked 
80 kilometres to the site. 

Harctini was bom in the 
mountain v illag e of Hardine in 
1808 in the heartland of 
Lebanon's Maronite Catholics. 

During his lifetime and after 
his death, both Muslims and 
Christians credited his inter- 
cession for restoring their eye- 
sight or curing them of paraly- 
sis, crippling diseases and even 
cancer. 

On Sunday, the day of his 
beatification at Sl Peter's 
Square at the Vatican, children 
in wheelchairs were pushed 
toward his tomb, where people 
clung to the black iron bars or 
lit small white candles. Some 
people tossed money inside tbe 
tomb, hoping their prayers 
would be answered. Others 
kissed icons or sang hymns. 

' One elderly woman shouted 
, that she could see again. 

• ‘There are a lot- of believers- - 
here today." said Bassam 


Ghabach, a 22-year-old from 
the northern town of Zgharta. 

Lebanon's Christians were 
the biggest losers of tbe 1975- 
90 civil war. Since 1920, when 
Lebanon was created, Chris- 
tians and, in particular, 
Maronite Catholics had domi- 
nated the country politically, 
economically and scaally. 

But in tbe pact that ended the 
fighting, they had to agree to 
Syrian dominance and a new 
political arrang emen t in which 
their power was drastically 
reduced in favour of Sunni and 
Shiite Muslims, who today 
number the majority in 
Lebanon. 

Many Christians feel alienat- 
ed from the government and 
powerless to do anything about 
it For them, occasions like (he 
pope's visit to Lebanon last 
May and the recognition of 
Lebanese holy men bring pride 
and optimism to their belea- 
guered community. 

‘This gives us a lot of oppor- 
tunity to express ourselves, for 
the world to know that 
Lebanon is the borne of Chrisr- 
tianity", said, Fadi Morava, 
17-year-old pUgrim-wbospertt” 
two nights hoe. 


Iran’s Kharrazi to visit UAE on May 23 


ABU DHABI (R) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kama! 
Kharrazi will arrive in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) on May 23 for talks 
on relations between Gulf 
states, a UAE official said in 
remarks published on Sun- 
day. 

‘‘The Iranian minister will 
hold talks with high-ranking 
officials in the state (UAE) 
on relations between the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states and the Islamic 
Republic and on develop- 
ments in tbe redon," the 


official WAM news agency 
quoted a UAE foreign min- 
istry official as saying. 

An Iranian newspaper said 
on Saturday Mr. Kharrazi 
would discuss the issue of 
three disputed islands — 
Abu Mussa and tbe Lesser 
and Greater Tunbs — during 
his two-day visit. 

Iran and the UAE have 
been involved in a long-run- 
ning sovereignty dispute 
over the strategic islands, 
located near oil tanker routes 
at the entrance to the Gulf. 

The UAE claims sover- 


eignty over tbe islands and 
has said it is ready to refer 
the dispute to the 
international court of justice. 

Iran refuses arbitration, 
saying the issue could be 
resolved in bilateral talks. 
Tehran has said its sover- 
eignty over the islands was 
not negotiable. 

UAE officials have invited 
Iranian President Moham- 
mad Khatami for a visit and 
Mr. Kharrazi said in March 
that he was confident Mr. 
Khatami would accept the 
invitation. 


Iranian court upholi 
death sentence 
against journalist 
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TEHRAN (AP) — Iran's 
Supreme Court turned down 
Sunday an appeal by a jour- 
nalist facing a death sentence 
for espionage and sexual 
offences, the Iran News daily 
reported. 

Motteza Rroozi, former 
editor of the Enghsb-language 
Iran News, has been in jail 
since May 1997. His death 
sentence by an Islamist court 
was already upheld by anoth- 
er court earlier. 

Sunday's ruling was final 
and only a clemency by Iran’s 
spiritual leader Ayatollah All 
Khamenei can spare Hroozi’s 
life. 

The head of the judiciary. 
Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi, 
said earlier this year that 
Hroozl 40, was sentenced for 
spying and several sexual 
offences. 

Few details of the case have 
emerged in the Iranian press, 
and officials have declined to 
comment on it 

Newspapers have only 


reported that Firoozi had-cok 
fessed to spying for fiance^ 
Japan, South Korea and thc-- 
United Stales. V' ; 

Adultery and espionage 
punishable by death nbd&r 
Iranian law. v 

In a related development^ 
the director-general af-'fe: 
official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) repofcV 
ed Sunday its di rectOT-geoer- 
al Feieydoun Vardinezhad, 
will appear at a “press viola- 
tions enquiry court” Monday ' 
to answer “unannounced” ' 
charges against him by certain 
individuals and law enforce- 
ment officials, IRNA report- . 
ed 

It said tbe charges were laid 
among others by Parliament 
deputy Ahmad Rasoulinejad 
and by foe elections headquar- 
ters of “ideologically aligned 
groups.” It did not elaborate. 

IRNA said Mr. Vardinezhai 
was also the publisher of the 
Iraa daily, which was founded 
in 1994. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Aziz to visit France, Italy, Belgium 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
has said he will visit Italy and Belgium after a scheduled stay in 
France this week for talks on Iraq's efforts to lift UN. econom- 


ic sanctions. Mr. Aziz made the announcement during a meeting 
late Saturday with former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark 
who delivered medical aid to Iraq, according to a text of his 
remarks. 


Jewish extremist arrested for allegedly posting node pictures 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Police detained a member of tbe outlawed 
anti-Arab Kacb movement Sunday for allegedly posting doc- 
tored photos of slain Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in the 
nude. Itamar Ben-Gvir was taken in for questioning after police 
collected evidence backing up suspicions that he had posted die 
manufactured pictures of Rabin last month, police sard 


Lebanese PM in Damascus ahead of talks with Annan 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri held 
talks with Syrian leaders in Damascus on Sunday ahead of a 
meeting* in Paris on Monday with UN. chief Kofi Annan, offk 
dais said. Me Hariri did Syrian Vuie President' Abdul Halirri 
Khaddam discussed Israel's offer to withdraw from southern 
Lebanon in exchange for security guarantees from Beirut, the 
officials said. The Israeli government announced last month that 
it would cany out a withdrawal from the * ‘security zone” set up 
in southern Lebanon if Lebanon agreed to ensure security along 
the Israeli-Lebanese border. 


Appeal to finish Algeria’s largest mosque 


ALGIERS (AFP) — An appeal was launched in Algeria Sun- 
day for funds to complete wodt on the country’s largest mosque, 
officially opened four years ago. Die appeal asked Muslims 
aa^ the ^obe to give money to rxxind ^projects at foe pres- 
tigious Erafr Abdul Qacfer Mosque in Constantine, eastern Alge- 
ria Appedoiganiseis SoubouliAl Kbeirat called on Muslims to 
help “maintain its splendour." Soubouli A1 Khearat President 
Atoned Ben Abdul Rahman said there “still remains a lot of 
work to do.” Die mosque took 24 years to build after construc- 
tion started in 1970, and was opened on Nov. 1, 1994, to made 
the 40th anniversary of the start of die Al gerian war of indepen- 
dence. 


Families of Palestinian political prisoners demand release 


RAMALLAH (AP) — About 100 
women marched Sunday to a Pales- 
tinian National Authority (PNA) jail 
where their relatives were held 
demanding an immediate release. 

The women, relatives of suspected 
militants chanted “Allahu Akbar." 


or “God is great," and raised banners 
that read “Tbe detentions are 
destroying national unity” At the 
prison gates, PNA forces barred 
them from entering to visit. 

Many of the inmates were rounded 
up on orders from Palestinian Presi- 


dent Yasser Arafat as part of crack- 
downs on groups that carried out 
attacks against Israel or threatened 
the PNA, which has been strongly 
criticised by human rights and oppo- 
sition groups for its handling of polit- 
ical prisoners. 


Most prisoners are held without 
charges, do not have access to 
lawyers and are not told when they 
will be released or why they are held, 
Palestinian Human Rights Watch 
has reported cases of torture in the 
some of the jails. 
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16:00 

Drama — Neighbours 

16^0 

Doc. — Last Frontiers 

17:00 

French Programme — 

Thalassa 
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19-JO 


>19:35 

Comedy — Hope and 
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: 20:00 


21:10 

99-1 “Stone" 

122:00 

News in English 

22-JO Law and Order — “Com- 

petence" 

23:10 

Bay Watch Nights — 

“Thin Blood" 
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PRAYER TIMES . 

0^-09 

Fair 

05 J7. 

.(Sunrise) Duha 

IM) 

Dhuhr 

16:12.. 

‘Asr 

19^27.. 

Maghreb 

20J4.. 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


[jury of Nazareth Church 
eh, Tel. 5920740 


Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
46327B5 

St Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624S53/46248I1. 

Sl Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 77’l751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
Die Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel- 8 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Atmnnrintion TcL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
Die Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
771331 


The Armenian Orthodox Dr. KbalidAbdo 
Church TeL 775261 


..4657129 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to drop 
further, skies partly cloudy with a 

chance of scattered showers, and 
winds westerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, sides will be 
partly cloudy, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


Miit/Max. temp. 

Amman, 14/23 

Aqaba. 19/30 

Deserts 1 3/26 

Jordan Valley 1 S/29 


Firas pharmacy 566 1912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A! Asema pharmacy 4637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

A1 Sal am pharmacy .4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ......4637660 

Najib pharmacy 5347632 

ERJ3ID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneh ....250080 

A1 Quds pharm3cv ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. SatahSafarini 987565 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — 4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs .5661 10? 

Jordan Television .77311 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 ! 


Water Authority 5680100 

J. Eeetricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co. 463638 1 

RJ Flight In formation. ...44-53200 
Queen Alia IniJ. Airport ....44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterdays high temperatures: 
Amman 26. Aqaba 28 Humidity 
readings: Amman 51 per cent. 
Aqaba 95 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Food Control Centre .463711 1 

Gvil Etefcnce Department _56611 11 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency....... 199 

Rescue Pblice 192.4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade....... 461710! 

Blood Bank -..775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 


.AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart anJ Special 
Surgery 5921199 


Queen Alia Hospital ...5602240(50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

A] Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)99099 

{RBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 
'..402)247100 


07:45 

09- 30 
0930 
09:45 
Kh25 

10- 30 
17:05 
1730 
17:45 
18:45 
19:00 
19:40 
OfcOS 
03-30 


Sanaa (RJ) 

— — feddah (.RJ] 

-Damascus (RJ) 


New Delhi (RJ) 

— -Beirut (RJ) 

— Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
.... Cairo (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

11:00 .Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 


— London (RJ) 

New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
■ — — - — Kuwait (RJ) 

— Bangkok (RJ) 

Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

-Paris (RJ) 

Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


11:45 — Frankfurt, London (RJ) 
1230 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) j 

12:45 .Kuwait (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 


21:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21:40 , Damascus (RJ) 

22:15 .... .Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

23:40 Sanaa (RJ) 

0130 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


p r j n cess Ba; 

elebrates 


c 



hrh 

„v!i:hrc!* 


;\iM A Vj:ji 

#- • j;c 2 ! n1 


Oil * 
Pnacess 


■* 

V :in - 


•Vl 




i.Vwfop' 

? Sj,lu ' o \V - *^ !,rLVi 

piii 5 " ' ^ sine- ii-'' 

r r f 

. . j.-.-r: the dtriv- 
^ Ktnv 


«t« 
Andfj&t&h 
S3* k : 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 i 1 


Tbe Islamic. Abdli 


-5666131/7 


Hussein Medical CentreTeL 5336813, 
5856856 

LuzraHa .4630195 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr Wissam Bzayyin .748563 

Dr. MrmlherAl Qraini 779959 

Dr. Abdul Badf Tayyira 46201 15 


Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints. .5605800 

Price Complaints 566 i 176 

War & Sewerage Cornpimts -397467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 
- -787111 


Khalidi Maternity.. .4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. ......4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 3669131 

University Hospital 3353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital -5667227/9 

Al-AhlL Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ...777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775 U 1/26 

Army, Marka —..S9I611/15 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
1 44 153200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (32700). 

ARRIVALS 


Other Flights 

I(h30 Cairo (MS) 

14:10 Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:40 ~.JDoha(QR) 

-Khartoum (SD) 

19:05 Frankfort (LH) 

I9:4S Dubai (EK) 

ZZ:L5 Istanbul (SD) 

22:25 — ...Tel Aviv (LY) 


Other Flights 

06:15 

0605 

07 JO Paris (AF) 


Istanbul (TK) 

Larnaca(CV) 


0&20 
08:45 _ 
11:30 „ 


London (AF) 


JBeirut (ME) 
..Cairo IMS) 


15:00 ..........^Babrain (GF)i 

15:50 .Vienna (OS) 


23:45 ---Athens, Beirut (OA) 

01:30 Amsterdam. Damascus (EK) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


Royal Wmgs (RW) 

10&0 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marka Airport) 
(RW) ^ 

22:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) ^ 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Maxka 


16:30 DphaCQR) 

16-45 — Istanbul ($D) 

20:45 Dubai (EB 

23:10 7WAviv(LY) 

23:15 Khartoum (SD) 


02:30 Amsterdam (SL) j 


Royal Wings (RW) 

OfcOO Aqaba ( from Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

2045 Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (KM 
21:30 -Aqaba (firm QAlA)(RW)j 
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Home News 

Princess Basma 
celebrates birthday 


Jordan Times, Monday, May 11, 1998 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Princess Basma celebrates 
her 47th birthday today, 
coinciding with the 21st 
anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF), chaired by 
Princess Basma since its 
inception in 1977. 

The establishment of 
QAF came upon the direc- 
tives of His Majesty King 
Hussein to continue 
improving the living condi- 
tions of the Jordanian peo- 
ple. It has now 50 commu- 
nity development centres 
around the Kingdom, con- 
centrated in rural areas. 

The QAF is present in 
international and regional 
forums concerned with 
women and development 
issues. 

Princess Basma was 
appointed honorary ambas- 
sador of the United Nations 
for Human Development 
Affairs and member of a 
senior-level commission on 
women's health at the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO). 

She was also appointed 
member of the Higher 
Steering Committee for 
Sustainable Development, 
formed by the U.N. secre- 
tary general, in implemen- 
tation of resolutions adopt- 
ed by the Eaith Summit 
The Princess also belongs 
to the Board of the Earth 
Council, the Earth Charter 
Commission, and the 
Board of the Population 
Council. 


On March 8, 1996, 

Princess Basma was 
appointed extraordinary 
ambassador for the United 
Nations Women’s Develop- 
ment Fund (UNIFEM), in 
appreciation of her dedicat- 
ed efforts in women's 
issues at national, regional, 
and international levels. 

She is president of the 
Jordanian Association for 
Boy Scouts and Girl 
Guides and member of the 
Olave Baden-Powell Soci- 
ety. 

At the national level. 
Princess Basma is also the 
chairperson of the Jordan- 
ian National Committee for 
Women (JNCW), whose 
establishment by the gov- 
ernment in 1992 represent- 
ed a turning point for Jor- 
danian women. 

Comprising senior offi- 
cials and representatives of 
governmental and non- 
governmental bodies con- 
cerned with women’s 
affairs, the JNCW estab- 
lished viable mechanisms 
for cooperation to upgrade 
the status of women in Jor- 
dan and formulated the Jor- 
danian National Strategy 
for Women under which 
priorities of women were 
defined. 

To implement the strate- 
gy, Princess Basma estab- 
lished women’s commit- 
tees in all the goveraorates 
to enable Jordanian women 
to attain self-reliance and 
directly participate in 
defining and implementing 
plans and programmes 




aimed at enhancing their 
role in the society. 

Upon the Princess’ initia- 
tive, 99 women were 
appointed members of 
municipal councils in the 
period which preceded the 
first general local elections 
in 1996. 

This contributed to 
changing society’s view 
towards women and their 
role, later reflected in the 
13 women who won local 
elections, one of them as 
mayor for the first time in 
the history of Jordan. 

Princess Basma then 
established the Jordanian 
National Forum for Women 
(JNFW). comprising 
women's committees to 
serve as the legal body rep- 
resenting them. The 
JNFW’s establishment was 


another landmark achieve- 
ment for Jordanian women. 

The Princess formed a 
coordinating committee for 
non-govemmemal 
women's organisations 
working under the umbrel- 
la of the JNCW to enhance 
cooperation and joint 
efforts of these organisa- 
tions in the interest of Jor- 
danian women. 

She also continued to 
chair the QAF and laid 
down the groundwork for 
sustainable development 
based on presence in tar- 
geted communities through 
a network of centres to 
study their respective situa- 
tions and define their needs 
and priorities while train- 
ing them to participate in 
their own development pro- 
jects and programmes. 


Jordanian, Israeli environmentalists 
examine mosquito problem in Aqaba area 


Gilad. 


solution for flies pestering residents 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian and 
Israeli _ eAvironmentalist|.,„ met v . jn ^ Sp^aa^tj^ffgip jjoth sides attend- of the Dead Sea and various parts of 

Aqaba on.Swaday. to Joojkjmo.: ways;. .ed the : meeting w line witb’the 19&4 : ‘ " the Jordan 'Valley, especially in surii- 
pfiCttmbatingi&wanns of mosquitoes , i a ijor^aniar^sr^li, peace treaty, which raer. -■ . . . 

toaguihg the twin' Red Sfea 'Cities 'of • -has -a 'chapter ! oh ,r enVffdmne5tar '‘‘""‘ Acf cording tti'tfie- Arabic daily 'Al 


Aqaba and Eilat. 

They also looked into possible pol- 
lution caused by wastewater treat- 
ment plants situated in both cities. 

Duraid Mahasneh, secretary gen- 
eral of the Jordan Valley Authority, 
led the Jordanian team while 
Nehama Ronen, secretary general of 
[he Ministry of Environment, head- 
ed the Israeli side, according to 
Israeli embassy spokesperson Ro’ey 


cooperation. 

“Many meetings have been held 
between the two countries in order 
to solve the issue [of mosquitoes],” 
Mr. Gilad said. “However, they did 
not manage to define the main 
source of the problem." 

Jordanian officials were not imme- 
diately available for comment. 
Another joint committee has held 
several meetings to try and find a 


Arab A1 Yawm, the Israeli govern- 
ment recently sent a letter to Jordan 
protesting against pollution caused 
by Aqaba's wastewater treatment 
plant situated near the border with 
Eilat. 

In return, Jordan claims the pollu- 
tion is being caused by a similar 
wastewater treatment plant that was 
dumping its residue into the Gulf of 
Aqaba. 


Labour federation begins preparations for unemployment conference 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The General 
Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions will soon 


stan drafting working 
papers on the local labour 
market in preparation for 
an upcoming national con- 
ference on unemployment, 
federation chairperson 


AMERICAN ARTS 
FESTIVAL 

^GassicaJ guitar concert bv Jad 
Astoonl-Bt the .American Cento, 
Abdoun ec 7D0pJU 

"* Lecture by Sahwa Mikdadi 
Nashashibi entitled “Caaejuporary 
Arab Aitin to US." a the Ameri- 
can Cento; Abdoun cm Tuesday, 
May 12. at ticOO pm 

CONCERTS 

* Musical perfumance by to 
orchestra l af to students of to 


Royal Cota^ eertre at BflOp-m. ■ 
*Tjdrca*srausiccaagonarcOD- 
catbyita&d SeDraihs; ar Institute) ; 
Covames, Jaba] Amman. ar&OO 

- 

. 'l£CTURE/EXHIBIJ70N 
-??yxtrirc;endiW *U3ica xn d-. 

Dc Mahmoud 
Ahmad Abdul Ariz 
tt.yfcaitaio -Cfctvfflws.- MmI ^ 
pm tto , 

^ auda ■ 

boi;<lflajSSdb cmded Aoica 



12 at 7:00 pm and Wednesday, 
May 12 at 6:00 p.m. respectively. 

* “Le Dernier Mfitto" at to 
French Cultural Cetfre a 630 pm 
and S JO pm 

SPRING FAIR 

* Spring collection of ceramic 
hems and rugs a Beit AJ Bawadi 
.showroom, Abdoun (TbL 
5925841/5930070;. unril May 24. 

LECTURE 

*■ ‘The Arab Wcdd and to 
RE$30oa\De^opme^rmAr^) 
by Egyptian journalist KamD 
7nhfliri at Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation. Jatal Amman at 6 JO 
pm 

EXHJBmONS 

- :*■ Phcro exhfl»lioa Tr edcrico- 

GarciS Lotca" aid book esdnbflNii 
*2oca Translated haoAraiffi'' a 
Twain m> Cervantes, . Jabd Ammsi 

•CDa. 4610858). until May 25. f 

* “Scnlpaite Designs’ by Jew- 

ellery Designer Suzanne El Masy 
aid Sculptor Samer Tabba at to 
American Cemet . Abdoun (Urtil 
May 25). . . 

Wxks by *l&KAitos Bum 
Wk5 A1 Ra&tonT. Jt^to Royal; 
Qtltur al CeuminffllMay 11. 

* Wxks by E ca adpri m attte 


i - K ■ 

“and ^ dukbeofs film 
"atoBrhisb'Coai^ . 


- vases, - M»1 - Amm^ :p«il May- 
12 \ 

■ - 4 ftrinrmgs b y Leha w SP- Anieri- 
-ean . arise ■ Etd.yAdoan fnririwi 
•"AitisfsBookqfAitairiBxiry” a 
• Darat AI^ Furam;. 'WSxlefa. 

until May 2 &-:^ .dispbtyjng 
writs byBerfin-bascdLSyriffli anfet 
Marwan Bashi entitkd “A Suite of 
Heads," and worics by -contempo- 
rary Atsb artists. - . : • u ; j.l 


Mazen Ma’aitah said Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Ma’aitah told the 
Jordan Times that the con- 
ference, which has been 
approved by the govern- 
ment in response to a 
request by Minisrer of 
Administrative Develop- 
ment Bassam Emoush, is 
of vital importance to the 
country’s economy and 
has long been demanded 
by the labour federation. 

The working papers, 
which will be submitted by 
the public and private sec- 
tors. will aim to define the 
underlying causes of 
unemployment and means 
of addressing this chronic 
issue, said Mr. Ma'aitah. 

One of the papers that 


the federation will submit 
will deal with the question 
of linking the training and 
education system in Jor- 
dan to the local market's 
employment needs, while 
another will feature exper- 
iments by other countries 
chat faced unemployment 
problems, he added. 

The papers will also dis- 
cuss the Kingdom's eco- 
nomic policies, privatisa- 
tion, and the Jordanian- 
European association 
agreement and its impact 
on unemployment. 

Mr. Ma’aitah expressed 
hope that the conference 
would pass binding deci- 
sions which will help 
address the unemployment 
question. 


Consortium wins contract for feasibilty 
study on Amman-Zarqa light railway 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Transport and 
Telecommunications award- 
ed a contract Sunday to a 
consortium of tw o Japanese 
firms and a Jordanian com- 
pany to conduct a feasibility 
study on building a light 
railway between .Amman 
andZarqa. 

The consortium will con- 
duct the study over a period 
of one year and prepare 
technical, financial and legal 
reports and tender docu- 
ments on the project with 
the assistance of the min- 


istry. according to a state- 
ment following the signing 
ceremony. 

The Moment noted that 
once the study has been 
completed, the project wil) 
be open for implementation 
by private sector firms. 

The agreement was signed 
by Minister of Transport 
Sami Gamnioh and the rep- 
resentan'.es of the three 
firms, said the statement. 

Tne project represents the 
firs: phase of a railway net- 
work to transport passengers 
arour.d densely populated 


regions including Zurqa, 
Amman and Sweileh. 
reduce pollution, ease traffic 
congestion and curtail road 
accidents, it added. 

The signing of the agree- 
ment came two days after 
Mr. Gammoh visited the 
Hijaz Railway Corporation 
and inspected the railway 
station at Mahana. where he 
inaugurated a freight car that 
was convened into a 50 -seat 
passenger carriage. 

At present, trains running 
on parts of the Hijaz Rail- 
wav. built bv the Ottomans 


at the beginning of the 20th 
century, are used for short 
excursions by tourists. 

Both the minister and the 
companies' representatives 
highlighted the importance 
of a railway network in Jor- 
dan and their determination 
io make the project a suc- 
cess. 

They said the railway line 
between the three cities will 
constitute pan of an overall 
network linking cities inside 
Jordan and connecting the 
Kingdom with neighbouring 
countries. 


Majali meets 
with Arab- 
Chinese 
commerce 
delegation 

AMMAN (Petra i — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali and a delegation rep- 
resenting the Arab-Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce on 
Sunday reviewed scopes of 
cooperation between Jordan 
and China in trade and eco- 
nomic affairs. 

Dr. Majali underlined the 
Kingdom's desire to pro- 
mote relations with China 
and facilitate the exchange 
of goods between Chinese 
and Jordanian markets 
through the private sector. 

The emergence of huge 
international economic 
blocs should give the Arabs 
and the Chinese an incen- 
tive to further promote 
mutual relations and 
strengthen economic coop- 
eration. he added. 

The chamber, which 
groups representatives of 
Arab . chambers of com- 
merce . and- die Chinese 
chamber of commerce, has 
been holding a series of 
meetings to discuss issues 
pertaining to Arab-Chinese 
trade exchanges. 

Also Sunday, the prime 
minister visited the Ministry 
of Interior and attended pan 
of a regular ministry meet- 
ing of department heads. 

Dr. Majali said the gov- 
ernment has made extensive 
efforts to carry' out its 
decentralisation policy to 
save time and effort on the 
pan of citizens. 

Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid outlined the min- 
istry's current projects, 
including a ministry restruc- 
turing programme and the 
decentralisation strategy. 

Mr. Rashid was quoted by 
the British Broadcasting 
Corporation on Sunday as 
calling for regional and 
international cooperation to 
combat terrorism, which he 
said continues to threaten 
the stability of all societies 
and negatively affects 
social, developmental, eco- 
nomic and political life. 

He referred to a recent 
agreement reached by Arab 
ministers of interior and jus- 
tice aimed at combating ter- 
rorism. 


Union’s financial crisis leaves 
farmers without April pay 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Sptjia! io :r.e Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Over 74 
employees, of the Jordan 
Valley Farmers Federation 
have no: receded their 
April salaries because of a 
severe cash crisis plaguing 
the union, an federation 
official said Sunday. 

Farmers owe the federa- 
tion around iDSOO.GOQ in 
principal repayments on old 
loans while the government 
has yet :o pay JD45G.O0O in 
the form of an annual grant 
decreed in 1996 to help 
ease the plight of the 
union's members. 

“In the past three months 
we never received our full 
salaries." said a federation 
official who requested 
anonymity. "Now. we are 
almost close to mid-May 
and we have not received 
any payment for April," he 
told the Jordan Times. 

“What can we do. we 
can't leave our job after our 
long service to tr> and find 
another job." he com- 
plained. "We are too old for. 
that." 

The private-run union. 


which has long relied on 
government funds, helps 
over 6.000 farmers scat- 
tered across the Jordan Val- 
ley. the country's main food 
basket, by giving them 
loans and educating them 
on latest farming and mar- 
keting techniques. 

The JD800.000 debt was 
incurred from loans extend- 
ed to farmers, including 
JD535.000 in interest accu- 
mulated over the years. 

In 1996. the government 
decided to exempt the farm- 
ers from paying interest and 
agreed to grant the union 
JD250.000 annually to ease 
its financial crisis and allow 
it to find a solution. 

Though the government 
honoured its full commit- 
ment in 1996. it only paid 
the union JD50.000 in 1997 
and has not allocated it any- 
thing for 199S. 

"Despite the exemption 
and many other measures 
taken by the union to force 
the fanners to pay, they 
have been unable to repay 
their debts because of their 
bad .financial situation," 
said the official. 

"They are unable to meet 


commitments that have 
been piling up since 1978 
because of unstable prices 
of commodities, the closure 
of Gulf markets to Jordan- 
ian produce after the Gulf 
war and unpredictable 
weather conditions over the 
years that damaged much 
of their farm produce." said 
the official. 

Most Gulf countries, for- 
merly major importers of 
Jordanian farm produce, 
banned the entry of local 
goods due to Jordan's per- 
ceived pro-Iraq position 
during the 1990-1991 Gulf 
crisis. 

However, most Gulf 
countries, excluding Saudi 
Arabia, have resumed agri- 
cultural imports from Jor- 
dan over the past two years. 
Saudi is about to resume 
imports after sorting out 
technical issues with Jor- 
dan, including pledges that 
local produce is not pollut- 
ed by wastewater and the 
overuse of pesticides. 

A parliamentary commit- 
tee is looking into ways to 
ease the plight of th^ farm- 
ers union. 


Extraordinary House session to 
convene in early June — Srour 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment is expected to con- 
vene its extraordinary ses- 
sion early next month to 
discuss a number of draft 
laws and other outstanding 
issues, according to House 
Speaker Sa’d Havel Srour. 

Mr. Srour was quoted by 
the Arabic daily Al Ra'i on 
Sunday as saying that a 
majority of deputies had 
submitted a memorandum 
asking the government to 
convene the session. 

The agenda of the extra- 
ordinary session will 
include topics suggested 
by the deputies and others 
proposed by the govern- 
ment, he added. 

According to Mr. Srour. 
the government wishes to 
add several draft laws io 
be debated in the coming 
session, including issues 
which the deputies did not 


include in their memoran- 
dum. 

Among these draft laws, 
he said, are those to which 
the government had 
pledged commitment 
before the House in its 
ordinary session, such as 
the anti -trust draft law-. 

Underlining the impor- 
tance of the upcoming 
extraordinary session, Mr. 
Srour said the House can- 
not discuss any issues that 
are not included in the 
agenda, which will be sub- 
mitted to Parliament 
through a Royal Decree. 

Informed sources said 
the session will focus 
attention on numerous 
draft laws that had earlier 
been referred to the spe- 
cialised House commit- 
tees. 

The deputies will con- 
centrate on efforts to 
ensure the endorsement of 


the largest number of laws 
rather than giving up time 
for genera] discussions, 
the sources added. 

Referring to the previous 
ordinary session, which 
ended on March 28. Mr. 
Srour said it featured 
lengthy debates on the 
government’s performance 
and so there was not suffi- 
cient time for endorsing 
laws. 

According to the AI Ra'i 
report, the following draft 
laws will be on the agenda 
of the extraordinary ses- 
sion: elections, competi- 
tion and anti-trust, cus- 
toms, protection of nation- 
al production, traffic, 
higher education. Jordan- 
ian universities, the higher 
education council, organ- 
ising vocational training, 
the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion, labour and press and 
publications. 


Planned overhaul of educational curriculum to remove stereotypes of women 


By Rana Hnsseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan plans to over- 
haul its educational curriculum by 
removing materials that encourage 
negative stereotyping of women as 
pan of wider efforts to reduce 
female abuse. 

Ministry of Education Secretary 
General Izzai Jaradat told a two- 
hour lecture on violence in Jordan- 
ian society that the Educational 
Research Department at the min- 
istry “will launch a study next year 
to determine forms of discrimina- 
tion or stereotyping of women and 
will work on changing it.” 

Many students say their school- 
books portray women as house- 
wives , responsible for cooking, 
cleaning and caring for children, 
and foil to mention their profes- 
sional potential as lawyers, acade- 
mics and doctors. 

“We have conducted a thorough 
study on the old curriculum and 
used it to illuminate all forms of 
gender discrimination in the tawji- 
bi books. We will soon launch a 
similar study on the rest of the 


grade school books," Dr. Jaradat 
told the participants. 

Dr. Jaradat also referred to cor- 
poral punishment, "which remains 
a problem in our over 2500 gov- 
ernment schools." 

The Ministry of Education 
banned corporal punishment in 
1962 "but still, the phenomenon 
occurs despite our continuous calls 
to end such practices," he said. 

“One of our main dudes is to 
raise teachers' awareness about the 
negative reaction such practices 
could have on students," the min- 
istry official stressed. 

But violence is also prevalent 
among the over one million stu- 
dents attending Jordanian schools. 
Dr. Jaradat maintained. 

He reviewed some statistics that 
were collected from school 
records which indicated that 
shouting and causing problems 
topped the chart with 3.821 inci- 
dents in one year. There were 
2581 cases of vandalism of school 
property and 1,771 cases of fight- 
ing among students. 

"Social changes, in addition to 
rapid changes in communications, 


have brought social problems" he 
explained. 

He also reviewed a 1990-1995 
study conducted by the Ministry of 
Interior on juveniles which indi- 
cated that 3,096 violent crimes 
were committed in schools. 

Theft and vandalism accounted 
for 2,575 cases. Moral crimes and 
molestation cases totalled 529. 
There were 93 attempted suicides 
among students during the five- 
year period, 53 cases of earning 
firearms to school, and nine 
reports of fraud. There were also 
two premeditated murders and 35 
attempted murders reported. 

Dr. Jaradat stressed that proper 
education and educating students 
in a democratic manner are the 
most important ways of solving 
these problems. 

In his address to the participants. 
Brigadier General Hisham Ensour, 
head of the Amman Police Depart- 
ment, said Jordan has witnessed 
several "upsetting and strange 
crimes.” 

The police official echoed Dr. 
Jaradat's remarks, saying that 
rapid social changes and the com- 


munications revolution have 
helped lead to violence similar to 
that experienced in other societies 
and “frustration among individuals 
stemming from lack of equal 
opportunities." 

Brig. Gen. Ensour stated that 
there* were 2.303 violent crimes 
reported in the Kingdom last year, 
including 105 murders, 273 
attempted murders, 297 armed 
robberies, 92 rapes, 1 ,000 assaults 
and S36 molestation incidents. 

Brig. Gen. Ensour criticised the 
current penal laws, which he said 
"are not harsh enough to deter vio- 
lence." 

"The responsibility- falls on us 
and the entire society, the govern- 
ment and the media in order to 
fight violence," he said. 

Minister of Social Development 
Mohammad Kheir Mamser said 
“social violence in Jordan stems 
from many factors, which include 
social and economic pressure, 
political causes and the feeling of 
inequality among individuals." 

The minister said that about 85 
per cent of the crimes committed 
by juveniles were expressions of 


violence and hatred. He added that 
85 per cent of minora who commit 
such crimes come from normal 
families. 

Majddin Kheiri, a sociologist at 
the University of Jordan, said there 
are several theories on violence at 
universities, stating that in his 
opinion it "is not the result of soci- 
ety. but rather the university envi- 
ronment." 

“There is a tendency among stu- 
dents to unite into groups, and this 
tendency stems from... circum- 
stances based on the students’ 
interests and needs," he added. 

These groups, he maintained, 
grow and look for power, "and this 
is when violence could start." 

He added that universities could 
deal with such problems by adopt- 
ing an orientation programme for 
students and imposing compulsory 
courses “in order for them to leant 
new concepts thar will help them 
cope with die changes of their new 
environment” 

The lecture, which was held at 
Le Meridien Hotel, was oiganised 
by the American Universities 
Alumni Club. 


World News 

FAA grounds older Boeing 737s 
ifter discovering wire wear 


ASHINGTON (AP) — 
ne U.S. government on 
indav grounded older 
odels of the Boeing 737, 
e world’s most popular jet, 
ter mandatory inspections 
some aircraft found exten- 
ve wear in power tines ruli- 
ng through their wing fuel 
nks. 

le order affected 15 per 
:nt of the U.S. passenger 
ret, causing flight cancetia- 
m s as the business week 
gan. 

ie fleet-wide grounding, 
e first since McDoonell- 
ouglas DC- 10s were 

ounded in 1979 following 
crash in Chicago, came 
ree days after the U.S. 
sderal Aviation 

dministration (FAA) gave 
rlines up to a week to 
spect their oldest 737s for 
ms of wear in the wiring 
• the pipes that cany the 
ires through the fuel tanks. 

recent inspection of a 
ontinental Airlines 737 
und both exposed wires 
id holes in the piping 
;lieved to have been caused 
/ electrical sparks, 
fflcials feared the mixture 
fuel, air and electricity 


could spark an explosion 
such as that which downed 
the Paris-bound TWA Flight 
800 shortly after takeoff 
from New York. 

By Saturday afternoon, 13 
more aircraft had been 
inspected and mechanics 
found chafing in half of the 
bundles examined. One 
wiring bundle in a United 
Airlines 737 showed signs of 
sparking in one spot and a 


There are 179 such aircraft 
operated by U.S. carriers. 
The FAA also ordered 
inspections over the next 
two weeks for 737s with 
between 40,000 and 50,000 
flight hours, generally the 
newer generation Boeing 
737-300, 400 and 500 air- 
craft Those models have 
oval-shaped engines mount- 
ed on pylons' that extend in 
front of the wrings. There are 


Boeing: We ’re doing all 
we can to minimize any 
' schedule disruptions 


second area where the wires 
had been worn; bare, most 
likely from vibration over 
the plane's 50,000 hours in 
flight. 

That prompted the FAA to 
revise its original order, 
ordering all Boeing 737-100 
and 200 senes aircraft 
immediately out of passen- 
ger service until they could 
be inspected and repaired. 
The planes have cigar- 
shaped engines mounted 
directly under their wings. 


118 such planes in the 
United States and 282 
worldwide, i 

Based on the early inspec- 
tions, the FAA also let air- 
lines discontinue inspections 
of another set of pipes and 
wires leading! to the aircraft's 
center fuel taupk. In all 13 air- 
craft inspected, there were 
no signs of chafing found in 
that wiring. < 


“While we 


are concerned 


about [the inspections] and 
the disruption it may have on 


the system, the No. I con- 
cern of the FAA is safety," 
said Thomas McSweeny, the 
FAA’s director of aircraft 
certification. 

Boeing supported the action, 
which followed its own ser- 
vice bulletin to aircraft own- 
ers on April 24. 

“We’re doing everything we 
can to minimize any sched- 
ule disruptions to affected 
737 operators and we will 
continue working with the 
FAA to monitor the inspec- 
tion results and take any 
other action that may be 
advisable.” said Boeing 
spokesman Russ Young. 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB), 
which investigates airline 
accidents, commended the 
FAA for taking “aggressive” 
action to identify and elimi- 
nate one of the dangers iden- 
tified during the investiga- 
tion into TWA Flight 800 — 
potential ignition sources 
that could spark a fuel tank 
explosion. 

‘The FAA is to be congratu- 
lated for its swift action." 
NTSB Chairman Jim Hall 
said in a statement Sunday. 


J.N. struggles to 1 rebuild Afghan 
egion destroyed by quake 


OSTAK, Afghanistan 
vFP) — The United Nations 
id humanitarian groups are 
cing a major task in rcbuild- 
g the earthquake-ravaged 
ostak region of northern 
fgbanistan even as renewed 
^ ting breaks out 
Not only must they rebuild 
ousands of homes but also 
ovide water, agricultural 
ipport and reestablish basic 
frastructure in the villages, 
i official from ACTED, a 
eneh non-governmental 
oup. said Sunday. 

The quake on Feb. 4 hit 14 
11 ages in the region, almost 
iping out six of them and 
aving several thousand peo- 
e dead 

In the tiny hamlet of Ghanj. 
lilt on a mountainside at a 
right of more than 2.000 
etres. around 800 people 
ed when their houses were 
nashed by a landslide. 

“We are going to concen- 
ate on the most damaged 
llages but that does not 
ean we are going to ignore 
e others," explained 
cderic Roussel of ACTED 
Vgence pour la Cooperation 
xhnique et le 
6v6Ioppement). 

Up to now. aid agencies 
ive been focusing on bring- 
g in urgent supplies to help 
e survivors get through the 


bitter winter. 

Bradley Foerster from the 
U.N. Development 

Programme estimates the 
value of the emergency aid at 
around $500,000. 

Mr. Foerster said he had a 
budget of $2 million, provid- 
ed by donor countries after 
the quake, to bring help to the 
region with the operation 
scheduled to start in June. He 
estimated that only $1 ntillioir 
would be needed to rebuild 
the village s. 

ACTED estimated that 
overall some 2J>00 houses 
were destroyed as well as 
dozens of small bridges over 
mountain streams. 

Official figures initially 
estimated the death toll at 
4,000 but a survey in the 
affected villages subsequently 
put it at around 2300. 

Of the original, 700 families 
left homeless, only 290 still 
needed shelter two months 
later and now all have been 
housed in camps thrown up 
by the aid groups in the first 
days after the quake. 

“There are actually more of 
them 0° die camp) than 
before," said one aid worker, 
adding that poor families 
from other villages had come 
in hoping to get aid supplies. 

But officials in the province 
of Takhar. which includes 


Rostak. have 
effort, saying 
insufficient 
Local corrimander 


been too little* 
very late. 
More than 


criticised the 
aid has been 


Hadji 


Sobanqul told AFP aid had 


and had arrived 


2,400 families 


still need urgent help, he said, 
adding: Tm waiting to see 
what sort of international aid 


* «Wvoirive 
them." 

_ -The _ situation 


to- rehabilitate 


in .the 


province has! also worsened 
with renewed fighting. 

Taleban forces are battling 
the troops of Ahmad Shah 
Masood around the town of 
Ishkemish in the southwest of 
Takhar province. 

The province is controlled 
by the Jamiaij-Islaml a raqjor 
faction withitji the opposition 
alliance, official sources in 
Rostak told a|FP. 

It was unclear who effec- 
tively controlled the strategic 
area, where northern alliance 
commander Masood is direct- 
ing the fighting. 

The Taleban are aiming to 
capture the town and cut the 
road between die provincial 
capital Taloqan and Pul-i- 
Khumri, an important com- 
munications hub north of the 
Salang tunnel 


United Nations fails to win 
andmine deal in Sri Lanka 


.OMBO fAFPj — A lop 
?d Nations official has 
i to persuade Sri Lanka's 
ing Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
jovemment forces to agree 
’-commission landmines, 
imats said Sunday, 
ited Nations Secretary 
rral Kofi Annan’s special 
sentative on children in 
d conflict, Olara Otunnu, 
iled to the separatist 
ration Tigers of Tamil 
ti and the military to give 
le mines. U.N. diplomats 
said. 

Otunnu told reporters 
Saturday shortly before 
Qg after a week long visit 
ie had raised the issue of 
antling the mines in the 
rsls of civilians with both 
in the drawn out civil war. 
Mh sides said they were 
rrepared to do away with 
mines which are being 
in the north and the east of 
ra untry" a U.N. official 
However, both parties had 
d to take maximum care 
revent civilians getting 
it up in mine attacks, 
hough both sides rejected 
ppeals they agreed not to 
it children for their war 
s. Ms. Otunnu said. 

• United Nations was 
ing on a plan to ensure 
d Lanka’s warring parties 
their promises to spare 
•cn from the separatist 
[« which has claimed 


over 55,000 lives since 1972, 
he said. 

Ms. Otunnu said the sepa- 
ratist Liberation Tige rs of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) had 
promised to immediately stop 
recruiting child warriors and to 
hale attacks on civili ans. 

Leaders of the LTTE also 
promised to review their strate- 
gies and tactics of attacking 
civilian targets, Ms. Otunnu 
said after visiting the embattled 
northern Vanni region. 

Ms. Otunnu, a former 
Ugandan foreign minister, said 
both the LTTE and the govern- 
ment would be involved in 
framing a mechanism to moni- 
tor the implementation of the 
pledges he extracted from the 
two sides. 

He said the LTTE had agreed 
to a monitoring mechanism 
after agreeing to five points he 
raised about the welfare of 
children and civilian commu- 
nities and the free movement 
of people in the conflict zone. 

The U.N. official said he was 
concerned about newspaper 
reports on the day he arrived 
last Sunday, that the govern- 
ment was about to launch a 
recruitment drive in schools for 
its army. However Ms. Otunnu 
said the authorities had since 
assured him dial there was no 
such plan. 

•*If you start it in schools then 
it is a slippery slope,” Ms. 
Otunnu said, cautioning the 


government against deviating 
from the policy of not recruit- 
ing anyone aged below i S. 

The military as well as the 
government has (reared LTTE 
pledges to Ms. Otunnu with 
scepticism. 

Army chief Rohan 
Daluwatte said F riday he did 
not believe the LTTE would 
keep its promise and said most 
of its fighters were boys and 
girls below the age of 17. 

“It is just not possible for 
them not to recruit children. 
We have seen from the pictures 
of captured Tigers and those 
killed that they are kids," he 
said. 

Ms. Otunnu said he had 
expressed his “most gravest 
concern" about the continuing 
targeting of civilians through- 
out the country during his talks 
with Tiger political leader 
Thamilselvan and top ideo- 
logue Anton Balasingham. 

“The LTTE leadership 
acknowledged this to be an 
important and legitimate con- 
cern and undertook to review 
its strategies and tactics in this 
regard," the UN. official said- 

Security in the capital has 
been tightened amid fears of 
Tamil Tiger bomb attacks. 
There has been at least (me 
bomb attack every month in 
and around the ca pital and key 
towns since the LTTE blasted 
the World Trade Centre in 
Colombo last October. 


Indian 

nurses 

strike for 

sixth day 

defying 

government 

threats 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
More than 11.000 nurses 
in the Indian capital con- 
tinued a crippling strike 
for higher pay and bene- 
fits for a sixth day Sunday 
despite a government 
threat to sack a third of 
the protesters. 

Gurdarshan Kaur 

Khurana. chief of the 
Delhi Nurses Union 
(DNU), spearheading the 
strike, said: “Our girls are 
threatening to commit 
self-immolation. We can- 
not be bullied by discipli- 
nary and police action. 
We will show the govern- 
ment how strong we are." 

Ms. Khurana said nurses 
were being “dragged out 
of their hostels by police- 
men and forced to join 
duty” and added that her 
organisation would appeal 
to a national women’s’ 
council for an end to the 
“police excesses." 

Health Minister Dalit 
Ezhilmalai late Saturday 
said he would replace 
3,665 striking nurses in 
three of Delhi's seven 
main state-run hospitals 
“if necessary. 

“I have given enough 
opportunities to ray sis- 
rers. At the same time, the 
government has a respon- 
sibility" he said of the 
hundreds of thousands 
who have been turned 
away from hospitals here 
following of the nurses' 
strike. 

“We can no longer 
remain a silent spectator 
to the situation. Our inten- 
tion is to restore normalcy 
in hospitals." 

Police and authorities at 
government hospitals 
denied Khurana's accusa- 
tion that nurses were 
being forced to return to 
work. 

“It is an absolute false- 
hood," Kusum SahgaL 
principal of the state-run 
Lady Hardinge Medical 
College and Hospital said 
Sunday. 

She claimed the strike 
has hit 32 major state-run 
hospitals and some small- 
er clinics and dispen- 
saries. 

The Indian government 
has described as unac- 
ceptable the nurse's 
demands which include 
rises in laundry 
allowance, house rent, 
quicker promotion and 
better training. 
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Sinn Fein's president Gerry Adams (right) has a quiet word with chief negotiator 
Martin McGuinness at the start of their party’s conference in Dublin. The Sinn Fein 
resumed their party conference which was adjourned April 19 and recommended a 
‘Yes' vote in the upcoming refereudums on the Northern Ireland peace deal (See story 
on page 1) (Reuters photo) 


China stepping up defence 
presence near Indian coast 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India has “crucial evi- 
dence" of a strong Chinese 
naval presence in Myanmar 
and Chinese vessels are 
visiting islands near the 
Indian coast to monitor sig- 
nals traffic, a daily said 
Sunday. 

The Pioneer newspaper 
quoted unidentified Indian 
officials as saying they had 
proof that at least 42 
Chinese naval engineers 
and operations officers had 
been deployed in seven 
Myanmar (Burma) naval 
bases in the Bay of Bengal. 

They said the bases, 
including the Coco Islands, 
the Hainggyi Islands and 
the Ayeryarwady naval sta- 
tion. were .located near 
India's east coast. 

“Senior officials said the 
Chinese have been building 
up the pressure by sending 


vessels to intercept Indian 
signals communications." 
the Pioneer said, adding 
that the latest siting 
occurred in March. 

India’s new Defence 
Minister George Fernandes 
has sparked a storm by 
terming China as India's 
number one threat. He has 
accused it of building up 
naval bases on Myanmar's 
territory and of helping 
Pakistan to develop a sur- 
face-to-surface missile. 

China has denied being a 
threat to India. Mr. 
Fernandes toned down his 
remarks but said there 
could be no "let-up" of 
troops deployed on the 
Indo-Chinese border. 

Mr. Fernandes also 
accused Beijing of stock- 
piling nuclear weapons and 
extending military airfields- 
in Tibet to India's north 


during the past six months, 
adding that China was also 
training Myanmar's army. 

India and China fought a 
brief border war in 1962, 
leading to a virtual freeze in 
ties for 14 years. Relations 
have been on the mend and 
several high-level visits 
exchanged. Last month, the 
People's Liberation Army 
chief General Fu Quanyou 
came to India for talks. 

India says China still 
holds 40.000 square kilo- 
metres of its territory in 
Kashmir. China lays claim 
to a swathe of Indian terri- 
tory in the far eastern state 
of Arunachal Pradesh. 

Mr. Fernandes is a long- 
standing critic of China and 
of the military junta in 
Myanmar and one of the 
most vocal Indian support- 
ers of Tibetan indepen- 
dence. 


Samo gathers to bury 
Italian mudslide victims 


SARNO. Italy (AFP) — 
Thousands of mourners began 
gathering Sunday in the stadi- 
um at Samo. the southern 
Italian community worst hit 
by last week's devastating 
mudslides, for the mass funer- 
al of nearly 100 victims. 

President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro and Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi were to attend 
the service at the stadium 
dominated by the Monte 
d'Albano, still streaked with 
rivers of mud. 

Shortly before 9 a.m. (0700 
GMT), the first of 97 coffins 
were carried into place at the 
stadium, where Nocera 
Bishop Gioacchino Illiano is 
to officiate at the funeral ser- 
vice. 

Thousands of mourners, 
some in a state of uncontrol- 
lable grief, had already filled 
the stadium early Sunday. 

In Rome. Italian officials 
announced that at least 118 


people were killed as mud 
flooded down the mountain- 
side last Tuesday. 

Officials have repeatedly 
revised the toll upwards since 
the disaster struck. 

In addition to those known 
to have perished, a further 100 
people are missing, according 
to Italian authorities, but local 
sources said a more realistic 
figure was between 300 and 
400. The local sources said 
that the number of missing 
could be 150 in Samo alone. 

Awaiting the be ginning of 
Sunday’s funeral service, 
women dressed in black 
began to assemble round the 
coffins. Around a dozen small 
white coffins contained the 
bodies of children swept to the 
deaths by the tidal wave of 
mud and debris. 

Medical services had to 
intervene as. under the burden 
of grief, one woman fainted 
and others began to scream. 


Taking the microphone, a 
priest asked for doctors to 
administer tranquillisers to the 
stricken mourners. 

Earlier, posters were pasted 
up around the town of Samo 
to invite the community’s 
30.000 people to make their 
way to the stadium. 

In the unearthly silence of 
the town, shutters were firmly 
shut, traffic banned and any 
non-essential activities sus- 
pended from 10 am (0800 
GMT), on the orders of town 
authorities. 

The tragedy has led to anger 
as well as sorrow. 

Saturday, 100,000 people 
took to die streets of Rome, 
according to organisers, as 
criticism mounted that Italian 
authorities could have acted to 
prevent the catastrophe or at 
least limit its scale. 

Monday has been declared a 
national day of mourning. 


Ten Indians held over 
human organs racket 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Ten 
people have been arrested for 
alleged involvement in a 
human organs racket related 
to 150 illegal kidney trans- 
plants. the Hindustan Times 
daily said Sunday. 

Police said the 10. including 
three doctors, a police consta- 
ble and a nursing home staff 
member, were chained with 
wrongful confinement and 
endangering the life of a per- 
son. 

They were arrested in the 
New Delhi suburb of Noida 
Saturday after a patient. 
Shaukai Ali. complained a 
kidney had been removed 
without his consent. 

“Shaukai was trapped with 
the offer of a job in 
Singapore.” the newspaper 
said, adding that he had been 
taken to a nursing home run 
by the doctors, sedated and 
“on regaining his senses 
found his kidney removed." 


Police said the doctors in 
Noida had performed about 
150 kidney transplants by lur- 
ing poor people from New 
Delhi’s medieval Walled City 
area, predominantly inhabited 
by poor Muslims. 

They said the kidneys were 
sold to recipients for 80.000 
rupees ($1051) — about 
double the amount that was 
paid to the “donors." 

The 10 were arrested a day 
after two doctors from the 
eastern city of Ranchi in 
Bihar state, were held follow- 
ing a similar complaint. 

The Bihar victim said he 
had been taken to a nursing 
home in Ranchi run by one 
of the arrested doctors, by a 
man who promised him a job 
in the Middle East but said he 
had to undergo a medical 
check-up first. 

He said he was sedated and 
when he regained conscious- 
ness a nurse told him that one 


of his kidneys had been 
removed. 

The victim said he was 
later told that the kidney had 
been sold to an Arab and he 
was promised 50.000 rupees 
($ 1 382 ) — a sum he has yet 
to receive. 

An illegal and flourishing 

trade in human organs 

mainly kidneys and eyes 

had been rampant in India. A 
series of scandals resulted in 
the Human Organs 
Transplant Act hi 1994, 
which bans kidney donations 
to anyone except close rela- 
tives. 

The legislation, which is in 
force only in some Indian 
states, provides jail terms and 
stiff fines for middlemen. 
Doctors can permanently lose 
their licence. 

b) recent years India bad 
become a favourite for for- 
eigners seeking kidney trans- 
plants. 






tough on 
coalition 
partners ’ 

NEW DELHI (AFP) 

Indian Premier AM; , 
Behari Vajpayee must he ^ 
“firm and tough” to keep 1 * J 
his loose-knit govern.-^ 
ment in power, a cabinet-^ 
minister said Sunday’ if 
after coalition members 
demanded more conces- ■ 
sions in return for their fj 
support. if'-f 

Commerce Minister 
Ramakrishna Hegde said ":! 
in a television interview^ - 
that Mr. Vajpayee “has to - .' 
be firm and has to be- : . 
tough, if necessary, in the . 
interest of keeping his 
coalition intact. “He has ; 
to perhaps choose his 
colleagues (carefully) 
and ... reshuffle his cab- - 
inet.” 

Mr. Hedge's comments 
came a day after Mr. 
Vajpayee's Hindu nation- 
alist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP, Indian 
People's Party) and its 
numerous regional allies 
held talks on disputes 
dogging the alliance 
since it came to power on 
March 19. 

In Saturday's meeting, 
maverick politician 
Jayalalitha Jayaram, a 
regional ally ffom the 
southern state of Tamil 
Nadu, demanded the 
sacking of the adminis- 
tration in her borne state. 
She lost power in the 
state in provincial elec- 
tions in 1996. 

Similarly two other 
regional allies wanted 
rival parties running the 
states of West Bengal and 
Orissa to be dismissed 
for inefficiency arid mal- ’ 
administration. 

Mr. Hegde said Mr. 
Vajpayee had ’ earlier 
given in to several 
“unreasonable demands” 
by the more than dozen 
allies, saying the prime 
minister should have 
“asserted" himself. He 
said the demands had a 
“cumulative effect." 

The government had 
been plagued by a “peri- 
od of unpleasantness" 
since it came to power, 
he said. 

The BJP-led coalition 
has also been wracked by 
veiled threats of a with- 
drawal of support and 
corruption allegations 
which have led to the 
sacking of two cabinet 
ministers. 

Ms. Jayalalitha had ear- 
lier demanded the resig-: 
nation of several mini s- . - 
ters, including 

Commerce Minister 
Hegde, after one of her 
prot6g6s in the cabinet 
was forced to quit over 
corruption allegations. 

She commands the sup- - 
port of 27 members of 
parliament within the 
264-seat coalition arid ' - 
could have brought down 
the government by 
switching to the equally 

fragmented opposition. 

Another ally of the 
nationalists quit his 
provincial ministerial 
post following charges of 
corruption. - - 

That was followed by - 
sabre-rattling by Defence 
Minister George 

Fernandes, a Socialist 
leader member of the nil- - - 
ing coalition, .who . 
accused China of con- - 
structing a helipad in a 
disputed area at the bor- 
der and helping Pakistan, 
to develop a surface-to- . 
surface missile. 

Mr. Vajpayee denied . 
the first allegation but 
Mr. Fernandes’ repeated ‘ - 
anti-China co mme nts 
have been an acute 
embarrassment for the 
government. 

Mr. Hegde said Mr. 
Fernandes had shot off 
his mouth. 

“We should not say 
anything unnecessarily 
which would strain our 
relationship partictilari^ 
with China," he said, 
adding that Mr. 
Fernandes was a “highly 
emotional” person. • . • 
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VS. envoy Richard Holbrooke (left) talks with ethnic Albanian leader Ibrahim 
Rogova at the start of a meeting in the offices of the Democratic League of Kosovo 
(Renters photo) ^ 


MPs, journalists injured 
as police storm rally in 
western Kenya 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Ten 
members of parliament and 
two journalists were injured, 
some seriously, when police 
forcibly dispersed a rally in 
western Kenya Saturday, the 
Kenyan press reported 
Sunday. 

The injured included out- 
spoken assistant minister and 
Cheiangani MP Kipnno Amp 
Kirwa and two other mem- 
bers of the ruling Kenya 
African National Union 
(KANU), John Sambu and 
William Ruto, as well as 
seven opposition MPs. 
Opposition Social 

Democratic Party MP for 
Nairobi’s Dagoretti con- 
stituency. Beth Mugo. was hit 
five times, over the head with 
batons at die rally at Sabwani 
Primary ' School in Rift.;; 
VfrDey's Kwanz3 constituent 
cv. 

Several other people, 
including at two journalists 
working for the opposition 
weekly People newspaper — 
Johana Wandeto and 
Wanyama Chebusiri — were 
also seriously injured in the 
Bacas, which erupted when 
the police declared the rally 
illegal and moved in to dis- 
perse it 

The rally had been called by 
the local MP and rop opposi- 
tion FORD-Kenya official, 
lawyer Geoige Kapten. to dis- 
cuss insecurity, cattle raids 
and land allocation in tbe 
North Rift Valley region. 

There has been a country- 
wide outcry over the current 
serious security problems in 
tbe North Rift Valley and con- 


tinuing insecurity in Njoro, 
Laikipia and Nakuru areas, 
also in the Rift Valley. 

Fighting between the Pokot 
and Marakwet tribes, which 
started out as traditional rival- 
ry and castle rustling, has 
degenerated into a daily 
bloodybath, which has left 
scores of people dead in the 
past two months and forced 
several hundred families, 
mostly Marakwets, to flee 
their homes. 

Hundreds of schools have 
remained closed after both 
teachers and their pupils fled 
in fear for their lives. 

Properties have also been 
destroyed and nationwide 
food supplies threatened as 
Trans Nzoia district arid parts 
of the North Rift Valley, 
■where fighting has been 
intense, are Kenya’s food bas- 
ket areas. 

MPs have both outside and 
inside parliament accused 
Home Affairs Minister 
Francis Lotodo, a Pokot, of 
masterminding the violence 
in Ncwth Rift districts of Pokot 
Marakwet and Trans Nzoia. 
and called for his resignation 
or sacking, as well as arrest 

But President Daniel Arap 
Moi has repeatedly defended 
the minister and refused to 
dismiss him. 

Thursday, Mr Moi ordered 
tbe Kenyan army to move in 
and help police disarm ban- 
dits and ordinary Kenyans 
who own guns in some of the 
troubled North Rift districts, a 
move the MPs were to have 
discussed at the rally. 


Salsa star helps former 
Venezuela Miss Universe 
launch presidential bid 




CARACAS (AFP) — 
funner Miss Universe Irene 
Saez formally launched her 
lad for tbe Venezuelan [resi- 
dency in a massive party hoe 
with live music provided by 
salsa great Oscar de Leon. 

Ms. Saez, the 1981 Miss 
Univase and currently tbe 
popular mayor of the Caracas 
suburb of Chaco, is one of tbe 
top three candidates in presi- 
d£ urial elections to be held 
Dec. 6. 

Ms. Saez is running as a 
candidate for a new party 
ijhich goes bv the acronym 

IRENE 

The former glam queen's 
Political party wiH search for 
ways to ‘‘unite the country ,' 5 
Ms. Saez said in her accep- 
speech to the crowd 
Satmday. 

Most of her speech was 
spow on explaining her politi- 
^ platform, which is based 
^ a improving foe govern- 
‘"without violence and 
justice and liberty." 

.Ms. Saez promised to lower 
Jtfktion, of«ii feeding centres 
tor children and pregnant 
^Pnten, and improve health 
^ and housing in poor 

“^ghboudwods. 

also promised clear 
rules for investors 
no new taxes, as well as 
to beef up the govern- 
collecting bureau- 


cracy and clamp down on tax 
fraud. 

The rally was Ms. Saez's 
first major political event, and 
she clearly came across as a 
candidate to be taken serious- 
ly- 

Ms. Saez’s speech came at 
the end of several hours of 
live music, topped off by 
widespread dancing to the 
music of De Leon, one of the 
biggest salsa performers and 
composers in the world and 
known here as ‘The King.” 

Ms. Saez also did her best to 
spell out the differences 
between her and another pop- 
ular independent candidate, 
retired army Colonel Hugo 
Chavez. 

CoL Chavez lead a failed 
military coup in February 
1992. and served time in 
prison for his adventure. 

Back in January Ms. Saez 
was clearly ahead of all other 
presidential contenders, 
according to polk. Her sup- 
port, though strong, has 
slipped to around 30 percent, 
behind Col. Chavez’s 34 per 
cent .. . . 

Venezuela’s two traditional 
leading parties, the social- 
democratic COPEI and the 
centre-right Democratic 
Action (AD), are both 
involved in internal squab- 
bling and their candidates are 
doing poorly in foe polls. 


Taiwan 
successfully 
tests missile 


TAIPEI (AFPi — Taiwan has 
successfully tested a french- 
made Mica missile in prepara- 
tion for a military exercise 
next week, the China Tunes 
reported Sunday. 

Military authorities have 
described the planned four-day 
exercise as routine in an appar- 
ent anempt to minimise dam- 
age to relations with China. 

The air-to-air missile, 
launched by a Mirage fighter, 
hit a tnock-taiget. Friday in the 
rehearsal off southern Taiwan, 
foe report said 
It was foe first time the Mica 
had been tested outside 
France, the report said adding 
that Taiwan had bought 960 of 
the missiles. 

The rehearsal, supervised by 
Chief of the General Staff 
Tar)g Fei, also tested two pilot- 
less aircraft and the test firing 
of sea-to-sea Harpoon missiles 
launched by six Knox-class 
frigates. 

The live-fire war game 
code named “Han Kuang 14” 
(Han Glory I will be staged in 
Hualren and Taitung in eastern 
Taiwan from Monday to 
Thursday, foe report said 
Military spokesman Kung 
Fan-Ding has said that the 
annual exercise was designed 
to comhal foe threat of a 
Chinese invasion. 

It will test the air defence 
and anti-landing capability of 
foe three branches of the 
armed forces deployed on pan 
of the nationalist island Mr. 
Kung said this week. 

Relations between Taiwan 
and China soured following a 
UJS. visit by Taiwanese 
President Lee Teng-Hui in 
raid- 1995. Beijing opposes 
any overseas trip by leaders of 
(be island which it insists is 
part of its territory. 

China broke off talks and 
held six. rounds of missile tests 
and war games near foe island 
during foe run-up to Taiwan’s 
first democratic presidential 
election in the spring of 1996. 

The deadlock remained until 
February when China sent a 
letrer to Taiwan agreeing on a 
resumption of visits by nego- 
tiators and of talks. 


U.S. envoy Holbrooke meets 
Rugova after Milosevic rebuff 


PRISTINA. Serbia (Ri — 
U.S. envoy Richard 
Holbrooke met ethnic 
Albanian leader Ibrahim 
Rugova Sunday after 
Yugoslav 'President 

Slobodan Milosevic refused 
to accept foreign mediation 
of Kosovo's demand for 
independence. 

Mr. Holbrooke spent 4- 
1/2 hours with Mr. 
Milosevic Saturday without 
budging the Yugoslav 
leader over his rejection of 
mediation, despite Western 
sanctions which threaten to 
inflict fresh damage on his 
crippled economy. 

Tanjug news agency 
reported Mr. Milosevic as 
saying "the question of 
international representa- 
tives in seeking a solution 
to the (Kosovo) problem 
was removed from foe 
agenda bv foe national ref- 


erendum." 

Serbs voted overwhelm- 
ingly against foreign media- 
tion in a referendum last 
month, although many fear 
the effects of sanction's. 

■■President Milosevic is 
always tough." Mr. 
Holbrooke told reporters 
who asked how his meeting 
went in Belgrade. 

Rugova. with Western 
support, has refused direct 
talks with foe Belgrade gov- 
ernment without foe partici- 
pation of a mediator and has 
boycotted negotiations on 
Mr. Milosevic's offer of 
autonomy within Serbia 

Mr. Holbrooke, a wall 
street banker since leaving 
government service, 

emerged as a go-berween 
Saturday after the west 
stepped up sanctions 
against Belgrade by ban- 
nine foreign investment in 


Yugoslavia. 

He was due to go to 
Tirana, foe capital of neigh- 
bouring Albania, after his 
talks with Mr. Rugova and 
to return to Belgrade 
Monday. 

The new sanctions block 
foreign investment in 
Yugoslavia and follow a 
freeze on its foreign assets 
last month. 

Authoritative Serb 

sources said foe measures 
could inflict serious damage 
on foe Yugoslav economy. 

Kosovo belongs to Serb 
but ethnic .Albanians make 
up 90 per cent of its 1 .8 mil- 
lion population and Serbs 
are reluctant to live there. 

Mr. Holbrooke’s interven- 
tion indicated fear in 
Western capitals that fight- 
ing in Koso\o between Serb 
police and ethnic Albanian 
suerrilias of foe Kosovo 


Liberation Army (KLA> 
could grow into a full- 
blown war. 

The KLA already com- 
mands a swathe of central 
and southwest Kosovo and 
ethnic Albanian political 
leaders have refused to talk 
to foe Serbs without a for- 
eign mediator to guarantee 
fair play. 

Mr. Holbrooke, who this 
month failed to broker a 
peace agreement between 
foe Greek and Turkish com- 
munities in Cyprus, under- 
lined the dangers posed by 
foe Kosovo conflict but was 
careful not to apportion 
blame. 

He told reporters foe situ- 
ation. in which at least 150 
people have been killed this 
year, was "serious enough 
to merit close attention*' and 
added: ‘‘One might say it 
has elements of extreme 


danger and volatility and if 
not reversed or checked 
could spread across foe 
national border and risk a 
wide conflagration." 

Kosovo has a southern 
border with Albania proper 
— accused by Belgrade of 
allowing foe KLA to smug- 
gle arms and men — and 
Macedonian which has a 
large ethnic Albanian 
minority. 

Mr. Holbrooke's muscular 
diplomacy strong-armed 
the warring sides in Bosnia 
into a peace aereemeni in 
1995. 

He formed a working 
relationship with Mr. 
Milosevic, patron of the 
Bosnian Serbs who rebelled 
against Bosnian indepen- 
dence. during months uf 
shuttle diplomacy that 
resulted in foe Dayton 
peace conference. 


Sweeping health strides made but 
poverty still biggest killer — WHO 


GENEVA (AFP) — 
Sweeping strides in health 
have improved foe lives of 
millions over foe past 50 
years, but rampant poverty 
still remains the biggest 
threat to longevity, "foe 
World Health Organisation 
said early Monday. 

"Overall. remarkable 
improvements in health 
have been due to socio-eco- 
nomic development,” out- 
going WHO Director 
General Hiroshi Nakajima 
told journalists at foe launch 
of foe organisation’s World 
Health Report 1988. 

“There is a global opti- 
mism.” said foe Japanese 
chief who steps down in 
July after 10 years in foe 
post. 

The report, foe third in a 
series begun in 1995, points 
out that more people than 
ever before have access to 
at least minimum health 
care, safe water supplies 
and sanitation facilities. 

Infant mortality 13165 have 
dropped during foe last half 
century, average life 
expectancy has shot up to 
66 years from 48 in 1995 
and many people can look 
forward to an extended 
healthy old age. 

“Because of health inter- 
ventions and foe increase in 
technology, we have been 
able to leapfrog the basic 
economic • development 
process, and offer the poor- 
est of the poor education, 
information and new tech- 
nologies,” Ralph 

Henderson, WHO assistant 
director general told jour- 
nalists. 

“The majority of the 
world's population has a 
terrific potential ahead of it, 
to make it so that foe later 
years are the best years of 
all of our lives.” 

But poverty is still foe 
biggest indirect killer. 

“Hundreds of millions of 
people in the Third World 
are still trapped in poverty 


where foe burdens of ill- 
health. disease, and inequal- 
ity are heaviest, where foe 
outlook is bleakest and life 
is shortest,” says Mr. 
Najakima. 

Some gaps in health 
between rich and poor are at 
least as wide as half a cen- 
tury ago and becoming 
wider still, warns foe WHO. 
Life expectancy in some 
countries, particularly in 
Africa, is actually declin- 
ing. 

“It is still a tragedy we are 
gening this gap between the 


rich and poor." Mr. 
Henderson said. This year, 
some 21 million people will 
die prematurely, most of 
them in the Third World. 

"Reducing these prema- 
ture deaths is one of foe 
greatest challenges facing 
humanity at foe dawn of foe 
21 st century" says foe 

report. 

the tally will include ten 
million children under foe 
age of five and 7.5 million 
men and women between 
20 and 49 “in w'hat should 
be some of foe best and 


most productive years of 
their lives.” 

Most of these early deaths 
are preventable, with at 
least two million children a 
year dying from diseases for 
which there are vaccines. 

Over one third of the 
global population still lacks 
access to essential drugs, 
and in developing countries 
in 1996, just 40 per cent of 
live births were delivered in 
clinics or hospitals and just 
about half had any profes- 
sional help at delivery. 

Nearly 600,000 women. 


‘Thousands of newborns, 
to welcome in 22nd c&htury’ 


GENEVA (.AFP) — Thousands of people 
bom at tbe end of this decade will live to 
toast in foe dawn of foe 22nd century', the 
World Health Organisation said today. 

By 2025, global average life expectancy 
will top 73 years compared to 66 currently, 
and in 26 countries it will reach 80, tbe 
WHO’s annual health report just issued 
said. 

A person bom in Iceland. Italy, Japan and 
Sweden can expect to live an average of 82 
years. 

In Australia, Canada. France, Spain and 
Switzerland, average life expectancy will 
increase to 81, while Germany, the United 
Kingdom and the United Stales will man- 
age SO years, the Geneva-based organisa- 
tion predicts. 

France, for one, is projected to have 
150,000 centenarians by 2050, compared to 
just 200 in 1950. 

Tbe average Chinese in 2025 will live to 
75, a Russian 72 and an Indian 71. 

Bottom of tbe rankings are mainly 
African countries, with foe average 2025 
life-span in Guinea Bissau at 56 years and 
in Sierra Leone, 51 years. 

In the next 25 years, the number of peo- 
ple over 65 is likely to grow by around one 
million a month from 390 million currently 
to 800 million or ten per cent of the popu- 
lation by 2025, said the report. 

Latin America and Asia will post particu- 
larly high growth rates of upto 300 per cent 
in foe older age category. 

All this means that fewer people of work- 
ing age will have to provide for an expand- 


ing number of older dependents, not just in 
direct aid but through taxation to provide 
health and social services and social secu- 
rity. 

Other trends highlighted by the report 
include the following: 

— The world’s population will expand to 
eight billion compared to 5.8 billion in 
1997. with women having an average of 
2-3 babies compared to 2.9 in 1995. 

— About 59 per cent of tbe population 
will live in cities, and only 41 per cent in 
rural areas, compared to 45 per cent and 55 
per cent respectively in 1995. 

— Heart disease, stroke and cancer will 
remain tbe leading causes of death in 
industrialised nations although by 2025 
cancer rales will remain stable, or decline 
in these countries. 

— Lung cancer deaths among women 
will rise in virtually all countries. 

— In developing countries, non-commu- 
nicable diseases such as cancer wiD 
become more widespread, largely due to 
tbe adoption of “Western” lifestyles and 
accompanying risk factors — smoking, 
higb-fal diet and lack of exercise. 

— Diabetes cases in adults will more 
than double globally from 143 million in 
J997 to 300 million by 2025 Laigely 
because of dietary and other lifestyle fac- 
tors. 

« — Fewer babies and Small children will 
die from infectious diseases and malnutri- 
tion, but there will still be 3bout five mil- 
lion deaths a year in children under five, 
against ll^milhou in 1995. 


mainly in foe developing 
world, die each year in 
pregnancy or childbirth. 

"It is time to realise that 
health is a global issue. It 
should be considered as an 
essential component of foe 
continuing globalisation 
process that is reshaping our 
world," Mr. Nakajima said. 

Mr. Henderson said foe 
report aims to reach out ro 
the majority of the world’s 
populations, and parents in 
particular. 

Unless their children 
begin to adopt bener 
lifestyles, they can look for- 
ward" to a longer life, but a 
disability -ridden life. 

“The message is, if we 
can change some of those 
behaviours — and we are 
talking about diet, addictive 
substances. and sexual 
health — we can look for- 
ward to... a terrific old age.” 

Mr. Nakajima said one his 
main concerns was the 
"double burden” of infec- 
tious and non-communica- 
ble maladies such as cancer 
— increasingly affecting 
both foe developed and the 
developing worlds. 

Infectious and parasitic 
diseases, such as tuberculo- 
sis, malaria and diarrhoea 
are still foe biggest killers 
among adults in much of the 
developing world, account- 
ing for 43 per cent of total 
deaths in these nations last 
year. 

Deaths from new scourges 
are also making inroads. 
AIDS claimed 2.3 million 
lives in 1997. becoming foe 
fourth biggest infectious 
disease killer and the (ally is 
likely to rise annually. 

The good news for devel- 
oping countries is that by 
2025. infectious diseases 
such as poliomyelitis, lep- 
rosy. guinea-worm disease, 
filariasis and hepatitis B. 
which together disable hun- 
dreds of millions of people, 
will have been eliminated or 
reduced in incidence. 


Mexico City records 
hottest weather 
of the century 


MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Mexico City roasted in tbe 
honest temperatures of the 
century’ Saturday, with the 
Mercury recorded ai 34.7 
degrees Celsius. 

The highest temperature of 
the day was 34.7 degrees 
Celsius at the (Benito Juarez) 
airport, for foe honest (day) 
of foe century in Mexico 
City, the city’s environment 
ministry said in a statement. 

Officials have warned tem- 
peratures could soar higher in 
other parts of the high-alti- 
tude city and surrounding 
areas, home to some 1 8 mil- 
lion people. 

In foe northern industrial 
city of Monterrey, tempera- 
tures reached nearly 45 C 
Friday. 

Dry air and heat in recent 
weeks have proved a lethal 


combination, fanning forest 
fires around foe country. At 
least 23 people died battling 
blazes in central Mexico 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Smoke from forest fires 
forced fout foe airport Friday 
and Saturday and sent chil- 
dren home from school in 
southern Villabermosa in 
Tabasco state. 

In Mexico City, foe heat 
fuelled smog levels to 248 
points on Mexico’s local 
Imeca scale, just two points 
away from emergency levels. 

The ministry called for 
rational use of automobiles 
Sunday, when traffic was 
expected to increase for 
Mofoer’s Day. 

At 250 Imeca points, an 
emergency plan forces many 
cars off foe city streets and 
factories to limit activity. 


Indonesian given hero’s sendoff amid call for reform 


YOGYAKARTA, Indonesia 
(AFP) — Hundreds of 
mourners united in grief here 
Sunday for the funeral of a 
man many of them never 
knew, and who was laid to 
rest under a wreath of flowers 
bearing foe clarion call 
“reform.” 

Moses Gatotkaca, an unem- 
ployed worker, has become 
an unlikely symbol of the stu- 
dent movement — allegedly 
beaten ro death on Friday by 
security forces as he stopped 
for some dinner in 
Yogyakana. 

In foe small, walled Conkok 
cemetery 1 some 10 kilometres 
outside the city, hundreds of 
mourners gathered to pay 
their respects to a man who, 
some believe, could become 
the movement's first martyr. 

Gathered at the graveside 
were huge floral tributes, one 
sent from opposition leader 
Megawati Sukarnoputri, the 
ousted leader of foe 
Indonesian Democratic Party. 

Mourners bent their heads 


in front of a wreath of palm 
leaves and pink bougainvil- 
laea winch bore foe simple 
testament: ‘There is only one 
word reform.” 

At times during the brief 
ceremony, mourners raised 
their fists defiantly, shouting 
“Allahu Akhbar' (God is 
Great) and calling for 
Gatotkaca 's death notto be in 
vain. Gatotkaca’s grieving 
adoptive mother Ida Sukardjo 
said her son had not been 
involved in tbe student 
protests which have locked 
this central Javanese city-, sav- 
ing he had been the victim of 
an unprovoked beating Friday 
by two policemen. 

According to a doctor quot- 
ed by the state-run news 
agency Antara. foe 39-year- 
old unemployed technical 
engineer was hit so hard over 
the head that his skull 
cracked. 

Student protests started in 
February. In past weeks, 
growing numbers of people 
have been swelling their 


ranks to clamour for political 
and economic reforms. One 
of foe mourners, who read a 
poem ar the graveside under 
trees heavy with sweet- 
smelling white blossom, said 
Gatotkaca was a “hero who 
(tied in war.” 

He bore a hero’s name in 
life — that of the mythical 
Gatotkaca who is tossed into 
a volcano as a child and sur- 
vives. and learns to fly to fight 
for good in the Javanese 
adaptation of the Indian saga 
of the Mahabharata. A 22- 
year-old student from foe 
Indonesian Islamic 

University, who identified 
himself only as Dee, said 
Gatotkaca’s death would 
strengthen the students* will 
to fight Bui his distraught 
mother said after foe short 
ceremony at the Conkok 
cemetery: “We don't want 
any more violence or injuries. 
“I feel anger deep in my heart 
at the government. I feel so 
Iosl 1 hope be hasn't died in 
vain. 


“Why does foe government 
use violence against foe peo- 
ple. The people don't have 
any arms.” 

An Islamic religious leader 
stood in (he grave saying a 
final prayer for Gatotkaca. 
while a mourner carried a 
crude wooden cross bearing 
his name and birth date and 
another a framed phoio. 
Handfuls of din were tossed 
into foe grave as mourners 
stood sometime^ with their 
heads bowed, sometimes with 
their fists raised. 

Afterwards, sitting on 
another grave and fighting 
back tears, his adoptive moth- 
er said: “Please tell your 
country what has happened 
here.” President Suharto 
should resign, she said in 
answer to a question. 

“.Almost all foe people here 
arc asking for that and all of 
them are really hoping that it 
will bring peace.” 

As she headed home, she 
voiced one last wish: “1 hope 
no harm will come to me.” 
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Lobbying for end 
of sanctions 

THE CURRENT Iraqi diplomatic offensive which 
includes Foreign Minister Mohammad SahhaTs 
visit to Amman and other emissaries to other Arab 
and non-Arab capitals seeks to explain Baghdad's 
position towards the crippling sanctions imposed on 
tbat country since 1990 and to lobby for their lifting. 

According to the latest figures, Iraq’s economy has 
lost about $140 billion worth of goods, commodities, 
equipment and services that would have been 
imported with oil money since the end of the Gulf 
war. 

But most drastic is the figure of 1.5 millio n Iraqis, 
mostly children, who have died due to- lack of food 
and medicine caused by the embargo."' 

Jordan bas long been calling for the lifting of the 
U.N. economic sanctions against Baghdad. His 
Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan have hardly missed an oppor- 
tunity to raise the issue of the suffering of the Iraqi 
people before any international forum they have 
attended or any world leader they have met since 
1991. 

Jordanians from all walks of life, from leaders to 
students, from businessmen to unionists, have always 
demanded that the crippling sanctions be lifted. 

Meanwhile, human rights organisations, NGOs 
and an increasing number of h uma nitarian and reli- 
gious groups worldwide have joined Arab and non- 
Arab countries in their call for lifting the sanctions. 

The EU member states have declared on many 
occasions their opposition to a continuation of the 
'etnbargo:'' 1 — ••••••• -i _f - ,»r- ). 

Opposition to the embargo against Iraq is also 
mounting insidethe U.S. Former Attorney Genetal 
Ramsey Clark on Friday beaded a delegation of 
prominent human rights activists to Baghdad in defi- 
ance of what he described as ‘‘the genoddal and 
murderous conduct" of his own government 

The US. administration is becoming more and 
more isolated in its campaign for maintaining the 
embargo and is running the risk of having to deal 
with this ‘international dispute” alone. 

Before that happens, and more innocent children 
die, it would be more convenient for both the US. 
and Iraq to try to reactivate the long-silent commu- 
nication channels between them. The Iraqi leader- 
ship has recently renewed its call for a direct dia- 
logue with the US., a proposal that King Hussein 
floated in March. Dialogue, Mr. Sahhaf said yester- 
day upon arrival in Amman, “is the civilised, most 
productive way in politics to tackle problems and 
resolve issues pending between two nations.” 

The U.N., the world body in charge of preserving 
peace, justice, and human rights, can no longer jus- 
tify the human loss caused by the sanctions. 

Legal disputes on whether maintaining the embar- 
go is lawful or not appear moot, in front of tbe petri- 
fying pictures of desperate mothers helplessly ago- 
nising over their dying babies. 

No matter the varied arguments that politicians 
formulate and produce to keep the sanctions, nobody 
will ever be able to hide the fact that this embargo is 
a flagrant violation of the first of all basic rights to 
which all men and women are entitled — the right 
to life. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm’s Saleh Qallab said Sunday the 
world expects the U.S. president to return the insult 
which Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu has 
directed at him by rejecting his call for a meeting in 
Washington and by behaving towards the U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross in a very humiliating manner. But the 
writer said that in reality the U.S. president is not 
expected to make such a move and will further succumb 
to Israel’s conditions and dictates and will refuse the 
American hegemony. In light of such developments 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat insisted that the tripar- 
tite summit which President Bill Clinton had suggested 
be held on schedule, noted the writer. He said while 
Netanyahu behaved very negatively towards 
Washington and its peace mediation. Arafat acted very 
positively towards the U.S. and its bids to bring about a 
settlement. The writer said that as long as the U.S. 
Congress blindly backs Israel, no progress can be 
achieved in the Middle East peace process. 

A1 RaVs Tawfiq Abul Rub addressed the proposed 
national conference on unemployment saying that a 
solution to the problem is bound to end many of the 
social ills plaguing Jordan at present The writer said 
that no doubt many researchers and economists as well 
as government officials will submit working papers and 
ideas for solving this chronic issue and this is quite 
understandable in view of the fact that almost every 
home in Jordan has some kind of complaint connected 
to unemployment He said that a solution to this issue is 
bound to reduce the number of crimes, robberies and 
even murders and is bound to enhance stability espe- 
cially since a solution can bring new hopes to the youth 
who constitute the future of Jordan. The writer said that 
the more the number of graduates from universities the 
more complicated the unemployment crisis becomes 
and so it is imperative to hold this conference or other 
relevant meetings to address the situation. 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Lessons in privatisation from Latin America 


IN THE privatisation debate several economists choose to 
give examples of South American countries as places 
where the privatisation experience has gone sour. 
Argentina and Mexico were sited during the Jordanian 
parliamentary debate of the Government Privatisation 
Plan; Argentina was sited by at least one economist as a 
representative of the bad effects of privatisation, Chile 
was another and so forth. However, current literature on 
the economies of Latin America, and these countries in 
particular, presents a totally different view point. 

In fact, because of the economic reforms that took place 
in Latin America (and in spite of the Asian crisis, which 
caused some foreign investors to hesitate and even with- 
draw their investments) the economic growth rate is 
expected to be 4.5 per cent this year, and inflation is 
expected to remain below 10 per cent New share issues 
by the firms in the region will total $6 billion in 1998 and 
are expected to grow by 25 per cent to $8 billion next 
year. The outlook can hardly be viewed as gloomy! 

But that was not always the case. For almost half a cen- 
tury because of big government — among other things. 
Latin America was indeed a hotbed of strife. In the 1940s, 
many of the state companies of Latin America grew out of 
the corruption of state officials who, acting in cahoots 
with private businesses, saw in stare-owned enterprises a 
way of siphoning off taxpayers’ money through padded 
government contracts granting them cheap raw materials 
and state resources. These companies continued to grow 
until the mid-eighties, receiving support from several 
groups: the generals of the national armed forces who saw 
in them a means for maintaining national security; trade 
unions who supported the job-creation scheme; and. of 
course, the leftists. As expected, corruption turned many 
of these companies into roulti-billion-dollar liabilities. 
And. as would also be expected, most of the privatisation 
activity in Latin America was out of the need to improve 
the governments’ accounts and not some ideological zeal. 

Latin America privatised at a very high speed. (The 
Economic Commission for Latin America stated in. a 


Ideoloav as science 


recent report that foreign direct investment replaced 
banks ‘in Latin America as the principal source of financ- 
ing.) In the past 10 years, 279 companies in the largest 
seven Latin American economies were sold for $90 bil- 
lion. Between 1990-95, the value of privatisation trans- 
actions in Latin America accounted for more than half of 
the total value of privatisation transactions in the devel- 
oping world, including the active markets of Central and 
Eastern Europe. Chile and Mexico were the pioneers fol- 
lowed by Argentina and Peru and lately Brazil, which is 
fast catching up. 

Argentina, sited by some in Jordan as a desolate coun- 
try, is enjoying an 8 per cent growth and a continuous 
growth period of 18 months; it looks forward to a 5.8 per 
cent growth rate for 1998 which cannot be shunned by 
any standard. Its GDP stood at $320 billion in 1997 with 
worldwide exports valued at $26.5 billion. Its budget 
deficit is down to 1 per cent of GDP and current account 
deficit is 2.5 per cent of GDP. 

The Economist, in its December issue last year, report- 
ed that Argentina managed to lower its unemployment 
rate down from 18.4 per cent in 1995 to 13.8 per cent in 
1997. 

But the Argentina of the mid-1980s had a different story 
to tell. That Argentina, whose state-owned companies 
accounted for only 6.28 per cent of GDP was suffering, 
mainly because these firms managed to create annual 
losses of 5.6 per cent of GDP between 1983-85. Such 
losses were indeed crippling to the Argentine economy. 

Let’s view what happened in some of the sectors that 
were privatised in Argentina. For example, Argentina 
used to have an extremely bad telephone service 
(renowned as the worst in South America), such that firms 
used to hire people for the sole function of holding the 
telephone handset for hours to wait for a dial tone. It has 
now two companies: Telecom (in which Stet, France 
Telecom, and Argentina's Perez own large stakes) and 
Telefonica (which is owned by the large Spanish firm 
known by the same name). Both companies have 6-year 


monopolies in their geographic regions, joint control of 
long distance telephony and the right to operate mobile 
telephone services. The two firms did a good job of 
upgrading the industry by investing close to $5 billion 
with a 100 per cent digital network and 4700 km of fiber- 
optic cable. The World Bank reckons that to grow by five 
per cent a year t^rin America needs to spend $60 billion 
on new infrastructure annually. (A side note: at a recent 
seminar a World Bank report indicated that a country in 
the MENA region can experience an economic growth of 
one additional percentage point by increasing the stock of 
its infrastructure by i per cent per annum. 

This is a remarkable deal, which can only be achieved 
through greater private sector participation in tire provi- 
sion of infrastructure.) Other examples of successful pri- 
vatisation include Mexico, which had 1115 state-owned 
companies in 1982 that received transfers and subsidies in 
die neighbourhood of 12.7 per cent of GDP from the gov- 
ernment Chile in two privatisation rounds in the mid- 
1970s and the mid-1980s privatised firms with sales equal 
to 13 per cent of GDP. Peru has privatised companies 
since 1990 with sales equal to 1 1 per cent of GDP. 

One could go on and on siting the different achieve- 
ments of the Latin American countries in the area of pri- 
vatisation and the positive impact that it has had on these 
economies. Most significantly, these economies provide 
examples of privatisation as being a means to ending a 
difficult situation and not the reverse. Addressing the 
haphazardly thrown negative examples of tbe effects of 
privatisation and searching for counter examples wastes 
valuable strategic time that Jordan may not have. 

Critics and policy-makers alike must not believe that 
privatisation is to be earned out in a two-dimensional 
space (Jordan as seller, and the buyer who may be local or 
foreign); it is at least a three-dimensional issue: seller, 
buyer and another seller. 

Chances are being wasted and fortunes may be squan- 
dered in recklessly obstinate debates. Let's not wait too 
long. 


The political economy of ‘bantustanisation’ in Palestine 


By Aisfing Byrne 

A QUARTER of the way through 1998. 
forecasts For Palestinian political and eco- 
nomic scenarios are bad: the London-based 
Economist Intelligence Unit's Third Quarter 
Country Report for Israel and tbe Occupied 
Palestinian Territories’ “Outlook for 1997- 
98" makes glum reading: “Israeli withdraw- 
al from the West Bank is likely to be mini- 
mal, and violence is expected to result from 
Palestinian frustration. The U.S. remains the 
only broker with influence but will not use 
it to pressure Israel, thus making progress in 
Israeli-Palestinian talks unlikely." And, 
David Horowitz, managing editor of die 
Jerusalem Report, warns that with Israel 
“sliding inexorably to the right. Arafat's 
bottom lip trembling more by the week... 
his aides are denying rumours of terminal 
illness while his ministers and security 
chiefs quietly battle to succeed him... tbe 
Palestinian economy is in far worse shape 
than before the Oslo accords.” In fact, a 
recent U.N. report described the years 1992- 
1996 as “the worst period in recent history” 
as far as “long-term future prospects of the 
private sector and growth of exports" are 
concerned. 

A major cause of these seriously deterio- 
rating economic conditions are the political 
and sociOTpolitical changes that have 
occurred in the past five years. Ideology has 
a tendency to pass itself off as science, cam- 
ouflaging the political context within which 
economic policy-making occurs. Current 
economic activity has turned into the eco- 
nomics of “bantustanisation." Like a pres- 
sure cooker, the temperature is turned up 
and down as required, and as and when nec- 
essary. the lid is put firmly on. Both tbe 
under-development and disrepair -of. -the ; 
Palestinian economy by Israel and the ideal- 
ism and self-reliance of the intifada by 
Palestinians has given way to a more finely 
tuned set-up of policy-making — both polit- 
ical and economic — by remote control. As 
Israeli analyst Meron Benvenisti explains: 
“The occupation continues, albeit by remote 
control, and with the consent of the 
Palestinian people. It goes without saying 
that 'cooperation’ based on the current 
power relationship is no more than perma- 
nent Israeli domination in disguise, and that 
Palestinian self-rule is merely a euphemism 
for bantustanisation.” 

It is in this context that economic policy- 
making and supposed economic “develop- 
ment" must be viewed; for without taking 
due account of the political, social and other 
contextual realities of the current situation, 
one could be deluded into thinking that the 
establishment of a Palestinian state will put 
an end to the historical conflict and that eco- 
nomic development will then take off. 

The current stage of the Palestinian strug- 
gle for self-determination is occurring with- 


in an international context of globalisation 
— political, economic and cultural; a “new 
times" context where the illusory terminol- 
ogy of post-modernism is used to justify 
things that seem not to be what they are. or 
seem to be what they are not. Although ter- 
minology may suggest otherwise, in 
Palestine the occupation continues in all but 
name. Support for tbe creation of a 
Palestinian state in patchwork form is 
increasingly loud and clear, from the likes 
of Ariel Sharon. leaders from right-wing 
and settler parties, and across the board 
from Labour. Likud and other parties — 
including in the U.S. — with mere “arith- 
metical" differences of opinion on its size. 

New bureaucratic elite 

A critical factor here is the emergence and 
increasing prominence of “neopatrimonial” 
socio-political forces in Palestine that are 
often one and the same as top Palestinian 
[National] Authority (PNA) officials, 
including officials in the security services 
and PNA economic advisers. According to 
Palestinian political analyst Ali Jarbawi, 
“the growth of the PNA bureaucracy, main- 
ly funded by donor countries, has given rise 
to a new privileged class and new political 
loyalties... which has led to a split within 
Fateh with political power shifting gradual- 
ly to this Dew bureaucratic elite, which will 
progressively replace it as the ruling politi- 
cal party,” a process that has already begun. 
And as “the centre of Palestinian political 
life shifts from the ‘outside’ to the ‘inside’ 
there is a reconfiguration of the basis of the 
political process, which will henceforth 
derive from tbe reality and constraints of 
life inside Palestine.” And these “neopatri- 
-moniaC or“pibal2LfooeesJutve forged-links- 
in ~ Israel. As Benvenisti comments:' 
“Nations tbat do not have conflicting inter- 
ests have nothing to conduct negotiations 
over." 

The “opportunities" and context provided 
by the Oslo process for this new elite — tbe 
establishment and management of a pletho- 
ra of monopolies for example — are thus 
perhaps not unintentional. And the prevail- 
ing political culture, which creates die cor- 
ruption that in turn corrodes the legitimacy 
of political leadership, is sustained by pop- 
ular despair. 

Economic policy is geared, to a latge 
extent, to the “neopatrimonial use of 
resources,” according to Canadian academ- 
ic Rex Bryen. “Formal lines of responsibil- 
ity are overwritten by patronage and clien- 
tatism, and the boundaries of public role 
and private interest are blurred, with public 
office representing an important mechanism 
of private rent-seeking: state resources are 
used to lubricate patron-client networks 
while, at the same time, the state's ability to 
extract resources and regulate behaviour 


creates conditions under which the supply 
of and access to scarce goods can be manip- 
ulated — the fundamental foundation of the 
power of patronage." 

And despite its effoits, the Palestinian 
Legislative Council's attempts have, to date, 
been largely futile. “The executive is trying 
to undermine the Legislative Council by 
keeping it out of the final status negotiations 
and by curtailing its ability to hold tbe gov- 
ernment financially and politically account- * 
able. While the situation jemains m flux^thq.. 
general shape of the political 'map can'' 
already be gleaned from tbe changes cur- 
rently under way,” Ali Jarbawi said. 

Reports in the Palestinian. Israeli and 
international press have exposed that extent 
of the corruption and the close connections 
between top Palestinian and Israeli security, 
political and economic officials. The June 
1997 report of tbe Palestinian Legislative 
Council's Economic Committee was highly 
critical of these practices and the PNA’s 
economic strategy, and it too warned of 
politically motivated economic manage- 
ment. It highlighted the “absence of any 
overall supervision of the economy which 
gives certain ministers the opportunity to 
call their own personal shots” Most min- 
istries, it noted, “suffer from duplicate inter- 
nal leadership... tbe most dangerous aspect 
of which is the geographical split between 
the West Bank and Gaza.” And although on 
the fringes, and among die NGO movement, 
there are small-scale projects and initiatives 
aimed at development, the effects of current 
policies and trends are steadily worsening 
the context within which even these small 
initiatives can succeed. 

The power of the World Bank 


Another major player in terms of econom- 
ics in Palestine is the World Bank (as well as 
other international financial organisations) 
which has a largely free band. Given tbat 
Palestine faces somewhat similar conditions 
to other developing countries, it is impor- 
tant to Link tbe Palestinian experience to that 
of other countries and analyse to what 
extent Palestine can learn from their mis- 
takes. The World Bank sets great store by 
the successful development of economies in 
the Far East (before December 1997, that 
is). And simply in terms of generating ideas 
about economic development, the World 
Bank is in a powerful position to frame 
debate with its ability to influence the terms 
on which low-income countries gain access 
to international capital markets. It has a 
research budget far larger than that of any 
other development organisation and 
immense influence on the media. Its report 
The East Asian Miracle is a good illustra- 
tion of die dangers of economics being pre- 
sented as “science” and therefore devoid of 
any political/ideological content Certainly 


in the Palestinian context, successive World 
Bank/IMF/U.N. reports amount — to all 
intent and purpose — to official blueprints 
for development and, in the absence of 
much else, are thus presented as faits 
accomplis. 

While political pressures play their part, 
economic pressures determine die extent to 
which changes and improvements can be 
directed. The shift in power at the political 
Tevef to the new bureaucratic 'etifereoapled 
.with the PNA’s financial ^dependence, pn 
'Israel' (& a U.N. -report -noted in September 
1997. the recent withholding of funds by 
Israel to the PNA was a “measure not relat- 
ed to security"), the regional effects of the 
peace process (increased trade by Israel 
with Jordan and Egypt, for example), and 
the key role being played by the World Bank 
and other international financial institutions 
are four crucial issues tbat currently deter- 
mine economic policy in Palestine. 

As these different forces and interest 
groups struggle for power and influence, 
voices of dissent are beginning to be heard 
in the business community. Palestinian busi- 
nessmen already complain that Jordan 
“affects (hem more than closure," and repre- 
sentatives from the Palestinian private sec- - 
tor are calling for some form of protection 
against. tbe regional economic rearrange- 
ments in the wake of tbe Oslo agreements. 

Against such a background, how can one 
even talk of development and “reaping the 
benefits of peace” (as Oslo was sold to the 
Palestinian people and the world in World 
Bank reports in 1993), if within a matter of 
months, unemployment jumps some 20-30 
per cent and average daily wages fall by 24 
per cent? As Graham Usher wrote in News 
From Within last July: “The preoccupation 
amongst most Gazans has become less the 
national struggle against Israel than the 
baser struggle for social and economic sur- 
vival. And increasingly their anger is being 
directed as much against their own regime 
as against the occupation." 

Despite the public sector's employment of 
some 78,000 Palestinians, 35.000 of whom 
work for one of the PNA’s twelve police and 
security forces — a figure that the IMF pre- 
dicted would grow by nine per cent in 1997 
— tbe PNA’s deputy minister of economics 
said proudly in June 1997: “I think that the 
inflation of the government's bureaucracy is 
one of the authority’s greut economic 
achievements. Where would all these people 
find work if we had not made them clerks?” 

This article is a summary xjf a paper. 
Economic Relations and Economic 
Development: A political econoiny analysis, 
given at a conference organised by the 
Palestinian Centre for Humor . < Rights in 
Gaza, in December 1997. 

— Middle East International 


For the sake of that vote 

To the editor: 

WHEN ONE follows the reaction, or more correctly the polit- 
ical antics, of U.S. politicians, whether in connection with the 
ongoing and increasingly frustrating peace-process, or the 
advent of tbe 50th anniversary of the creation of Israel (the 
Israelis have the impertinence of calling it liberation): one can- 
not but feel a sense of disgust at the capacity of U.S. politicians 
to brush aside the moral and humanitarian principles on which 
the United Stales of America was established. They ignore the 
basic principles of human rights, including the right of self- 
determination. and principles of international law which these 
politicians profess to believe in. and indulge in the most base 
of opportunistic practice to please the "minority vote" that 
might gel them into office; and to hell with the Palestinian peo- 
ple and whoever else might get in the way! 



To mention but a few very telling examples; When Vice- 
President A1 Gore (a presidential aspirant) visited Israel to cel- 
ebrate its 50th anniversary, he allowed himself to declare that 
Jerusalem was tbe united and everlasting capital of Israeli No 
matter that east Jerusalem is occupied territory according to 
U.N. Security Council resolutions. In effect the U.S. vice-pres- 
ident was publicly encouraging violation of international law 
and encouraging aggression, with the obvious and certain 
favourable effect on the Jewish lobby back home? 

Tbe U.S. administration has not had tbe courage to officially 
declare that it supports the 13.1 per cent deployment of Israeli 
troops from tbe occupied West Bank, and thus has left Israel 
more leverage to manoeuvre on the flimsy pretext of security 
(which incidentally has no legitimacy in international law) and 
build more settlements and manipulate the demography of the 
occupied territories in violation of relevant Geneva conven- 


tions. This is an .obvious conspiracy to encroach on more 
Palestinian turf. And such is the liiy-tivered approach of the 
U.S. ad mi nistration towards Israeli defiance of Security 
Council resolutions. But when other countries violate interna- 
tional law, they are treated to a barrage of cruise missiles and 
Stealth aircraft The double-standards are not lost on the people 
in the area, leaving those who desire peace with a very weak 
argument. 

AU heU broke loose when the courageous and principled first 
lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton, declared in Geneva dial the 
Palestinian people had the right to statehood. Such non-con- 
formism was unforgivable! AU the fuss of course was in defer- 
ence to the Jewish vote. These and many other nauseating 
examples of pandering to the “vote” continue to manifest them- 
selves. As for many prominent members of (he VS. Congress, 
they may as weU be sitting in the Israeli Knesset Suehindigni- 
ues are unbecoming of such a great nation. 

Omar Abbess 
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A quarter century later ; scholarly investigations continue 




to unravel secrets 


of earliest towns along south-east Dead Sea coast 


Editor's note: This is the 
first in a series of articles 
on the last 25 years of work 
in the Southern Ghors 
region along the south-east 
Dead Sea coast. Today’s 
article examines the major 
site of . Bab edh-Dhra 
Upcoming articles will 
review the results of recent 
scholarly work at Numeira. 
Safi. Feifeh, Khneizira, 
Mazra’a, and other sites in 
the prea, and consider the 
question of whether the 
remains of the biblical 
cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah and other Cities 
of the Plain may be located 
in this area. 


THE AREA along the 
south-east shore of the 
Dead Sea, from the Lisan 
Peninsula to just south of 
the Dead Sea, is known in 
English as the Southern 
Ghors (el-aghwar el- 
junubiyyeh, in Arabic). The 
eghwar (singular, gbor) are 
the fertile plains along the 
Dead Sea shoreline, formed 
by the deposition of allu- 
vial material where the side 
wadis enter the valley floor. 
The name Southern Ghors, 
the Jordan Valley Authori- 
ty's official designation for 
this region, is commonly 
used to delineate the stretch 
from Haditha village at the 
north end of the Lisan 
Peninsula, to Wadi 
Khneizira, at the south end 
of the Dead Sea. 

The Lisan (‘tongue’ in 
Arabic) is a desolate, 
washed-out area of hillocks 
and wadis formed by the 
Lisan marl that was 
deposited 'in thr area in the 
■pak, -The. /lands of the.. 
^Southern " 1 Ghors vary ■ 
between 320 and 400 
metres below sea level, and 
die area's population and 
economic activities are 
both increasing rapidly. 
The Southern Ghors have 
been surveyed by archaeol- 
ogists, geologists and min- 
eralogists for nearly 200 
years, ever since the Ger- 
man explorer Ulrich Seet- 
zen visited the area in 
1805/6. followed by Robin- 
son (1834), Irby and Man- 
gles (1816), de Saulcy 
(1848), Lynch (1850) and 
Musil (1898-1902). W.F. 
Albright explored the 
Southern Ghors and did 
some soundings at Bab 
edh-Dhra’ and Safi in- the 
early 1920s. Father Alexis 
Mallon of the Franciscans 
explored the area as a mem- 
ber of Albright’s team, and 
is credited with discovering 
the site of Bab edh-Dhra'. 
The area was surveyed in 
1932-33 by Fritz Frank of 
Germany, and in 1934 by 
Nelson Glueck of the Unit- 
ed States. The American 
archaeologist Dr. Paul Lapp 
first excavated at Bab edh- 
Dhra’ in 1965-67. Other 
surveys in the region have 
been carried out since the 
1960s by Hans-Dieter 
Kind, Dr. David McCreery. 
Dr. W illiam Jobling, Dr. 
Andreas Hauptmann, Dr. 
Geoffrey King, Mr. Tom 
Raikes, Dr. Udo 
Worschech, and Dr. Burton 
MacDonald. Dr. Walter 
Rast of Valparaiso Univer- 
sity (USA) and Dr. R. 
Thomas Schaub of Indiana 
State. University of Penn- 
sylvania surveyed the entire 
Southern Ghors and the 
northern Wadi Araba in 
1973, before starting their 
excavations at Bab edh- 
Dhra’ and Numeira. Their 
^orkhas continued without 
nnemiption for the past 
qianer of a century, and 
this series of articles draws 
heavily ou. their findings 
2 nd their kind cooperation. 

The Expedition to the 
Dead Sea Plain 

The Expedition to the 
Dead Sea Plain in Jordan is 
a regional project dedicated 
10 exploring a series of 
®rhaeological sites from 
the late fourth through the 
Jjrd mfflennium (3500 to 
*000. B.C.). A survey sea- 
son in 1973 and six Geld 
seasons at the sites of Bab 




Aboye, part of. the excavated city. wall , of Bab edh-Dhra’. Below/ 
one of the Early Bronze Age complexes of same 


edb-Dhra’, Numeira, Feifa 
and Khanazir “have aimed 
primarily to collect reliable 
archaeological data for 
understanding the interac- 
tion of environmental, eco- 
nomic, technological and 
population determinants for 
the life and settlement pat- 
terns of this region,” Dr. 
Rast and Dr. Schaub told 
the Jordan Times in a 
recent interview’ in Amman. 
The expedition has been 
supported by the National 
Endowment for the 
Humanities, the National 
Geographic Society, 

numerous grants from the 
universities and colleges of. 
staff members and many 
generous individual donors. 

Bab edh-Dhra’ site, one 
and a half kilometres east 
of the Kerak — Southern 
Ghors road junction is the 
largest of the known town 
sites from the Early Bronze 
Age in this region — the 
walled town of Bab edh- 
Dhra'. It is set back about 
150 metres north of the 
Kerak road, among rolling 
hills easily visible from the 
road. The 3rd millennium 
B.C. town and cemetery’ 
were identified in 1924 by 
Mallon and Albright, first 
excavated by Paul Lapp in 
the mid-1960s, and since 
examined in depth by Rast 
and Schaub. 

The 1973 survey showed 
that Bab edh-Dhra* was the 
largest and northernmost of 
a line of Early Bronze Age 
town sites along the south- 
east shore of the Dead Sea. 
Two of these, Bab edh- 
Dhra’ and Numeira. had 
similar internal layouts, 
and were located atop 
promontories overlooking 
the Dead Sea. They were 
also adjacent to fertile agri- 
cultural lands and had good 
sources of fresh water near- 
by. The surveys throughout 
the Southern Ghors have 
identified over 30 Early 
Bronze Age sites, including 
several large cemeteries 
and at least two other 
walled sites. The Bab edh- 
Dhra* site was inhabited for 
about a thousand years in 
the Early Bronze Age 
(3300 — 2000 B.C.). Dur- 
ing that time, the narure and 
extent of the human pres- 
ence changed, and a proper 
walled town only existed 


on the site for about 500 
years. The perennial waters 
of Wadi Kerak. north of the 
site, and several springs in 
the immediate vicinity 
probably meant that Bab 
edh-Dhra’ was an ancient 
watering spot for pastoral 
nomads or perhaps even for 
small groups of travellers 
on the valley — highlands 
route through Wadi Kerak. 

The first people to settle 
at Bab edh-Dhra* seem to 
have been a transient com- 
munity of pastoral nomads 
who set up seasonal camps 
during the EB I A period (c. 
3300-3050 B.C.). They 
may have lived in simple 
hut-like shelters or in tents, 
which gradually expanded 
over the area of low hills 
that would eventually 
evolve into an open t illage 
and finally a walled town. 
The EB I A people were the 
first to bury their dead in 
subterranean shaft and 
chamber tombs in the near- 
by cemetery. The cemetery' 
is located less than a kilo- 
metre away, south of the 
Kerak road and just west of 
the potash company town- 
ship. 

TTie first underground 
shaft tombs typically 
included a 3-1-metre-deep 
and one-metre-diameter 
circular shaft dug through 
compact alluvial gravel and 
into the soft Lisan marl. 
From the base of the shal l, 
openings radiated out into 
one, two, three, four or five 
dome-shaped burial cham- 
bers, each with a narrow- 
entrance blocked by stones 
and sealed with a thick coat 
of mud mortar. Most of the 
human remains within the 
chambers were piles of 
bones, clearly reflecting 
disarticulated skeletons that 
were originally buried else- 
where at the time of death, 
and larer were brought to 
the Bab edh-Dhra’ ceme- 
tery for burial in what may 
have been a family, dan or 
tribal tomb. The bones were 
usually placed on a reed 
mar. and often covered by a 
shroud of leather skin or 
textile. Around the bones of 
the deceased were placed 
assorted funerary objects, 
including dozens of pots 
and other vessels, unbaked 
day female figurines, stone 
mace heads, basalt vessels. 


perforated beads, alabaster 
artefacts, wooden tools, 
bowls and other stone 
objects, bone needles, and. 
perhaps in some cases, food 
offerings, including grape 
pips and slabs of meat. 

Rast and Schaub feel the 
secondary burials tend to 
indicate that the EB IA 
people were pasioral 
nomads who buried their 


and roofs of matted sec- 
tions of e lay -plastered 
reeds rested on wooden 
poles. The EB IB 
ment was an open village, 
though traces of mud-brick 
enclosure walls in some 
exposed lower area*, 
between the hillocks that 
dot the site. ma\ perhaps be 
seen as an early attempt at 
protecting the settlement 
against external danger or 
attack by building a crude 
fortification wall. 

The EB IB community 
continued to dig shaft 
tombs, but also buried it> 
dead in circular, mud-brick 
charnel houses built pansy 
above and partly below the 
ground. As wouid be 
expected when a nomadic 
community settles down 
into a permanent village, 
disarticulated secondary 
burials largely disappear, 
and the deceased are buried 
in the village cemetery 
immediately after death. 
The EB IB tombs also show 
the first signs of successive 
burials in the same tomb or 
charnel house, as old buri- 
als were dismembered and 
moved to the sides and 
backs of burial chambers to 
make room for new inter- 
ments. The EB IB people 
may also have practised 
communal, rather than fam- 
ily or clan, burials, to 
economise on the amount 
of land taken up by burials. 
Perhaps this reflects new 
pressures on available land 
resources, due to the grow - 
ing size of the village, the 
land taken up for cultivated 
agriculture, and the expan- 
sion of the cemetery itself. 
Considerable burning evi- 
dence throughout the EB 
IB village and cemetery, 
and many skulls with trau- 
matic injuries such as are 
caused by blows by axes, 
swords or stone weapons, 
suggest that the EB IB set- 
tlement lived in a period of 
increased hostility, and 
eventually came to a vio- 
lent end. All or some of the 
EB IB people remained on 
the site and eventually 
rebuilt their village into a 
larger and stronger settle- 
ment in the EB II period, 
whose pottery and other 


tuary measuring 6 x 12 
metre* was built during EB 

II. followed by a similar 
bui-d.T.g directly above it in 
the following phase of EB 

III. Since the two structure* 
were nearly identical in 
term and constructed on 
the 'arr.e *poi. it seems 
most SiLeiy that they are to 
be interpreted as temples. A 
semicircular ba.se just west 
or the later building was 
probably the lower section 
of an alt^r. The ceilings of 
both bailding* were sup- 
ported or. tall columns 
made of thick wooden 
beam.*, in the lower build- 
ing. five stone pedestals 
>r:!i supporting pans of 
wooden beam* formed a 
lire through the middle of 
the sanctuary. Similar cultic 
complexes have been exca- 
vated a: other Early Bronze 
Age -lies :n Palestine, 
including. Megiddo. Tell 
Vermuth and Arad. In the 
nearb;. cemetery, the mud- 
brick charnel houses 
became larger and rectan- 
gular. in some cases mea- 
suring 15 \ S metres and 
containing over 400 buri- 
als. One particularly rich 
charnel house produced 
over SOG complete pots. 
Eleven charnel houses have 
beer, excavated, and more 
than ] 00 of the earlier shaft 
tombs. The large cemetery, 
thought to include at least 
500-600 tombs and up to 
40 channel houses, is 
thought to have been used 
largely by the residents of 
Bab edh-Dhra'. though 
ceramic studies indicate 
that some of the dead were 
also brought from 
Numeira. about 14 kilome- • 
ires to the south. The pot- 
tery sequences from the 
town site and the cemetery 
have been firmly linked to 
one another, and the exca- 
vators are convinced that 
the :hou>ands of burials can 
for the most pan be attrib- 
uted to the Bab edh-Dhra' 
village and town site that 
wu' in continuous use for 
nearly 1.000 years. By 
about 1600 B.C.. during 
Bab edh-Dnra's era of 
greatest size and prosperity- 
in the EB III period, the 
town wall had developed 
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dead when they visited the 
Bab edh-Dhra' site season- 
ally, perhaps to take advan- 
tage of its water sources. 
They may have first used 
the site as a watering hole, 
then as a cemetery-, and 
finally as a seasonal camp- 
site. An extensive investiga- 
tion of this phase of the 
Early Bronze Age cemetery 
at Bab edh-Dhra' was car- 
ried out by Dr. Donald Ort- 
ner of the Smithsonian 
Institution, a staff member 
of the expedition. The set- 
tlement had clearly started 
to develop into a permanent 
village by the EB IB peri- 
od. around 3050-2900 
B.C.. when its inhabitants 
were building simple rec- 
tangular or square houses 
of mud-bricks on stone 
foundations. These struc- 
tures were obviously- 
designed for more than sea- 
sonal use. and represent the 
earliest evidence of year- 
round occupation of the 
site. Interior and exterior 
walls were often plastered. 
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cultural artefacts, as shown 
by Schaub's studies, evi- 
dence clear stylistic and 
technological ties and con- 
tinuity with the EB IB cul- 
ture. In the next phase of its 
evolution, the EB II ic. 
2900-2700 B.C.) village 
expanded into a proper 
■"urban” settlement, with 
traces of a fortified town 
wall. Whether the Bab edh- 
Dhra’ residents were pro- 
tecting themselves against 
local raiders or more formi- 
dable armies from abroad is 
unknown: in either ease, 
the fortification system 
worked well, and the town 
enjoyed an uninterrupted 
period of growth and devel- 
opment that lasted 500-600 
years. 

In the 200 years of the EB 
II period, the town grew 
and developed steadily, as 
we can discern today from 
the evolution of architec- 
ture. pottery forms and 
other cultural indicators. 
On one of the highest 
points of the town, a sunc- 


inio an immense structure 

5-7 metres thick and up 

to 15 metres high in parts, 
with a mud-brick and mud 
mortar super- structure over 
a base of stones. It was built 
in sections of !5 to 20 
metres each, and was 
pierced initially by a gate at 
the west end. this gate was 
blocked for some reason 
towards the end of the 
town's life — perhaps, as 
the excavators suggest, 
around 2450 B.C.. or some 
1 00 years before the 
demise of the walled town. 
The west gate was replaced 
by a gate flanked by two 
towers at the north-east side 
of the town. 

The fortification wall 
enclosed an area of around 
four hectares accommodat- 
ing a population of between 
600- i .000 people. From the 
evidence of mud-brick 
*rnjetures and cultural arte- 
facts up to 200 metres east, 
south and w est of the town, 
it is certain that other peo- 
ple lived outside the walled 


town, but in its 
immediate 
vicinity, and 
could safely 
and quickly 
retreat within the walls in 
times of warfare or danger. 
A survey of the area adja- 
cent to Bab edh-Dhra' 
identified 21 archaeologi- 
cal sites, including half a 
dozen that may be the 
remains of outlying Early 
Bronze Age farmsteads or 
agricultural work areas 
that related to the walled 
town. Flotation of plant 
remains from Bab edh- 
Dhra* indicates the people 
were growing and harvest- 
ing wheat, barley, grapes, 
olives, figs, lentils, chick- 
peas. flax. pistachio, 
almond and assorted wild 
plants, with strong evi- 
dence that irrigated agri- 
culture was practised, per- 
haps as early as the EB I 
period. Bone remains 
show that animal species at 
Bab edh-Dhra’, whether to 
be eaten, used as beasts of 
burden or for other rea- 
sons, included sheep and 
goat, donkey, camel, 
gazelle, cat. dog, hyena, 
rodents. lizards or turtles, 
and possibly some fish and 
birds. During the EB Hi 
period, the inhabitants had 
to start dealing with the 
problem of natural erosion 
of some hills within the 
walls, which they coun- 
tered by constructing stone 
and mud-brick retaining, 
buttress and retrace walls. 
The interior of the town 
was full of houses and 
public buildings located 
close to one another, made 
of mud-bricks often on 
stone . foundations,. . and 
probably situated on a 
series of different levels 
corresponding to the undu- 
lating nature of the terrain. 
The EB Hi town (and its 
satellite community at 
Numeira) came to a sud- 
den and violent end around 
2350 B.C., as a result of 
either a natural catastro- 
phe. such as an earthquake, 
or enemy attack. There is 
evidence to suggest that 
EB III Bab edh-Dhra’ was 
destroyed by people 
(known as the EB IV pop- 
ulation) who remained on 
the site for several genera- 
tions. Ir is possible that the 
EB 111 town collapsed 
from a combination of 
economic difficulties, nat- 
ural catastrophes (earth- 
quake or disease) and per- 
haps even geological prob- 
lems, such as severe ero- 
sion or drying up of the 
town’s springs. There also 
may have been something 
of an ancient energy crisis, 
for Rast points out that the 
extensive exploitation of 
the area’s woodlands could 
not have gone on indefi- 
nitely. Dr. David 
McCreery, who analysed 
the ancient plant remains, 
suggests that after more 
than a thousand years of 
agricultural activity on the 
same limited area of cul- 
tivable land, soil salinity 
also may have contributed 
to the demise of the town. 

Whatever ended the EB 
m town's life, there 
appears to have been a 
brief occupational gap 
until the EB IV period 
(2350-2000 B.C.), when 
the site was again inhabit- 
ed by a community that 
stayed there for perhaps 
another 1 50 years. The EB 
IV people finally aban- 
doned Bab edh-Dhra’ 
around 2200/2150 B.C., at 
a time when many other 
urban sites in 
Jordan/Palestine were sim- 
ilarly abandoned. At the 
north end of the site over- 
looking the Wadi Kerak, 
excavations revealed a rare 
EB IV sanctuary- compris- 
ing a large stone altar 
which was surrounded by a 
circular wall of large 
stones, and an earlier com- 
pact rectangular building 
with finely plastered walls 
and an entryway with 
pedestals built into the 
walls. A small incense 
srand with a snake motif 
was found in this sanctu- 


ary. 

in the vicinity of this 
complex were sheep or 
goat horns, possibly of 
sacrificed animals. 

Though some of the EB IV 
people settled on the north 
part of the former walled 
town, most Jived outside 
the site, particularly in 
cooler, higher areas to the 
north -easC close to water 
sources in nearby wadis. In 
some cases, they tried to 
reconstruct and reuse EB 
IU terrace walls within the 
walled town, probably to 
counter the damage from 
natural erosion that had 
been felt at the site for 
hundreds of years. Jack 
Donahue's geological 
investigations have shown 
that in the Early Bronze 
Age, Wadi Kerak was 28 
metres higher than its pre- 
sent level, and there was 
probably a perennial 
spring towards the south j 
side of the site, within the 
fortification walls. By the 
EB IV period, severe ero- 
sion. combined with occa- 
sional fault movements 
and uplifting, eroded away 
much of the northern pan 
of the site, dried up the 
town’s internal spring, and 
caused two major gullies 
to ravage much of the area 
within the walls. For these 
reasons, when the EB IV 
people settled on the site, 
they built most of their 
dwellings outside the area 
of the former EB Il-UI 
town. They also continued 
to use the vast cemetery, 
but reverted to the shaft 
tomb burials similar to 
those first employed by the 
EB I dwellers nearly 1,000 
years before (though the 
EB IV shafts were usually 
lined with stones from top 
to bottom). Primary burials 
were still the rule, with 
successive internments 
still causing the displace- 
ment of earlier burials to 
make room for new ones. 
The difference in burial 
practices between the EB 
IU and EB IV populations 
is offset, however, by simi- 
larities in their architectur- 
al style and construction 
techniques — keeping 
very much alive the debate 
about whether the EB IV 
people at Bab edh-Dhra' 
were somehow derived 
from the EB III communi- 
ty, or were new arrivals 
from outside the valley. 

The site was finally 
abandoned for cood 
around 2200/2150 B.C., 
during a period of great 
upheaval throughout the 
ancient Middle East. Vil- 
lage and town sites 
throughout Jordan/Pales- 
tine were suddenly vacated 
during the EB IV period, 
with ihe exception of only 
a handful of known sites in 
the area (such as Khirbet 
Iskandar, in Wadi Wala in 
ihe highlands, or Tell 
Iktanu and Tell Umm 
Hamad in the Jordan River 
Valley). Several possible 
reasons for this wide- 
spread decline of urban 
settlements in ihe area 
have been suggested, 
including climatic 

changes, disruptions in 
trade and economic pat- 
terns. military attacks, or 
natural catastrophes such 
as repeated earthquakes or 
plagues. 

After the Early Bronze 
Age. Bab edh-Dhra’ 
entered several thousand 
years of total abandon- 
ment, with only the occa- 
sional nomad, hunting 
group or travelling party 
passing near the site en 
route to some other desti- 
nation. But recent archaeo- 
logical surveys have iden- 
tified scores of ancient 
sites in the vicinity of Bab 
edh-Dhra’, particularly in 
the adjacent Wadi Kerak 
and Ghor el-Mazra’a, 
which were inhabited dur- 
ing the Roman, Byzantine 
and medieval Islamic peri- 
ods. 
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Economy 


Bulgarian team ends visit, 


stresses desire to promote 
trade exchange with Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra.) — Reneta 
Injova, Bulgaria’s former 
prime minister and head of 
an economic delegation 
now visiting Jordan Sunday 
wound up talks with Jor- 
danian government officials 
and business leaders with a 
press conference summing- 
up the deliberations and 
stressing her country's 
determination to promote 
trade exchanges with the 
Kingdom. 

“We seek to further bol- 


ster Jordanian-Bulgarian 
relations, particularly in 
economic fields and trade 
exchanges which last year 
amounted to JD16 million." 
said Ms. Injova at the press 
conference shared with 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Secretary General 
Mohammad Halaiqa. 

Announcing that the 
results of her talks here will 
bear fruit in the coming 
future. Ms., injova said 
there were vast areas for 


cooperation especially as 
the two countries adopt 
market economy policies 
and seek to be integrated 
into the global economy. 

Admitting that the Bul- 
garian- Arab economic rela- 
tions were modest in the 
past seven years, Ms. Injo- 
va said “the time has come 
for a new move Forward in 
bilateral ties “noting that 
Bulgaria had established 
contacts with all Arab states 
and sent 100 experts to work 



Reneta Injova and Mohammad Halaiqa during the press conference 


on projects in the Arab 
World. 


r FOR RENT > 

Luxuriously furnished /unfurnished brand 
new apartment 

200 sq.m, first floor apartment of a two-floor villa. Consists of 3 
spacious bedrooms (one is master), openly designed living, din- 
ing and family room, luxurious Italian marble floors, bright kitchen, 
90 sq.m, of terrace overlooking Mecca Street, high tech separate 
central heating & modem security system, private entrance. 
Suitable for foreigners and diplomats. 

For further details call Mazen Kawar at 
, 079-23652 or 5667028 (office) > 



laxe visa ror 

The Villa Located Ln a Very Quiet 
Neighborhood In Western Amman 
(Daboug). It Has Five Bedrooms. 

Price For Sale JD 380,000 


IF Interested Please Call 729221 



ZEBDA 



on Saturday, May 16th 1998, at 19.30 


1st part (arabic music) at 18.45 - Zebda concert at 19.30 
King Abdallah's Gardens Amphitheatre, Shmetsani 
Tickets for sale at : 

- French Cultural Center 4637009 
-Freddy For Music 5692696 . 

- Hfltel M6rid)en 5696511 


3 JO 


AtWiJtien Frcn{»fjr d' Action Arlisliqut 

2L 

MER3QDIEN radio monte carlo 


V1LLEDE TOULOUSE 



UJG 


97 A FM 


Freddy For Music 


ss& s) 


|HE3- 




pz&ss- 


fjEEfiSS - 


KZ5235-H 




Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 
.The -National Music Conservatory (Noor AJ. Hussein Foundation 

U In cooperation: with ■ ^ 

and 


HOTEL - HOTEL 

INTER'CONTINTi NTAL and 1NTER-C0NTINIiVT.4L 
BUCHAREST JORDAN 

presents 


Young Jordanian Pianist 

KARIM SAED 


E ra 
S£5 



Wednesday, 13 May 1998 - 8:00 p.m. 
The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 


The program features pieces by Bach, Mozart, 
Beethoven, Chopin, Brahms and others. 




Ticket price: JD 5 


Tickets available ac 

• A!atila-Abcla Superstore, ral 568JW8I - AJisjar Rowers, id. 5527695 - Babfche. c*L 5661322 - Cafe Mata, at 5926285 
- Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 5669026 - The Nadonal Musk Conservatory, tel 5687620 


Jordan Times Tel. 
5684311-5699634 


Dr. Halaiqa said the Bul- 
garian delegation expressed 
interest in buying Jordanian 
phosphate in barter trade 
under which Bulgaria will 
sell Jordan phosphate-min- 
ing equipment and machin- 
ery. 

“The Bulgarians have 
shown interest in contribut- 
ing to the construction of 
electric power plants and 
supplying cables and in 
providing Jordan with 
drilling machinery to help 
prospect for water and oil 
in the Kingdom," Dr. 
Halaiqa indicated. 

He said the two sides will 
be holding further meetings 
soon to bolster cooperation 


and boost trade exchanges. 

Ms. Injova and her dele- 
gation of businessmen ear- 
lier held meetings with Jor- 
danian businessmen at the 
.Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try on establishing joint 
investment projects and 
providing Bulgarian exper- 
tise to Jordanian chemical 
industries and agriculture . 

The two sides agreed on 
intensifying contacts and 
exchanging visits. 

The Bulgarian delegation 
also met Planning Minister 
Rima Khalaf Sunday and 
discussed prospects for 
investment in Jordan and 
the privatisation process. 



Amman Baccalaureate School 


ABS Invites applications for the following 
positions for August 1998: 

1- Physics Teacher in the Senior School (Grades 9- 
12), to teach IGCSE and possibly IB Physics in 
English. 

The successful applicant should: 

• Be a recent graduate or have. experience in 
teaching physics in English. 

• Have an imaginative, dynamic and outgoing 
personality. 

• Have an excellent command of English. 
Applicants should enclose, .along with their .applica- 
tion forms, a short letter in English stating why they 
wish to teach Physics at ABS.. Computer literacy 
would be an asset but is not essential. 


2- Math/Science Special Needs Teacher 
to teach Grades 6-12. 

The successful applicant should: 

Be a university graduate. 

Have an excellent command of English. 

Have experience in working with students with 
special learning problems. 

3- Assistant to the Universities/Careers Counsellor. 
The successful applicant should: 

Be a university graduate. 

Have a very good command of both English and 
Arabic. 

Possess strong organisational skills. 

Computer literacy would be an asset. 
Application forms may be obtained from ABS 
Reception (Tel.: 5411191) and must be completed in 
English and submitted by Wednesday, May 13, 
1 998, with a recent photo. 


Saudi firms 
urged to recruit 
locals to ease 
unemployment 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdullah Ibn 
Abdul Aziz has tuged the pri- 
vate sector in the kingdom to 
recruit Saudi nationals to ease 
unemployment in the country. 

“You pay no taxes, there are 
no taxes on your income. Your 
country asks you to contribute 
by recruiting Saudis, it is your 
duty to the kingdom." the crown 
prince told members of the Jed- 
dah chamber of commerce and 
'industry. 

- Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest producer and exporter of 
oiL employs up to six million 
foreign workers usually on 
lower wages than Saudis, 
according to unofficial esti- 
mates. “The country offers 
many investment opportunities 
and many companies and for- 
eign firms want to be involved. I 
urge you to take advantage of 
the facilities as you have priori- 
tv-." said the crown prince, quot- 
ed by the official SPA news 
agency. 

Saudi Arabia has pledged to 
create 650.000 new jobs for its 
nationals by the year 2000. 
mostly by replacing foreign 
workers. 

Unofficial estimates put Saudi 
unemployment at around 20 per 
cent of the active population. 


THE Daily Crossword EcSted by Wayne Robert Wtffiams 


ACROSS 

1 Collapses 

9 Sailor's jacket 

15 Head-to-head 

16 Enticement 

17 Unattractive 
quality 

1 8 Country estates 

19 Maqlie and 
Mineo 

20 Tile 

22 As well 

23 Hot-dog's 
problem 

24 Disgracing 

27 Literary play on 
words 

28 Stitch 

29 Becomes 
weary 

30 Scarlett's last 
name 

32 Current 

33 Washington 
sound 

34 Bunting and 
Rathbone 

37 Curd product 

38 Delight 

39 Converts into 
money 

42 Parts 

43 Pronounce 

44 Wynn and 
McMahon 

47 Profit figure 

43 Writer's blocks 

50 Contend 

51 Para _ 

53 Close 

54 Cordelia's 

father 

55 Double-check 
text 

57 Bugle signal 

50 Dismal 

51 Pull one's 
punches 

62 Gives lip 

63 Alienate 


TMSPuzzlas© aof.com 



By WHty A. Wiseman 
Naw YorkiNY 


DOWN 

1 Immerses 

2 Switch on 


7 Catch 

8 Bun seeds 

9 Poe's 
portentous bird 

10 Samuers 
teacher 

11 Fitzgerald or 
Raines 

12 Complete sheet 

13 Eliminations 

14 Resound 

21 Highland haze 

24 Most 
hackneyed 

25 Successful 
punches 

26 Ground 
squirrels 

31 Color 
gradations 

32 Less caloric, in 
ads 

34 Malamud and 
Baruch 
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39 Emo Rubik's 52 Yellow and 

toy Black, e.g. 

40 On the loose 54 Bart Simpson's 




Peanuts 


Ksome kid over at the 


PLAYGROUND PUS HEP ME 
OFF THE 5U)ING.J WANT 
YOU TO TEACH HIM A LESSOR 




lAndy Capp 



Mutt’rrJeff 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, MAY II. 1998 


By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Somebody’s trying fo 
talk you out of your life savings, or at least what’s in 
your pocket right now. By this afternoon, you’ll have 
settled down a little but you’ll still be vulnerable. Get 
several people to give you financial advice, and proceed 
with caution. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Don’t aigue with your 
partner this morning. You are more powerful in the sit- 
uation. but you may also be more impetuous. That 
might be what your partner is counselling against. You 
two usually think things over carefully before proceed- 
ing. That's a good idea again this time. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If you’ve been having 
trouble at work lately, maybe it’s because you talk too 
much. Just because you’re a cheerful, happy-go-lucky 
type doesn't mean everyone else is. It’s important to 
learn what to say, when to say it, and whom to say it to. 
Start by practicing now. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21.) A person you think is 
magnificent feels the same about you. Even though yon 
have other responsibilities, you'll still find ways to stay 
in communication with each other. While you’re at.it, 
iry to stay out of the direct line of sight of the boss or 
teacher. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) It seems as if everything 
you say is contradicted by one person or another. The 
flip side of the coin is that you’re finding fault with just 
about everything that everyone else says as well. This is 
good. It wil make for a better overall ’decision, eventu- 
ally. J 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) A person you 
think is just marvelous feels the same way back at you. 
Unfortunately, you don’t have time to follow through on 
your amorous fantasies right now, because you’re get- 
ting more work all the time. That’s OK. You’re getting 
pushed to use your talents. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you’ve been 
worried about money, don’t give up hope. People ar 
work have been very supportive lately, so when they 
give you a good suggestion, don’t reject it just because 
you don’t know how you’re going to carry it out You 
can always learn. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Are you 
thinking about putting in a swimming pool or a home 
office, or what? It looks like you want to disrupt things 
in some way, and your partner is against the idea. If you 
can prove your scheme is cost-effective, you’ve got a 
better chance of winning this argument. Go for it 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Avoid a political struggle with co-workers this morning. 
You won’t talk them out of their opinions. What sells 
your philosophy best is your cheerful attitude- If you 
lose that by arguing with people who have their minds 
made up already, then what will you have?. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Every- 
body wants your attention. Friends are asking you out 
and your sweetheart has special plans for this evening. 
If this isn’t going on, you need to stir things up a bit 
Call your friends and let them know you’re available. 
They just got busy and forgot to call. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Your job 
demands that you do one thing, and your roommate or 
spouse or family wants you to do something else. Think 
you can ditch them all, and do what you want? It’s a 
Walter Mitty fantasy, but if anybody can do it it’s you. 
at least for an hour or so. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You are charming, 
charismatic and sensitive. You can tell what other peo- 
ple need and provide it before they even ask. That’s 
even true of a person who lives far away. You could get 
an intuitive sense that this person needs something from 
you. If so. call. 




Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 


fi review of news 


tHE BETTER HALF. ByGtasbergen 



1 didn’t think you’d mind if I taped 
over our wedding. You've already 
watched it. haven’t you’” 


Unscramble these four Jumbtefl. 
one latter to each square, to form 
four onSnary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri AmoM end MTka Argirten 
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Business & Finance 



Arab Banking Corporation (Jordan) boosts 
operating profit but net profit edges down 


•* ALTHOUGH THE Arab Banking 
Corporation (Jordan) succeeded in raising 
its operational earnings and operational 
profit by 10 and eight per cent respectively, 
the bank's net profit was slightly lower than 
the amount posted in 1996. According to the 
annual report, the operational earnings 
increased from JD5.08 million in 1996 to 
T55.60 milli on at the end of last year. The 
Operational profit was also higher going up 
from JD2.68 milli on to JD2.89 million. 

The report showed that net profit amount- 
ed to JD 1,950, 193. JD 160.000 lower than 
the net profit recorded in 1996. The bank 
attributed the slight drop to a JD3 12.000 in 
depreciation allocation for the new premis- 
es. The allocation, which was effected from 
the beginning of 1997. was taken in order to 
benefit from the last amendment to the 
income tax law which considers deprecia- 
tion as an implicit profit for the bank. 

The genera] assembly endorsed the bank's 
financial statements for 1997 and approved 
allocating JD1.G3 million of the net profit 
for retained earnings. 

Board Chairman Abdul Wahbab Tammar 


told the shareholders that the deposits of 
clients went up from JD130 million at the 
end of 1996 to JD145 million at the end of 
last year. The rise represented a 11.5 per 
cent increase compared to an average 
growth of 6.7 per cent for the whole of the 
banking system. The deposits of other banks 
also went up from JD1 1 million to JD19 
million. 

Net direct credit facilities, after taking the 
necessary provisions and suspended inter- 
est, amounted to JD97.1 million (JD89.3 
zniilion at the end of 1996;. The increase 
represents an 8.7 per cent growth compared 
to a 1.5 per cent growth for the whole bank- 
ing sector. Furthermore, the bank boasted a 
25.5 capita] adequacy ratio in 1997 com- 
pared to 23 per cent in 1996. 

Finally, the bank showed high cash liquid- 
ity as 67.96 per cent of clients' deposits or 
59.42 per cent of the gross deposits were in 
cash or readily available cash. In 1996, the 
cash liquidity was 56 per cent of clients' 
deposits or 51.6 per cent of the gross 
deposits <AI Ra'i + Ai Dustour + A1 Aswaq). 


Quality management system 
for standards institution 


** THE JORDAN Institution for 
Standards and Metrology (JISM) will be 
assisted by the Philadelphia Consulting 
Group (PCG) to establish, by the end of 
1998, a Quality Management System 
(QMS) for JISM according to ISO 9002. 
This QMS shall consist of the quality 
manual, procedures, work instructions 
and quality records including forms and 
checklists. PCG shall assist in implement- 
ing the QMS, and carry out the necessary 
training for JISM personnel. 

' The establishment of this QMS is sup- 
ported and financed by the German 


Agency for Technical Cooperation 
GTZ/MSTQ Project. JISM is one of the 
few Jordanian public institutions which 
are striving to set-up a QMS to increase 
the confidence in the services offered by 
JISM in netrology, standards, testing and 
quality management (MSTQ) to the 
Jor dani an private industry. 

The MSTQ services are of basic impor- 
tance for trade, health, safety and envi- 
ronment. Therefore they form an essential 
element in the Jordan-European partner- 
ship and in the WTO agreement on tech- 
nical barriers to trade (TBT). 
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Swiss grant to help Jordan cover cost 
of developing hotel training programmes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Swiss government has 
decided to grant Jordan 1.2 
million Swiss francs to help 
cover the cost of developing 
hotel training programmes 
undertaken by the Ministry 
of Tourism. 

This was announced 
Saturday by Tourism and 
Antiquities Minister Akel 
Biltaji during meetings with 
AnnickTonti, representative 
of the Swiss Agency for 
Regional Cooperation and 
G. Frick, advisor to the 
Swiss government on tech- 


nical programmes. 

Mr. Biltaji said that the 
tr ainin g, in which the pri- 
vate and public sectors are 
involved, aims at promoting 
Jordan’s tourism industry. 

He indicated that the gov- 
ernment has adopted a plan 
offering incentives for this 
vital sector noting that the 
advanced training pro- 
grammes are bound to help 
Jordan offer visitors high 
quality services. 

At the meeting, Mr. Frick 
outlined the Swiss-backed 
programmes for training 


Jordanians in hotel manage- 
ment noting that Swiss 
experts, who conducted a 
study of the tourism situa- 
tion in Jordan, predict that 
die Kingdom is in need of 
thousands of trained person- 
nel to cater to (he needs of 
the country's hotels. 

He said that the pro- 
gramme aims at providing 
tr ainin g to the instructors as 
well as the trainees from the 
Ministry of Education’s 
vocational schools and the 
centres run by the 
Vocational Training 


Corporation: 

He added that the pro- 
gramme will begin in 
September and will last for 
three years. 

According to ministry 
sources, Jordan is in need of 
8,000 trained professionals 
to serve an estimated 5,000 
new hotel rooms. 

Training is being done at 
the Amm o Lin College for 
Hospitality and Tourism 
Education and its adjoining 
Ammoun Hotel. 


SIGNING 

MENT: 

Musters 

European 

economic 

Amman, 


AGREE- 
Ramon 
(R), the 
Union (EU) 
adviser in 
and Mustafa 


Hudeib, the president of 
the Arab Academy For 
Banking Sciences, 
Sunday sign an agree- 
ment under which the 
EU will offer financial 
assistance to the acade- 
my to improve its acad- 
emic, technical and sci- 
entific performance. 
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European 
bank lends 
Arab Potash 
Company 
JD32.7m 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
European Investment 
Bank (HB) is lending 43 
million European 

Currency Units (ECUs) 
(about JD32.7 million) for 
upgrading and expanding 
potash manufacturing 
activities at Safe, in the 
southeastern part of the 
Dead Sea. a statement by 
the European Commission 
delegation said Sunday. 

The loan, which is part 
of the ■ EIB’s continuing 
efforts in support of the 
industrial sector in the 
Middle East, is made 
available to the Arab 
Potash Company (APO, 
the world’s fifth largest 
potash producer, said the 
statement. 

Owned 55 per cent by 
the government. APC’s 
one of Jordan’s most suc- 
cessful manufacturing 
companies. 

The statement said the 
project comprises the 
expansion of existing solar 
evaporation surface areas 
of camallite and salt 
ponds, .as well os the 
installation of a new brine 
pumping station. 

It added that (he project 
will increase the potash 
production capacity by 10 
per cent from 1.8 to 2.0 
million tonnes per year. 

The project creates 
value-added from the vast 
mineral resources of the 
Dead Sea. but without a 
negative impact on its 
water balance. Potash, 
widely used as fertiliser, as 
well as in a range of other 
chemical appliances such 
as water treatment, desul- 
'phurisationantf printing, is 
one of Jordan’s major 
exports and foreign 
exchange contributors. 

According to the state- 
ment, the expansion of the 
industrial port of Aqaba, 
also supported by the EEB 
with a 30 million (ECUs) 
(JD22.8 million) loan, will 
facilitate export shipments 
by Jordan’s large industrial 
projects. 

The EIB. the European 
Union's long term financ- 
ing institutions, was set up 
in 1958 to provide loan 
finance for capital invest- 
ment furthering EU objec- 
tives. It participates in the 
implementation of EU 
cooperation policies 
towards third countries 
that have cooperation or 
association agreements 

with the Union. 

In 1997, some one bil- 
lion ECUs (about $1.1 
billion) was committed by 
the bank in support of a 
broad range of investments 
in the Mediterranean 
region. 

According to the state- 
ment, this loan follows a 
number of other loans 
committed by the EIB, 
making total financing 
since 1978 in Jordan 
exceed ECU 400 million 
(about JD304 million) to 
support, projects in water 
supply and wastewater 
treatment, telecommunica- 
tions, transport, electricity 
transmission and distribu- 
tion. agricultural develop- 
ment and SME industry 
projects. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 
"x more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

> 920605 / 5920609 / 079-30007 
E-mall address 
abdoun Qgo.com.jo 
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bluebird 

lours 


Provides: 

Complete services 
for foreign visitors 
transportation in 
A/C car - bus 
multilingual drivers 
escort - sightseeing 

For more information 
please can 5684734 
E-mail: 

blueblrd@go.com.jo 
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RACJ begins countdown 


for 16th Jordan Rally 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


JORDAN RALLY RECORD. 


AMMAN — Four days remain for the 
stan of the 16th Jordan International 
Rally — the country's most presti- 
gious auto sports event which forms 
die second round of the Middle East 
Rally Championship. 

As foreign competitors arrive in 
.Amman and local counterparts put 
their finishing touches on arduous 
preparations, organisers — the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan (RACJ) — 
Sunday announced that at least 32 
competitors of an entry list of 38 were 
expected to start the two-day rally. 

At i 1 a.m. on Thursday, His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal Ben A1 
Hussein will give the start signal for 
the 23-stage rally which includes 
300.580 kilometres of special stages. 

Seven time champion Moh amma d 
Bin Sulayyem of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) will be driving a Ford 
Escort seeking to further boost his 
Jordan Rally record after he won last 
year followed by Abdullah Bakhashab 
of Saudi Arabia and Oman's Haxned 
A1 Wahaibi a distant third. 

With Bakhashab and Wahaibi miss- 
ing the rally this year to compete in 
Europe, Cypriot Andreas Tsouloftas 
and a host of Jordanian competitors 
will be challenging nine:- time Middle 
East champion Bin Sulayyem who 
leads 1 the 1998 Championship after 
w innin g the inaugural Oman rally. 

The regional championship includes 
rallies in Lebanon. Kuwait, Qatar and 
Dubai. 

This year’s top Jor dani an competi- 
tors will be Bashar Bustami. 
Mohammad and Ahmad Daoud. The 
trio have won the Jordan Drives Open 
championship. 

Ahmad's co-driver will be Malek 
Hariri, in a Ford Cosworth, while 
Bustami will be partnering Raffi 
Biiemjian in a Mitsubishi Lancer. 

Mohammad will be driving a 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution. He was 
Jordan's top competitor last year, fin- 
ishing 4th overall . 

Previous Jordanian champion Amjad 


1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 


!VGcidSaleh/Lebacon : ‘ 
Micfael Saleh/Lebanon - 
Saeed AI Hajiri/Qatar 
Moh’d-Bm Solayyem/UAE - 
S aeed Al Hajiri/Qatar ' 

1986 ; Saeed AJ Hajiri/Qatar : ‘ . 

1987 Moh'dBinSuiayyein/UAE 

1988 : Moh’d Bin Sulayyem/UAE . 
1990 Mt^’dBin SulayyemfltJAE 

Abbas Mosawri/Qaiar ’ 

Sheikh H amad Al Thani/ Qafar 
Moh'd Bin Sulayyem/UAE 
Abdullah Bakhashab/S. Arabia 
Mofr ’ d BinSulavy em/U AE 
Moff d Bin Sulayyem/UAE- 


1992 

1993 

1994 
.1995 
,1996 

1997 


Toyota Celica GT 
Toyota Celica GT '■ - 
Opel Manta 400 " 

Toyota Celica -Torbo - - - - 
Poiscbe.911.SCRS 
Porsche. 911 SCRS 
Toyota Celica TwiiKam Turbo 
Toyota Celica Twincam Turbo . 
Toyota Celica GT4 . 

Toyota Celica GT4 
Mitsubishi Galiant VR4' 

Ford Escort RS Cosworth 
Ford Escort Cosworth 
Ford Escort Cosworth 
Ford Escort Cosworth - 


Farrah is also in the rally with partner 
Faisal Sa'doun. 

The only woman in the rally will be 
Fiona Mulcahy in a Peugeot 205 GTT. 

Addressing reporters at a press con- 
ference, Organising Committee 

Chairman Hasan Ala’edin told 
reporters that this year's Jordan Rally 
will be the longest of the regional ral- 
lies with 13 special asphalt stages on 
the first day. 

While noting that the rally lacked a 
major sponsor for the fourth year in its 
15-year history, he expressed opti- 
mism that this issue will be resolved 
next year. 

He said that RACJ froze its applica- 
tion to the International automobile 
federation FIA to include Jordan Rally 
as part of the World Championship 
because of the same reason. 

Asked about the lack of sponsorship 
for Jordanians, and the absence of 
ladies, Ala'edin was outspoken in his 
remarks, blaming die lack of sponsor- 
ship as the major obstacle. 

“With the vast difference in prepara- 
tion and funding, no one is surprised at 
the expected results every year," 
Ala’edin said. 

No Jordanian has won the rally since 
it started in 1981. The best Jordanian 
showing was third place finishes by 
Ziyad Bustami in 1981, HRH Prince 
Abdullah in. 1986 and 1988; Hani 
Bisharat in 1 987, Amjad Farrah in 
1993, and Ma’rouf Abu Samra in 


1995. 

Winding asphalt stages will test the 
drivers on the first day with special 
stages starting in Rumman Forest, 
Sleihi, Iraq Al Amir, the Dead Sea, 
Mushaqqar, Mousa Springs, Mount 
Nebo, Mahes, Iraq Al Amir, 
Mushaqqar, Mousa Springs, Mount 
Nebo and ending in Dar el Dawa'. 

Desert tracks on the second day will 
be the ultimate test of experience, sta- 
mina and well-maintained and spon- 
sored teams. 

Starting at 7; 30 a.m. ten special 
stages will take drivers to the south of 
the country through Tunaib, Daba’a, 
Salayta, Mudeseisat, Daba'a, Swaqa. 
Daba'a, Slayta, Mudeseisat and 
Tunaib. 

The rally will end at around 6: p.m. 
Friday. 

Competitors represent the UAE, 
Ireland, Cyprus, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Australia, Oman, Great Britain, and 
Germany. 

The FIA stewards of the event are 
Wilhelm Lyding from Germany and 
Derek Ledger from Jordan. 

Last year, twenty-five cars started 
the rally which included 19 stages, 
including 1 1 asphalt stages on the first 
day. Fifteen drivers, including five 
Jordanians finished the rally. 
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Lens celebrate French league win 


PARIS (AFP.) — It was appropriate that Lens players cele- 
brated by spraying cans of lager, and not Champagne, 
around the dressing room after they sealed the French 
league title on Saturday night. 

Lens, who drew 1-1 at Auxerre to become French cham- 
pions for the first time, are a blue-collar team from a blue- 
collar region. 

Lens, an industrial town in the north of France, has a pop- 
ulation of just 35,000. The whole area gets behind the team, 
however, with home crowds often well in excess of the 
number of residents. 

The title win was achieved without the resources avail- 
able to rich rivals like Marseille and Paris St Germain and 
owed much to old-fashioned hard work, allied to the inspi- 
ration provided by two Eastern European imports: Czech 
international Vladimir Smicer and Yugoslav striker Anton 
Drotjnjak. 

Half of the winning squad came through the club's youth 
scheme. 

Things had looked bleak for Lens, who arrived at Auxerre 
on the back of seven straight league wins, when Sabri 
Lamouchi crashed home a low right-foot drive from 20 
yards in the 14th minute to give the hosts the lead. 

But Lens, who had looked decidedly nervous as the con- 
sequences of failure dawned on them, equalised in the 53rd 
minute through Yohan Lachor, who steered a left-foot shot 
home from the edge of the six yard box after racing free on 
the left. 

As Lens finished the stronger, Tony Vairelles had a late 


effort hacked off the line and Cameroon midfielder Marc- 
Vivien Foe had a header brilliantly turned over by Auxerre 
‘keeper Fabien Cool. 

Lens, whose last success at national level came when they 
were winners of the wartime league in 1944, won the title 
on a superior goal difference to Metz, who beat Lyon 1-0 in 
their final game. 

More than 20,000 fans gathered in the Felix Bollaert 
Stadium in Lens to cheer the new champions when they 
arrived home at 3am on Sunday. Earlier. 4,000 fans had 
been present at the local airport. 

Lens’ coach Daniel Leclercq said: “This title is the reward 
for attacking football." His side ended the season equal top 
scorers with Auxerre with 55 goals in 34 games. 

Club president Gervais Martel said: “This is the culmina- 
tions of 10 years bard work. It’s crazy, just wonderful.” 

Martel said the club's passionate fans, many decked head- 
to-toe in the team's red and gold colours, had played a key 
role in the team's success. 

“All the players, management and directors have to say a 
big thank you to the fans,” he said. 

Goal scorer Lachor, who missed last week's Cup final 
defeat to PSG, said: ‘Tm just overjoyed. What an occa- 
sion.” 

Now the side known throughout France as the “Blood and 
the Gold” because of their garish uniforms can contemplate 
their first-ever appearance in the European Champions 
League. 


All Spanish final in German Open 


HAMBLIRG. Germany 
(AFP) — It might be the 
German Open, but it will be 
an all-Spanish final between 
Alex Corretja and Albert 
Costa after they scored con- 
trasting semi-final victories 
on Saturday. 

Costa was on court for just 
14 minutes before sixth 
seeded Karol Kucera of 
Slovakia retired with a blis- 
ter on his left foot, with 
Costa leading 3-0, 40-0. In 
contrast, fourth seeded 
Corretja struggled for two 
hours 11 minutes to over- 
come fellow Spaniard Felix 
Mantilla 6-2. 3-6, 6-3. 

“I had a little bit of luck,’’ 
said lOth-seeded Costa. “I 
noticed he wasn't running 


so good for the forehand 
and thought there might be 
something wrong. It’s not 
good for the tournament but 
it’s good for me, and I'm 
fresh and ready to play five 
sets tomorrow. 1 ' 

And although the Spanish 
are known for being a close- 
knit group on tour, he is not 
concerned about playing a 
compatriot 

“When you play them you 
have the same concentration 
and same motivation. I 
know they are my friends, 
but on the court you are not 
friends," said Costa. 

Kucera admitted be had 
been receiving treatment for 
blisters throughout the 
week, but he aggravated the 


problem in overcoming 
Thomas Muster on Friday. 

“When I woke this morn- 
ing it was very bad and 
when I tried to warm up I 
had to ask for the trainer,” 
said a disappointed Kucera. 

'*1 have to look seriously 
at doing something with my 
shoes, perhaps with a new 
insole, because this (blis- 
ters) happens a few times in 
the year." 

Corretja and Mantilla, 
who also met in the Dubai 
final this year, mostly ral- 
lied from the baseline, but 
some of the exchanges were 
dramatic and entertaining. 
In the second part of the 
match, Corretja often turned 
to serve and volley to keep 


the points short as he was 
tiring. 

“I don’t know how I won 
today,” Corretja confessed. 
“I have never felt so tired on 
a tennis court before. At 6- 
2, 1-0, 1 was feeling so bad 
and couldn’t move any- 
more. In the third set I was 
just trying to focus on my 
serve.” 

With Costa enjoying a 
much easier week, the odds 
are very much against 
Corretja in the best of five 
sets final. But Correg'a is 
ready to try his best 

“Fve seen the doctor and 
hope I can play the final in 
good condition,” he said. 
"Once you're in the final 
you want to win.” 


Jones sets 
eyes on 
100m 
in China 


OSAKA. Japan (AFP) — 
World sprint queen Marion 
Jones, fresh from setting 
the fastest 100 metres time 
of the year, has her sights 
set on going faster and low- 
ering her personal best in 
China next week. 

“When you have a race 
like that, you just definitely 
want to win. And if I win, I 
will definitely run faster 
than 10.76. which is my 
personal best. Jones said 
after surveying the high- 
class field that awaits her. 

“If I can run 10.60 some- 
thing — thar’s what I’m 
gearing for." 

World championship sil- 
ver medallist Zhanna 
Pintussevich of Ukraine, 
bronze medalist Sevatheda 
Fynes of the Bahamas, and 
Olympic 200m silver 
medalist Susanthika 
Jayasinghe of Sri Lanka 
have signed to compete 
against Jones in Chengdu, 
capital of the southwestern 
province of Sichuan. 

Chinese entrants in the 
race include Li Xuemei, 
who clocked the second- 
fastest 100m of 1997 with a 
10.79 in last year’s Chinese 
National Games. 

“I’m really looking for- 
ward to going there and 
competing against the 

young woman who ran 
10.79 at the end of the sea- 
son last year," Jones said, 
although disputing the 
Chinese billing of the race 
as the “world’s fastest 
women.” 

“I don’t like to refer to it 
as the world best, because 
it’s hard to say that when 
you don’t have Gail 
Devers, Merlene Ottey and 
some of the other fast run- 
ners in the world, but I'm 
looking forward to it." 

At stake in the race is a 
one million yuan 
($120,482 ) bonus for any- 
one breaking Florence 
Griffith-Joyner’s 10-year- 
old world record of 10.49 
seconds. 

Jones has already said 
she is after the world 
100m. 200m and long jump 
records “before my career 
is over.” 

A week ago in Shizuoka, 
central Japan. Jones coast- 
ed to an easy victory in the 
200m, and then on Tuesday 
she bettered her personal 
best in the long jump, 
improving by 12 centime- 
tres to 7.05m in Mito, north 
of Tokyo. 

The .American was 
clocked at 10.79 to win the 
100m at the IAAF Japanese 
Grand Prix in Osaka 
Saturday, only three hun- 
dreds of a second outside 
her best. 

Jones said her mark in the 
long jump was the best of 
the three events she con- 
tested in Japan. 

“My goal in coining into 
this year was to jump over 
seven metres, at least by 
the end of the season. I’ve 
jumped 7.05 already,” said 
the 22-year-old former bas- 
ketball star. 

Jones helped North 
Carolina win the NCCA 
title for three years before 
she turned her min d back to 
track after breaking her leg 
twice in 1996 — an injury 
that needed a permanent 
screw in her left leg. 


Jordan’s Mufti among 12 
finishers in Lebanese Rally 
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By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan's Maya Mufti returned 
home with more than a trophy. She brought 
with her the experience she was looking for 
in the world of rallying. 

Mufti and Lebanese co-dnver Hala 
Nasser Al Din in a Nissan Pulsar took pan 
in Rallie du Prin temps in Lebanon last 
weekend driving through the Lebanese 
mountains. 

Mufti came in the 12th place clocking 
1:28.43 in the 2-day event 

‘7c was an exciting experience for me to 
be part of a rally outside Jordan.” sfre told 
the Jordan Times. 

The rally consisted of five special stages 
covering a total distance of 339-60 km. 

“ The track was hilly and the tarmac need- 
ed some time to get used to, “ she said. 

“We had two groups: A 2-wheel drive and 


a four-wheel drive." she said. . • ,» 

Mufti and her co-driver were the onfy^ 
women driver team taking part in the event * 
in which 22 cars participated with -only 121 
reaching the finish line . i 

“Some cars faced mechanical problems 
and some had accidents. I was lucky ' 
enough not to face serious problems,” she- 1 
added. 

Although Mufti did not take part in any of r 
the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan’s tal- 1 
lies, she had her taste of speed in the many 1 
speed tests here in the kingdom. 

“I took part in the speed tests here bur' 
never in a national rally. After this expert j 
ence and if I get any support maybe I" wilt" 
she pointed out .... 

Mufti will be taking part in the Rallie du ’ 
Liban which will take place July 16-19. 

“I am looking forward to enhance what I . 
have learnt in the next event.” 
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Mika Hakkinen takes a curve as he leads the Spanish Formula One Grand Prix at die 
Montmelo racetrack. Hakkinen leads the overall standings of the championship with 
26 points ahead of teammate David Coulthard (Reuters photo) 
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Hakkinen dominates in Spain 


BARCELONA (AFP) — Hakkinen’s fust stop took 
World, championship leader, „X8s^§. and ^.emerged back 


-Mika Hakkinen dominated 
from the start to win 
Sunday's Spanish Grand Prix 
in his McLareo-Mercedes. 

Hakkinen scored his third 
victory of the year, finishing 
ahead of his Scottish team- 
mate David Coulthard as 
McLarens again finished 1-2. 

Two-time world champion 
Michael Schumacher of 
Germany was third in his 
Ferrari. 

Hakkinen, who won the 
opening two races of the sea- 
son in Australia and Brazil, 
increased his lead after five 
championship races to seven 
points over Coulthard. 

The Finn now has 36 points 
to the Scot's 29 and 
Schumacher's 24. He 
clocked Ihr33min 37.621sec 
to complete the 65 laps of the 
4.728km circuit, a total of 
307.320km. He averaged 
196.S63kph. 

Alexander Wurz of Austria 
was fourth in his Benetton, 
followed by Brazilian 
Rubens Barrichello in a 
Stewart-Ford, g ainin g their 
first points of the season, and 
defending world champion 
Jacques Villeneuve of 
Canada in a Williams. 

Villeneuve won this race 
last year, but his Williams is 
considerably less potent this 
year. 

McLaren-Mercedes now 
have 65 points in the con- 
structors’ championship. 30 
dear of second-placed 
Ferrari. 

Hakkinen led for the entire 
race except to two trips to the 
pits in a race almost totally 
devoid of incidents and inter- 
est as the McLaren team con- 
tinued their complete mas- 
tery over their rivals this 
year. 

Hakkinen, on pole for the 
third time this season, took 
command from the grid and 
had a lead of 1.8secs over 
Coulthard after only one lap 
with Irishman Eddie Irvine 
up to third , having started 
sixth. 


force his way back. 
Hakkinen's second stop 


did 


onto. - Jhe^ - : road^.JxiimKi 
Coulthard -and 'Schumacher 
He was soon able" to regain 
the lead, however, after his 
main rivals also went in for 
fuel and fresh tyres. 

Giancarlo Fisichella’s 
Benneton and Irvine’s Ferrari 
collided on the 28th lap, 
when running fourth and 
fifth. Both ended up in the 
gravel and the pair 
exchanged angry words as 
they made their way on foot 
to the pits — a rare moment 
of drama as the race turned 
into a procession. 

Schumacher was punished 
for breaking the 75raph 
speed limit in the pit-lane and 
had to return to his garage on 
lap 41 for a 10-second stop- 
go penalty, which cost him 
third place to Wurz — 
although he was later able to 


entering the pits as the Finn 
was about to leave, and die 
leader lost a couple of sec- 
onds malting sure he avoided 
a collision with the former , 
world champion — whose , 
miserable season continued 
as be was forced to retire 
later in the race. 

Coulthard was next to stop 
and. by contrast, was station- 
ary for only seven seconds 
but bis chances of w inning 
rested on Hakkinen making a 
mistake — a rarity this sea- 
son. 

The Scot finished almost 
10 seconds in arrears of 
Hakkinen in a race in which 
only three cars were on the 
same lap as the winner at the 
finish. 
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safety first 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 


NORTH 

*72 

9084 


O A 9532 

+ AK 7 

WEST 

EAST 

* J 1094 

4 E 85 S 

<?J 5 

C* 10962 

O Q 1074 

*>8 

4-1085 

4 .J 964 

SOUTH 

* A Q 6 

<?AK 73 
O K J 6 
+ Q 32 


Th e bid ding 
SOUTH WEST' 

2 * Pan 

2 NT Pan 

8 NT Pan 


NORTH 

10 

4NT 

Pan 


EAST 


Pan 

Pan 


Opening lead: Jack of A 


Suppose someone juat showed! 
you the diamond auit from thd 

NorthnSmth hiding and asked you j»««» 

*i !t T would be your »»th similar losing options- Duek- 
reply? Go to the head of the dasa if ing the trick waa futile but. after 


showed ly-iio points, and North's 
raise jump co four no tr um p was 
invitational, not ace-asking. Sooth 
elected to bid on because of prime 
values and the diamond fit. 

West leads the jack of spades. 
How would you play the hand? 

The lead has given you eight fast 
tricks, so you need only four from 
the diamond suit to get home. Had 
you needed five tricks from the suit, 
your best shot would have been to 
finesse East for the queen,-luitvrfaBL 
now? 

Declarer made no miataka. After 
capturing East's king of spades 
with the ace. declarer led the king 
of di a monds from hand and, when 
t he queen did not appear, crossed to 
the board with the sinxoirdube and 
led a diamond toward the jack, 

Had East started with four din- 
moods, the defender would either - 
have to rise with the queen or else 
the dosed hand's jack would win; 
regardless. East could score only 
one trick in the suit. When East 
showed out, declarer inserted the 
jack, but now West waa presented 
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Wat took the quean, declarer was 
left with a marked finesse for the 
ten. Six uq trump hid and made. 
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Ewing and Robinson spark crucial NBA wins I Faisali’s Udwan blames football 


NEW YORK (AFP) — New York's 
Patrick Ewing and San Antonio's 
David Robinson produced impressive 
performances in crucial games 
Saturday to revive their clubs in the 
National Basketball Association play- 
offs. 

The dominating centers, each of 
whom starred for an Olympic gold 
medal “Dream Team”, sparked lop- 
sided home triumphs to pull the 
Knicks and Spurs within two games to 
one in their besL-of-seven quarter- 
finals. 

Ewing, in only bis second game back 
after right wrist surgery, scored 19 
points and pulled down seven 
rebounds to lead the Knicks past 
Indiana S3-76. It was Ewing's first 
game here since December 16. 

“I think it's almost to a point of 
mind-boggling that a guy could be out 
so long and have such an impact on 
such an important game,” Knicks 
coach Jeff Van Gundy said. “It goes 
right to the heart of how hard he not 
only rehabilitated the wrist, but how he 
kept himself in condition” 

Robinson, a 1996 Olympic hero, 
scored 29 points and pulled down nine 
rebounds as the Spurs blasted regular- 
season champion Utah 86-64, in a 
Western Conference matchup. 

The Jazz matched die NBA modem- 
era playoff futility record, becoming 
the fourth club to score only 64 points 
in a post-season game. Utah shot only 
29 per cent from the field. 

“Our defence started from the begin- 
ning of the game,” Robinson said. 


“The defence was excellent We start- 
ed our rotation early and only gave 
them one shot (per possession) 

The fourth game in every series was 
set for Sunday, with Chicago ahead of 
Charlotte 2-1 in the other Eastern 
Conference matchup and the Los 
Angeles Lakers up 2-1 on Seattle in 
the other Western Conference series. 

The Knicks can equalize after Ewing 
and the New York bench silenced the 
Pacers, who managed only a club 
playoff-low 10 fourth-quarter points. 

“It felt good to get home,” Ewing 
said. “It feels good to come out and 
give such a great effort.” 

Ewing made a lackluster return in 
game two after missing 4 1/2 months 
with an injured right wrist, scoring 
only 10 points. But he helped ignite a 
15-4 run to open the fourth quarter and 
put the Knicks ahead to stay. 

“The first game back I was very 
rusty " Ewing said. “I tried to step it up 
a little bit and my teammates got me 
the ball. As we go along, my game gets 
more and more refined and my wind 
gets better. 

Ewing made 7 of 16 shots from the 
field and got Indiana center Rik Smits 
into foul trouble. The Dutchman 
fouled out with 5:44 remaining, scor- 
ing only nine points. 

“I'm still a little disappointed in how 
I shot the ball.” Ewing said. “They felt 
in rhythm but they just didn't drop. 
There was some rustiness. At one 
point in the first quarter I felt a little bit 
tired and then again in the third. But at 
the end of the game, I felt great ” 


Indiana coach Larry Bird drew 
laughs with mock sympathy for his 
1992 U.$. Olympic gold medal team- 
mate, saying. “The way you talk about 
Patrick, it brings tears to my eyes.” 
New York reserves, outplayed in the 
first two games, responded. 

John Starks made 12 points. Chris 
Childs added 10 points, five assists 
and four rebounds while Chris Mills 
contributed 1 1 points and seven 
rebounds. 

“Our bench didn’t play at all,” Bird 
said. “Out starters got some big leads 
in the first quarter. Our bench came in 
like they were on vacation and didn't 
get back in the game.” 

Indiana's Reggie Miller scored 23 
points but Childs shut Miller down in 
the fourth quarter. 

“I put extra pressure on myself to 
improve,” Childs said, 

“Reggie is a great player. I just try to 
stay on him as much as possible and 
put pressure on him.” 

The Pacer guard had two points on 
two shots in the last quarter. 

The Knicks outrebounded Indiana 
42-27 and made 22 of their first 23 
free throws. The Pacers made only 19 
of 32 free throws for the game. 

At San Antonio, stars for both clubs 
left before the end with injuries but 
trainers for each club said their men 
will be ready to play Sunday. 

Utah's Karl Malone twisted his right 
ankle and missed the fourth quarter. 
Spurs forward Tim Duncan left early 
after playing on a sore ankle but will 
also be ready on Sunday. 


Hingis, Williams set up teenaged Rome final 


ROME (AFP) — Martina 
Hingis had it easy while 
Venus Williams needed time, 
but both won through 
Saturday in opposite styles to 
set up a revenge final at the 
$926,250 Italian Open. 

Hingis moved into her 
fourth match of the year 
against American Williams, 
who has accounted for two 
of the Swiss World No. 1 
player's three losses during 
1998. 

Hingis booked her place at 
the Foro Italico with a 6-2, 6- 
1 defeat of Croatian Miqana'l 
Lucie. The first meeting 
between the Australian Open 
doubles champions took a 
mere 46 minutes. 

Williams, seeded ninth, 
had to work for almost two- 
and-a-half hours before elim- 
inating Spain's Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario — at 26 the 
only player in the semi-final 
field old enough to order a 
drink legally in most coun- 
tries — 6-3, 2-6, 7-5. 

The all-teenage finale was 
□o surprise to Hingis, who 
took over the world’s top 
ranking a year ago at age 16 
and has not let it go. 

“People have been talking 
about we teenagers for a long 
time — and here we are,” 
said the Swiss, who has lost 
just 15 games so far this 
week as she has blown her 
way into a fifth final this 
year. 

Hingis was untroubled by 
Lucic, 16, who became the 
youngest player on the WTA 
Tour ever to defend a title 
when she won again in her 
home country last weekend. 

“Martina is always too 
strong, she's No. 1. It was 
tough to play against her" 
said the Croatian. “1 was too 
nervous. It was a lot for me 
to play a major semi-final. 

“I wasn't able to concen- 
trate in order to play my 
best.” 

The comeback improves 
Williams’ record this year to 
27 wins, three defeats. She 
and Hingis last met in the 
semi-finals at Key Biscayne 


USA's Venus Williams hits a forehand in her semifinal match against Spain's Arantxa 
Sanchez at Italian Open Tennis in Rome. Williams won 6-3 2-6 7-5 (Reuters photo) 


in March with the American 
winning. 

The 17-year-old Williams 
won a break-strewn first set 
against Sanchez Vicario, 
seeded fifth. 

The American was forced 
to rake treatment twice at tbe 
start of the third seL She still 
broke for 6-5 and served out 
the victory. 

Williams will be aiming 
for her third title of the year 
after winning her career first 


in Oklahoma City and beat- 
ing Anna Koumkova for the 
crown at the Lipton. 

The American was playing 
in her fifth semi-final in six 
1998 events and denied her 
Spanish opponent a third 
final at the Foro Italico. 

“I'm not playing as well as 
I have this year,” said 
Williams. 

“No matter what the shape 
of my knee, I stiU must piay 


the final tomorrow. 

“I can’t play it on Monday. 
If it's too bad. I'll have to 
retire. I don't want to make it 
worse. There will be another 
title next year, but this one 
means a lot to- me now. 

“I had problems with the 
knee since doubles on 
Friday. It didn't get better 
overnight. I went into the 
match not knowing how it 
would be.” 


An Excellent Family Apartment For Rent 


245 - sq.m, first floor of only two-floor bldg. 
Fully, carefully & newly furnished. 
Nicely decorated and equipped. 


Location is the best one in Amman 


If interested please call: 593 25 09 


A Fully Furnished Roof, Suitable for a Small Family 
or a Single lady. Consisting of 2 Bedrooms. Located 
in Umothaina . Having a Very Beautifull View, with 
Telephone line . For More Information Please 
Call: 5528029 -079/26519 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 
RENT IN UM UTHEINA 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, L-shaped sitting 
room and dining room, deluxe furniture, 
separate telephone. 

For further Information please call 
5510794, 4924949 



BUILDING / APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

A building consisting of six luxurious apartments, each of 
an area of 200 sq.m. Can rent the whole building or 
each apartment separately. 

Location: Shmeisani - near Birds Garden - 

opposite Al Fayha’a Mosque. 



ljlJ 
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AiFayda’a 

Mosque 


For more information call at the site or 
Tel.: 5824772 or Mobile: 079-51040 


association over impasse as 
competition remains suspended 



By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — President of tbe Al 
Faisali Club Sunday said that the door 
was stiU open to resolve the deadlock 
between the Jordan Football 
Association (JFA) and a coalition of 
seven clubs to avoid the suspension of 
the Premier League (PL) 
Championship for two years. 

Speaking at a press conference late 
Sunday, Sultan Udwan blamed the 
JFA for failing to hold a meeting with 
the seven elute to discuss its demands. 

The logjam between the JFA and the 
seven clubs erupted following the lat- 
ter's demand to amend the formula 
that governs the distributions of PL 
ticket sales revenue. 

The clubs decided to suspend their 
participation demanding that revenue 
be distributed equally among the 10 
PL clubs, irrespective of the number of 
fans attending each club's matches. 

The demand by Al Faisali, Al 
Ramtha, Al Ahli, Kufrsoum, Al Arabu 
Al Hussein and Al Qadissiyeh clubs 
requested an amendment of the 1997 
formula that governs the allocation of 
the JFA's competitions revenue. 

The clubs boycotted the PL after the 
JFA last month signed an agreement to 
market and sell matches in return for a 
JD300.000. 

Two clubs, Al Wihdat and Shabab Al 
Hussein, declined to support this 
demand and hinted that any change of 


the present formula would prompt a 
“reconsideration” of their stand of 
competing in the PL Championship. 

Al Jazireh Club was the only party 
that refrained from supporting any of 
the two sides. 

The JFA last week formed a special 
committee and officials said that it was 
difficult to meet the coalition’s 
demand adding that any change of the 
present ticket sales revenue should be 
un anim ous. 

The JFA committee presented a set 
of recommendations to the seven 
clubs, which would ensure more 
income to the smaller clubs. 

The JFA said that it was ready to 
give the seven clubs some conces- 
sions, including 50 per cent of the rev- 
enue levied from the TV coverage of 
PL contests. 

The recommendations also noted 
that the revenues levied from the 
matches played in the Golden Quartet 
— the contest among the big four — 
be allocated among these clubs only. 

However, Udwan told reporters that 
the seven clubs had not yet received 
anything from the JFA. 

He was referring to the recommen- 
dations which were allegedly present- 
ed by the JFA to the seven clubs on 
Tuesday where they agreed to distrib- 
ute 80 per cent of ticket sales among 
the 10 clubs. 

“If we receive any offer from the 
JFA. the seven clubs would meet and 
decide whether to accept or to reject it 


Al Faisali cannot decide by itself, 
because we are not alone in the 
impasse,” he added. 

The veteran soccer player-turned 
board chairman blamed the govern- 
ment for failing to financially assist 
dubs in the Kingdom. 

He said that tbe number of clubs in 
the .country are estimated at 300, with 
an average annual government finan- 
cial aid of JD1.000 annually. 

Udwan noted that smaller clubs can- 
not raise money ami depend largely on 
the revenues they received from the PL 
contests. 

.. “Larger clubs should make conces- 
sions to ensure that. smaller ones can 
live. The only way is through an equal 
distribution of the PL ticket sales,” he 
added. 

JFA officials could not be reached 
for comment but executive board 
member, Bassam Haroun, earlier told 
the Jordan Times: ‘There is no room 
for any change on the formula that 
governs tiie distribution of ticket sales 
among tbe 10 clubs. Wb are not ready 
to make any changes.” 

“We have made several concessions 
to them which were beyond their 
expectations and I believe that they 
will reconsider their stand soon,” 
Haroun added. 

He hinted the seven chibs would ease 
their stand to avoid the suspension of 
the PL competitions for two years — 
one of the options reportedly consid- 
ered by JFA members. 


Syria beats Jordan 2-0 
in U-19 Asian Cup qualifiers 


By a Jordan Times 

, Staff Reporter — 

•THE KINGDOM'S tinder-19 nation^sdcceffTeanf jSGi&tyTi 
lost 2-0 to its Syrian counterpart on the opening day of Group 
Two of the 31st Asian Cup qualifiers currently underway in 
Beirut 

Jordan's youth team held the Syrians to a goalless first half 
but conceded the two goals in the second half. 

Saudi Arabia beat Lebanon 1-0 in the other match. 

Jordan will next meet the Saudi team on Tuesday before fac- 
ing hosts Lebanon May 14. 

Only one of tbe four teams will qualify to the 10-team Asian 
finals in Bangkok, Thailand in October. 

Thirty-nine nations are contesting the preliminary round 
qualifiers of die event divided into nine groups. Tbe finals will 
include die top team in each group and the Inst nation. 

Four teams — the top three finalists and the previous Asian 
champion — wall then qualify to the Youth Wodd Cup in 
Nigeria in 1999. 

The Jordanian team is just out of a week-long training camp 
in Egypt, where they won one match and lost another two. They 
also had another camp in Baghdad where they lost one match 


SCOREBOARD 


and drew in the other. 

Th e Sy rian -team, - wh o - w o n t he ti de- in 1994, trained m 

ered the favourites to dmdb the qualifying both from the 
group. 

The nine groups are: 

Group 1: Iran, Qatar; Bahrain, Yemen 
Group 2: Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Jordan, Syria 
Group 3: UAE, Kuwait, Oman, Palestine 
Group 4: Iraq, Uzbekistan, Nepal, Turkmenistan, 
Democratic Rep. of Korea 

Group 5: Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan 
Group 6: India, Maldives, Kyigizstan, Pakistan, Bhutan 
Group 7: China, Malaysia, Singapore, Laos, Guam 
Group 8: Japan, Hong Kong, Vietnam, Brunei 
Group 9: Korea, Indonesia, Chinese Taipei, Philippines 




Call So. 079 70050 Or 4642229 


Newly furnished apartment For Rent 

Area: 290 sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bath- 
rooms, big reception area, separate sitting room, 
fireplace, satellite, garage, telephone and 
concierge. Location: Sweifiyeh. 

If interested please call: 5920306 


FOR RENT 

Villa and apartment for rent 
Furnished or unfurnished. 
Location: Abdoun. 

For more information call: 5522486 


VACANT OFFICE FOR RENT 
IN ABDOUN 

2 Telephone lines, 150 sq.m. 
Annua! Rent JD7.500 + 5% services. 

For more details contact Ziad at: 
5931802 or 5528103 


The American Embassy in Amman has the 
following vacancies: 

Travel Assistant to process official travel 
for Embassy staff and official visitors, 
including airline reservations, ticket pro- 
curement, hotel reservations and trans- 
portation.Applicants must have completed 
high school or equivalent (coliege degree 
or training in the field preferred). Must have 
from two to four years of related experi- 
ence; good working knowledge of English; 
and knowledge of travel rules and regula- 
tions. Must be able to use typewriters and 
computers and to deal tactfully with peo- 
ple. 

Chauffeur to drive ail types of vehicles, 
mostly passenger cars, and to be respon- 
sible for the maintenance and cleanliness 
of assigned vehicle. Applicants must have 
completed secondary school; two years of 
safe driving experience; good working 
level of English, valid driving license up to 
5-ton vehicle; and good physical fitness. 
Only qualified applicants should submit ah 
application form (available at the Bnbassy 
gate) to the Personnel Officer prior to May 
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King redeyes credentials of 5 envoys 


Tunisian ambassador to Amman, Hatem 
Ben Othman, presents his credentials to 
His Majesty King Hossein on Sunday. 
The ceremony was attended by Royal 
Court Chief Fayez Tara wn eh. Chief 
Chambezlain Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid, 
Minister of Culture and Youth and Act- 
ing Minister of Foreign Affairs Talal 
Satan Hassan (Petra photo) 

Japanese ambassador to Amman, 
Kouichi Matsnmoto, presents his cre- 
dentials to His Majesty King Hussein 
on Sunday (Petra photo) 
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Ukrainian ambassador to Amman, 
Evgeny Mikitenko, presents his cre- 
dentials to His Majesty King Hussein 
on Sunday (Petra photo) 




Indian ambassador to Amman, Her 
Outran Singh Dhody, presents his cre- 
dentials to His Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday (Petra photo) 




Philippines ambassador to Amman, 
Roteato Mdizo, presents his credentials 
to His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday 
(Petra photo) 


Egypt: Israel has sent peace 
process back to square one 


CAIRO - (AFP) ’ The 
Middle East peace process 
is back where it started 
because of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s rejection - of 
U.S. proposals to resume 
stalled negotiations, Egypt’s 
foreign minister said 
Sunday. 

“We are almost back to 
square one. We are in the 
midst of an unprecedented 
crisis,” Arar Musa said in an 
interview broadcast late 
Sunday on Egyptian televi- 
sion station Nile TV. 


* ‘it is clear thartfie Current 
Israeli government is not 
ready for peace. They want 
to impose an Israeli peace,” 
he said. 

U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross failed during a 
mission to Israel to con- 
vince Mr. Netanyahu to 
approve U.S. proposals for 
a further Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank and 
attend a peace summit in 
Washington on Monday. 

“It is important not to 
accept the current Israeli 
attitude, not to give it any 


chance of success. We have 
to stand firm against it,” Mr. 
Musa said. 

He also said it would be 
“unjust and unfair” to put 
further pressure on 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, who had accepted 
the U.S. proposals. 

“The Palestinian side has 
accepted the compromise 
proposed by the USA and 
that’s it. The Israeli side has 
to conform to the rules of 
the game as agreed by the 
international community.” 


Israel’s Labour Party leader 
warns of conflict with U.S. 


TEL AVIV ( AFP) — Israeli 
opposition leader Ehud Barak 
waned the government of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Sunday to steer clear of a con- 
flict with the United States. 

The Labour Party leader, 
speaking to Israel Radio, said 
“ibe United States are our 
allies and it is not in our inter- 
est to cause friction with Mr. 
Clinton by launching a cam- 
paign against him in Congress 
or with the American public.” 

Mr. Barak was commenting 
on the decision to put off a 
meeting in Washington on 
Monday called by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton to try tjo 
salvage the deadlocked 


Israeli- Palestinian peace 
process. 

“We have enough to do at 
home,” said Ml Barak. “We 
don’t need to be paranoid and 
risk widening the gap between 
Israel and the United States' 
because dial could work dan- 
gerously against us.” 

The summit was delayed to 
an unspecified date amid Mr. 
Netanyahu's continued 
refusal to accept a U.S. pro- 
posal calling far an Israeli 
withdrawal from 13.1 percent 
of the West Bank 

Me Netanyahu is scheduled 
to visit the United States on 
Wednesday to attend the 
annual conference of the 
American Israel Public 


Affairs Committee (AIPAC). 
and a parade in New York cel- 
ebrating the 50th anniversary 
of the creation of die Jewish 
stated 

— Ml Barak also told the radio 
_ that there had been no talk 
with Ml Netanyahu of form- 
ing a government of national 
unity. 

He said Labour would sup- 
port “any move by Netanyahu 
in die direction of peace. 

“But we will continue to 
work to topple his govern- 
ment because his policies are 
leading to the collapse of the 
peace process and tragedy ” 
be added. 


Becoming first Palestinian leader to visit emirate 

Hamas chief seeks Kuwaiti 
support for Palestinian cause 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Sbeikh Ahmad Yassin, founder 
of the Islamist movement 
Hamas, has arrived in Kuwait 
and become the first 
Palestinian leader to visit die 
emirate since the 1991 Gulf 
wan 

Sheikh Yassin, who flew in 
late Saturday from the United 
Arab Emira tes, told the official 
news agency KUNA that he 
would seek the Kuwaiti leader- 
ship's “moral, material and 
political suppcit for die 
Palestinian cause.” 

Writing at die invitation of 
die crown prince. Sheikh Saad 
A 1 Abdallah A I Sabah, he is 


also due to hold talks with die 
emit; Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad 
A1 Sabah, and Kuwaiti MPs, 
KUNA said. 

Kuwait, the fifth leg of a 
Gulf tour by Sheikh Yassin, 
suspended ties with Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
because of its support for 
Baghdad during the crisis 
wfcodi followed Iraq’s August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait and 
led to the- Gulf wat 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians were expelled 
from Kuwait after the war 
which evicted Iraqi troops. 

Before die invasion, the oil- 
rich emirate was a key finan- 


cial backer of the PLO. But 
PLO leaders, including 
President Yasser Arafat, have 
since been unwelcome in 
Kuwait. 

Sheikh Yassin told KUNA 
he has also received an invita- 
tion from Iraq but that he 
declined to visit Baghdad until 
it settle the issue of Kuwaitis 
missing from the occupation. 

The spiritual guide of Hamas 
is also expected to visit 
Khartoum by the end of May, 
an official Sudanese daily said 
Sunday. He has also been to 
ban, Qatar and Saudi Arabia 
since April. 



EVOLUTION OF OCEANS: Visitors examine one of the exhibitions depicting the history and evolution of the 
oceans at the Future Pavilion of the Lisbon World Fair Expo '98 during a rehearsal Saturday night The Lisbon Expo 
'98 will open on May 21 and is dedicated to the Oceans and its preservation. 1 48 countries are participating (Reuters 
photo) 


Aziz: U.S. impeding efforts to 
reach agreement with Kurds 

Deputy Prime Minis ter Iraq renews call for ‘ civilised 

Tareq Aziz has said ** 

Baghdad was conducting 7*7 j *7 TT 7 7 * 

dialogue with Washington 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's 
Deputy Prime Minis ter 
Tareq Aziz has said 
Baghdad was conducting 
talks with Kurdish rebels in 
its north but Washington 
was impeding efforts to 
reach an agreement. 

“Early last week I was 
receiving a delegation in 
this building from the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
[KDP]. the group of 
[Massoud] Barzani.” Mr. 
Aziz told a group of U.S. 
peace activists on Saturday 
night. 

“There is another delega- 
tion from the [Jalal] 
Taiabani group." KDP rival, 
the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK). he said 
during the meeting “which 
was attended by reporters. 

Mr. Aziz said the two 
groups had been sending 
delegations to Baghdad for 
many years, but blamed 
Washington for blocking “a 
national solution” to the 
Kurdish problem in Iraq. 

“They [Americans] are 
preventing the government 
[in Baghdad] and the Kurds 
from reaching a political 
and democratic solution 
through dialogue. The gov- 
ernment’s attitude toward 
the [two] groups is normal,” 
he added. 

Former U.S. Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark and 
about 100 U.S. peace 
activists representing 
American humanitarian and 
human rights organisations 
arrived in Baghdad on 
Friday with $4 million 
worth of medicine to the 


Bomb 
injures 15 
in Algeria 

ALGIERS ( AP) — A bomb 
exploded near a Turkish 
bathhouse in a working 
class neighbourhood, injur- 
ing as many as 30 people 
arid breaking a two-month 
lull in attacks on the capital 
by Islamists, officials said 

The blast in the Bab Al- 
Oued district on Saturday 
afternoon set off other 
explosions apparently from 
broken gas lines, authorities 
said 

Security forces reported 
15 people were injured but 
rescue workers privately 
reported about 30 were hurt, 
20 seriously. 

Police cordoned off the 
neighbourhood through the 
night, searching cars at 
roadblocks. Uniformed and 
plainclothed police also 
searched nearby neighbour- 
hoods for suspects. 

There was no claim of 
responsibility, but suspicion 
fell on the Armed Islamic 
Group. Known by its French 
initials GLA. it is the most 
violent movement in the 
insurgency that has left 
more than 70.000 dead since 
the government scrapped 
Januaiy 1992 elections that 
Islamists were expected to 
win. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) —-Iraq has renewed its call 
for a “civilised dialogue” with the United States, 
its main enemy in the 1991 Gulf war which 
evicted Iraqi troops from Kuwait 
‘They have opened a dialogue with Noth 
Korea [a former war fbe]_. so why don’t they do 
h with Iraq?” Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz asked in a meeting with former U-S. 

Attorney General Ramsey Hark. 

“We did not start the war. Actually the U.S. 
government did” be said 
The United States bombed Iraq “and in spite 
of that we said well we are open, to open a new 
page in the relationship between us,” said Ml 
A ziZ.-tbe text of whose remarks was released on 

Sunday. • • 1 - 

‘The first thing of what we could achieve is an 
objective, civilised dialogue,” be said 
Mr. Aziz said that the United States and Iraq, 
which had good relations before the August 
1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait would have to 
deal with each other again in die future. 

‘This administration and coming administra- . 
dons in the near future, we will have to deal with 
each other: We have to sit and discuss and work 
and do whatever we can together,” he told Ml 

Iraqi health authorities. 1996 to help Mr. Barzani’s 
The Kurds rose up against forces against the PUK to 
the government in Baghdad take the key city of Erbil. 
after the 199 1 Gulf war — The Iraqi attack prompted 
which forced Iraqi troops the United States to launch 
out of Kuwait — and have missile strikes against air 
been protected in their defence targets in southern 
northern enclave by U.S. Iraq, 
and British air cover since Iraq has made several 
then. overtures to the Kurds to 

Baghdad gained some come to Baghdad for dia- 
power in the north when it logue in order to settle dif- 
sem troops and tanks into ferences. 
northern Iraq in August Washington encouraged 


Hark in their meeting cm Saturday. 

‘'They know us vety weD,” he said, reacting to 
past ties. 

“We were received in the White House, we 
were received in the State Dep ar tment, in all the 
offices of the government of the U.S. Many 
Amoican officials visited Iraq and met with 
President Saddam Hussein.” 

Since the Gulf war, however, Washington has 
refused to deal with President Saddam and has 
been at the forefront of efforts to keep in place 
the TIN. economic sanctions slapped on Iraq for 
its Kuwait invasion. 

'But- an- official newspaper said earlier this 
month that Baghdad should band out contracts 
to tfiS. oil oxhpames aspart of anew approach 
in the battle to have sanctions lifted 

“Open our doors to U.S. oD companies, who 
can wring [U.S. President] Bill Clinton’s neck 
and force him to his knees to beg our panton and 
extend a hand to Iraq.” said AI Mustaqbal which 
is run by President Saddam’s eldest son Uday. 

Mr. Claik, who has visited Iraq several times 
since the war; arrived Friday to deliver $4 mil- 
lion worth of medical aid. 


the Kurds to split fromm 
Baghdad after the Gulf war 
but has been unable to stop 
a power struggle between 
the two Kurdish groups that 
has split the mountainous 
region in two. 

Last month an Iraqi news- 
paper reported that Russian 
ambassador in Iraq met sep- 
arately with Mr. Barzani 
and Mr. Taiabani and asked 
them to resume diplomatic 
contacts with Baghdad. 


Mideast summit cancellation 
leaves U.S. with few options 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
has little room to manoeuvre 
following the cancellation of 
three-way Middle East peace 
talks planned here for next 
week. 

Clinton officials cannot cut 
military and civil aid to Israel 
— which amounts to more 
than S3 billion per year — 
without drawing howls of 
protest from the U.S. 

Congress. 

Yet it is out of the question, 
as U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright has 
clearly stated, for the United 
States to pull out of peace 
talks it has overseen since 
1991. 

Even the Palestinians do 
not want Washington to pull 
out Top Palestinian officials 
support the United States 
proposal on the West Bank 
withdrawal. They also realise 
that Europe has even less 
power to influence Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu into agreeing to 
concessions. 

One advantage is that the 
Clinton administration can 
now publicly unveil its pro- 
posal for resolving the situa- 
tion on the West Bank, and 
blame Mr. Netanyahu for 13 
months of deadlock. 

Mr. Netanyahu has stead- 
fastly refused any U.S. “dic- 


tates,” stating that the U.S. 
plan for Israel to make a fur- 
ther troop withdrawal from 
13 per cent of the West Bank 
is a threat to its security. 

The proposal however, has 
already been widely circulat- 
ed and Washington risks fur- 
ther irritating Mr. 
Netanyahu's conservative 
supporters by making it the 
“official” U.S. position. 

Several events have coin- 
cided in Mr. Netanyahu’s 
favour. On one hand Ml 
N etanyahu has been deftly 
using Israel’s friends in the 
U.S. Congress to pressure 
Mr. Clinton. With mid-term 
congressional elections com- 
ing up in November, few 
U.S. politicians will dare say 
anything to offend Israel. 

Some 222 members of the 
U.S. House of 
Representatives — more 
than a majority — already 
have signed a letter to Ml 
C linton saying they were 
worried die U.S. negotiating 
tactic could “undermine 
Israel’s confidence.” 

The marking of Israel’s 
50th anniversary also makes 
the administration’s position 
difficult 

On Wednesday U.S. 
Republican Speaker of the 
House Newt Gingrich said 
foe Clinton administration 
was telling Israel: “Happy 


Birthday. Let us blackmail 
you on behalf of [Palestinian 
President Yasser] Arafat" 

In comparison, the political 
cloqt of Arab- Americans 
remains weak. 

And despite the heated 
debate, the U.S. public has 
little interest in foreign 
affairs unless the lives of 
U.S. soldiers are at stake. 

The Clinton administration 
itself deserves a share of the 
blame by underestimating 
Mr. Netanyahu’s determina- 
tion to undercut the Oslo 
accords. 

After three visits by the 
Israeli prime minister to 
Washington, U.S. officials 
were still saying they expect- 
ed him to follow in the foot- 
steps of the late Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, foe 
soldier who turned into a 
man of peace. 

Then there is die matter of 
U-S. First Lady Hillary 
Clinton’s statements in 
favour of a Palestinian state 
*ar put the White House 
squarely on the defensive. 

“I think that it will be in foe 
long-term interest of foe 
Middle East for Palestine to 
be a state,” the first lady told 
Arab and Israeli students in a 
five satellite link with a 
“Seeds of Peace" meeting in 
Switzerland Wednesday. 



longer satisfied 

BONN (AFP) — Rotting 
Stones vocalist Mick Jagger 
famously sang T Can’t Ofet 
No Satisfaction." These 
days, he feels that way about 
touring. Travelling rutted the 
world for huge rock conceits- 
isn’t fun any more, he told 
the German magazine Foer 
Sie shortly before foe Stones 
set off on their “Bridges to 
Babylon” tour “The older I 
get. foe more touring bests 
me.” Jagger. 54, complained, 
and said for that reason the 
next tour would be shorter 
than previous ones. Concerts 
were jus “pari of my work” 
because people wanted it that 
way, he added. “Lots of peo- 
ple want to see the Stones in 
concert, so we make them 
happy and cash the money ” 

Depardieu starring 
in four small screen 
classic parts 

PARIS (AFP) — Fresh from 
his role as (me of the muske- 
teers in ‘The Man in the Iron 
Mask,” Gerard Depardieu is 
raking to the small screen in 
four more classic parts. 
Depardieu, one of France's 
best-known actors, is already 
starring as The Count of 
Monte Cristo” in a mini- 
series fix France’s TF1 tele- 
vision. Now he’s also taking 
foe lead in three other mini- 
series for TFI. They are 
“Balzac,” on foe life of the 
19th century French writer 
Honore de Balzac, and in 


Miserables” and “Notre- 
Dame de Paris.” In “The 
Man in foe Iron Mask.” 
Depardieu plays opposite 
Hollywood’s newest heart- 
throb Leonardo DiCaprio as 
well as John Malkovich, 
Gabriel Byrne and Jeremy 
Irons. 

Kudrow has 
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